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- h He is departed indeed; but his Ghoſt ſtill hovers 
about the Ground, haunts the Place of his wout- 
ed Abode, diſturbs 2he ſeveral Apartments with” 
unſeaſonable /, ifits and ſtrange Noiſes, and 
ſcares all thoſe who never eæpected his Return: 
to this Region any more. 
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To the Reverend 


John Mather, D. D. 

Preſident of Corpus Chri- 
ft: College, and Vice- 
Chancellor of the Uni- 
verſity of OxroRD, 


e e SIR, 
Foes HERE being a demand fof 
N FS: a ſecond edition of Ter» 
CNT Wes! N- FII IS you cannot be 
ſurprized at this addreſs; nor 
nneed I ro make any apology 
for prefixing your name to a book, in 
which you have already intereſted your ſelf 
in ſo publick and ſignal a manner. 
A L was 


— 


1 The, Devicarion. 
I was; I confeſs, ſomewhat aſtoniſhed, 
when II firſt heard of mw PROHIBITION, 
it being an honour which I little expected 


at your hands; for I concluded that you 


would not condeſcend to rank ſo mean a 
formance as mine amongſt thoſe noble 
and ſhining volumes, which have experi- 
enced the ſame and worſe ſeverity from 
your learned Predeceſſors ; it would be 
needleſs to recollect inſtances of this in for- 
mer ages, or to put you in mind of thoſe 
glorious doctrines of LI BERT V, which 
were, together with their authors, delivered 
over to Satan by your famous DRECRER. 
But I cannot help obſerving to you, 
that Books of another kind have ſometimes 
found no better reception at Oxxoxp; par- 
ticularly the late famous Aurouy Mood s Athene, 
and the preſent laborious Mr. Hearne's edi- 
tion of Camaen's Elizabeth; the former 
of which (though it was profeſſedly written 


in honour of the Univerſity, which it will 


always effectually preſerve ; yet) was ſup- 
preſſed or condemned for relating, in an im- 


rtial manner, ſome hiſtorical facts concern- 


ing the great Earl of Clarendon: and the latter 


was proſecuted (for it could not be prohibited, 
all the copies being ſubſcribed for) under 
pretence that the preface contained ſome- 
a 8 thing 
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thing which reflected upon the memory of 
King Henry the Eighth ; but, if the Rea- 
der will give himſelf the trouble to look 
into it, the true reaſon will ſoon appear; 
and he will find that the author might have 
been as free as he pleaſed with the King's High- 
neſi, had he not offended, * ſome of their more 
werful Highneſſes the Heads of Houſes, 
y obtruding upon them ſome unfeaſonable 
advice againſt drinking, gaming, and luxuri- 
ous living, which the immortal Queen Eli- 
zabeth gave to their predeceſſors in her time; 


for which, at their inſtigation, he was fo 


cruelly harraſſed by the then Vice- Chancellor, 
Doctor Ba RON, in his Court; that had that 
Magiſtrate continued much longer in his 
office, or had not Mr. Hearne been well 
ſupported by the munificence of ſome great 
men at London, that learned and laborious 
Antiquary would have been torn to pie- 
ces; or, at leaſt, intirely diſabled to proceed 
in his ſtudies. The Reader may expect a 
farther account of this, when I come to con- 
ſider the caſe of Academical Prohibitions, and 
the nature of the Yice-Chaxcellor's court more 
diſtinctly in ſome future eſſays. 


— 


* Viz, Dr, Gardiner, Charlet, D—1---ne, C--b, & c. 
A 2 In 
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In the mean time, Sir, methinks yo 
are too good in putting me into ſuch 
company, and, under the diſguiſe of cen- 
ſuring my writings, have paid them a cam- 
pliment much greater than they deferves 
But, if you fincerely de/igned this as a 
mark of your diſpleaſure, and did it with 
a cordial intent of ſuppreſſing my book, 
J am ſtil] more ſurprized that you ſhould 
not expreſs the one and proſecute the other 
in a different manner; ſince the examples of 
many ages, and your own learned experience 
muſt have convinced you, that theſe ends 
are much more effectually obtained by lence 
and contempt, than by publick cenſures and 
prohibitions, which (as * Biſhop Taylor well 
obſerves) will always be found to inhance 
the value of a book, in which there is no- 
thing vicious or immoral : and this, I am ſure, 
cannot be proved to be the caſe of mine. 
Whatever difſervice therefore you may 
imagine to have done me in my reputations 
you have done a real ſervice to my book- 
feller, who is not, I'll aſſure you, at all 
backward in his acknowledgements of this 
favour ; nay, I ſometimes. think him too 
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 officious in his profeſſions of gratitude; for 
- whereas, like all other authors, I would 


willingly believe, that the great enconrage- 
ment, which the town has given my book, 
oceeds from its own intrinſick merit; it 


1s, you may think, no ſmall mortification 
to hear him conſtantly drinking your health, 


and ſtrongly intimating, that he locks upon 
the quick ſale, which it has met with, to 
be leſs owing to my abilities as a writer, 
lick notice, by which you 
have diſtinguiſhed it as a cenſor. 

I preſume however, (even under the ſup- 
poſition of your being in earneſt) that you 
will fo far agree with the reſt of the world 
as to-allow that, in whatſoever manner your- 
prohibition may diſcourage the fale of any 
book, yet it ought not to be eſteem'd a 
full conſutation of the matter which it con- 
tains, or a convincing argument that its 
author has neither integrity nor underſtanding. 
I I muſt beg leave to obſerve farther (ac- 
cording to the ſame ſuppoſition) that you 
ſeem to be guilty of ſome Partiality in thus 
publickly branding and-forbidding my book, 
25 a libel upon the Univerfity, and ſuffe- 
ring another to be ſtill openly vended with- 
in your juriſdiction, which, I think, I have 
&:mooſtraced (and, as I am inform'd, to the 

, e almoſt 
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almoſt univerſal ſatisfaction of all parties) to 
contain the ſame reflections on the univer- 
ſity in general, beſides ſeveral grievous im- 
putations and notorious falſhoods upon ſome 
particular members of it, which J will de- 
ſy that learned author to retort upon me. 
1 fay, Sir, it does not look altogether fo 
impartial, nor does it ſuit with the juſtice 
of your character, or the former tenor of 
your life, to make ſo wide a Aiſtinction where 
there is no difference ; or rather, where the 
d ference is ſo palpably in my favour ! 
do nat mention this from any uneaſi- 
neſs which I feel upon this occaſion; but 
only out of regard to your own character. 
I confeſs, indeed, that I had much rather 
have your approbation than your cenſure, and 
enjoy the favour of my dear mother, if I could 
gain it by juſt merhods, than always live 
under her diſpleaſure ; but if that is not to 
be obtain'd, I ſhall be always ready to ſhew 
my obedience in ſubmitting to any cen/ares, 
which you or ſhe ſhall pleaſe to fix upon 
me; nor ſhall any treatment, however hard, 
diſcourage me from purſuing the intereſt of 
true learning, and the honour of that antient 
Univerſity. 
Notwithſtanding that this has been my 
Chick ſtudy for thele ſeveral years paſt, po 1 
| ve 
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have been ſo often miſrepreſented by my ene- 
mies, and amwithal ſo diffident of my own me- 
rit, that Ialmoſt diſpair of ever ſeeing my de- 
ſigns looked upon ina true light, and my wri- 
tings underſtood in their genuine ſenſe. I 
intended, by TERRÆ-FILIus, to juſtify 
the Univerſity, by expoſing the practices of 


her unworthy members, and endeavouring 


to reform her corruptions. This, it ſeems, 
is looked upon as the fame with expoſing 
the Univerſity itſelf, and is accordingly 
expelled, by your authority, as a nuiſance. 


In the ſame manner I deſign this Dedicati- 


on as a mark of Reſpect; but I ſhall not be 
in the leaſt ſurprized, if what I really 
intend for a compliment, ſhould, by your 
better judgment, be condemn'd as a li- 
bel. 

I am informed that the learned author of 
Univerſity Education 1s pleaſed to ſpeak with 
great contempt of my Remarks upon it; and 
defies ſuch a Boy. as I am, to blemiſh his eſta- 
bliſÞ'd reputation. I muſt confe!', indeed, 
that I am not yet altogether fifty years of 
age, nor have I reſided, as he has done, a- 
bove one and thirty years in the Univerſity 
of OxrorD; bur, I think, however, that I 
am paſt my firſ# childhood, and I hope not 
ans 
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poſe themſelves more than in their firſt, 1 
mult ſuppoſe from hence, that the Dottor 
eſteems writings according to the age of their 


authors, and does not think any performance 
- worthy of his notice, which is not father d 


by one,who can boaſt of as many years and 
as few teeth as himſelf ;. which is ſomewhat 
like a Gentleman, in this town, who will 
not fight any man, however piqu'd in ho- 
nour to do it, who cannot produce as much 
ny upon the field of battle as he can 
o. . 

But it is very unlucky for this magiſeriab 
Author, that the publick are and will bs 
the judges of what both He and I have pro- 
duced, I appeal to them, and believe they 
will agree with me, that, whatever I may 
be, there are ſeveral points in my Appendixy 


Which it behoves an honeſt writer to clear 


up; for I do ſtill maintain that his book f/ 


advances the ſame doctrines with mine, and 


conſequently, that if one be a libel upon 


the Univerſity, ſo muſt alſo the other. I 
farther alledge, that, beſides this agreement 
berween us in ſome points, there are in his 
book diverſe falſifications of fat, illuſive ar- 
guments and injurious calumnies, which, ac- 
cording to the principles of common honeſty, 
conſcience, and religion, he ought to 2 

Nac 
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wt; unleſs he can prove, which, I once 
more defy him to do, that I have unjuſtly 
fixed this charge upon him. If therefore 
he perſiſts in doing neither of theſe, I muſt 
make good my promiſe to the publick, by 
examining farther into this matter, and ſhall, 
perhaps, bring ſome other points to light, 
which will make him aſhamed of his con- 
duct; if he has not quite out- li d all ſenſe 
of that noble paſſion. 

But however he may act in this affair, and 
ſuperciliouſly deſpiſe, what he knows he can- 
not anſwer ; yet the world, Sir, expects adif- 
ferent manner of procedure from you, both 
from that excellent diſpoſition which you 
have hitherto ſhewn upon all occaſions, and 
eſpecially from that publick character, with 
which youare inveſted; I need nor acquaint 
you, Sir, that it is the duty of every Magi - 


ſtrate, and more particularly of one, who is, 
d by his office, a learned and religious Magi- 


ſtrate, to act equally and impartially. as well 
as juſtly and candidly in all his Proceedings ; 
for which reaſon you 01497) (4 Coubt 
boch our 
books, if you judges i ie ro ſuppreſs 
either: for to ect otherwiſe, wrll be look'd 
upon as an in ſtance of the fame partiality 
Which has been lately complained of in = 


— 


x The DRDIcArT ION. 
caſe of Dr. WII Is, who was ſtrenuouily 


oppoſed in taking his Degree (which he ob- 


tained at laſt, with much difficulty, by a 
majority of only three or four) and was by 
many perſons denied the common favour 
of accumulating, the very fame day, by the 
very fame convocation, that the ſame fa- 
vour was unanimouſly granted to the wor- 
thy Doctor WIN TIE. I do not men- 
tion this as any accuſation againſt you, who, 
I am informed, did Dr. WIIIs all the 
ſervice in your power; but to ſhew the 


partiality of ſome men, and the ſpirit, that 


{till reigns in the Univerſity ; which may 
be fully gather'd from the anſwer of one 
(amongſt a large cluſter of zealots) to a 
3 who modeſtly ask'd his reaſons 

r acting ſo furiouſly againſt Dr. W1LLs, 
which he very ingenuouſly returned in theſe 
words; 2hat Reaſons, ſaid he, have I againſt 
him; did not he decypher the Biſhop of 
RoCHESTER's letters? 

I cannot be induced, upon any account, 
to believe that a perſon of your great judge- 
ment, integrity and candour, would raſhly 
præjudge any book, and condemn it without 
reading, even upon the ſtrongeſt ſollicitati- 


ons and moſt preſſing importunities of * | 


man whatſoever ; ſor you cannot be inſen « 


raſhly 
ithout 
icitati- 
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dle that all things here below are ſubject to 


miſinterpretations and falſe lights; and there- 
fore would not fix ſo publick a brand upon 
my book upon hearſay, nor cenſure it in this 
manner, without giving it the moſt-ſerious 
and deliberate peruſal. I cannot, I ſay, 


believe this, notwithſtanding the ſtrongeſt 
aſſertions and moſt plauſible arguments, which 
J have met with to the contrary. 

As to what I have written, in common 
with the Doctor aforeſaid, concerning the 


kn Lam fo far from being con- 
at I have ſaid too much, that I 


vinced, that I h 
am daily advertiſed by ſeveral friends and 
correſpondents from OxrorD, that I have 
omitted many particulars, which it is pro- 
per to animadvert upon, in order to com- 
leat the Secret Hiſtory of that place; and 1 
. therefore, in compliance with their 
requeſt, reſolved to reſume this work, and 
continue to publiſh ſome part of it every 
Act. Term, till the whole is finiſhed, and the 
ſubject fully exhauſted: ſo that although, 
it has, of late years, and eſpecially ſince his 
Majeſty's acceſſion, been thought expedient 
(for ſeyeral good reaſons, no doubt) to lay 


aſide the ſolemnity of a Public Act, and it 


is very uncertain when TERRÆ-FIL Tus 
will be able to regain his antient privileges 
in 
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in the Sheldonian Theatre; yet T ſhall, ix 2 


ſome meaſure, ſupply that defect, and do 
my particular ny to the Univerſity. The 
Reader may therefore expect to hear from me 
next ſummer, and be aſſured that I ſhal! 
not, from time to time, want ſufficient ma- 
terials and aſſiſtance for that purpoſe. 
I will conclude this addreſs with my 
rayers to Almighty God, ſo to direct your 
— in all your proceedings, that you 
may never deviate from the cauſe of truth 
nor your own natural integrity; that you 
may never derogate from your high truſt 
and the publick honour of the Univerſity 


(over which you preſide) by a blind and | : 


partial zeal for any particular, adopted opi- 
nions, or from a perſonal prejudice againſt 
any man whatſoever! 

I beg leave, with theſe prayers, and the 


ſincereſt reſpect for your perſon and character, 
to ſubſcribe my ſelf, reverend Sir, 


Torr moſt devoted, 


bumble ſervant, 


Terr 4-Filivs, 


— 


8 HE diſtance of time between 
ERS 22] the firſt and fecond appearance 
| 2 Ne of the following papers, to- 
47 fy . _ . 

2 DS -1 gether with the difference in 

35 the paſt and preſent ſtate of 
— —_— tc univerſity of Oxford, make 
it neceſſary for me to prefix ſomething by 
way of apology for this work, which may 
ſeem to thoſe perſons, who are not acquainted 
with the ſubject in hand, or do not make a 
proper diſtinction of time, to ſtand in need 
of a juſtification. 

The #ndertaker and publiſber of theſe ſheets 
went to Oxford in the year 1916. when the 
ſeeds of the late unnatural Rebellion were not 
yet extinguiſh'd; and continued there till 
June 1719. during Which time he was a wit- 
neſs of that diſloyal and treaſonable ditpo. 
ſition, of thoſe corruptions, follies, and vices, 
Which are complained of in the followin 
book. For the truth of theſe particulars he 
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appeals to the world, and eſpecially to thopf 0. 
Who were his contemporaries there, exceßices, 
ing only ſome, who would think it vetoyal 
hard to be oblig'd to ſpeak the Trath. 1v 
As to my charge of azreaſoable ſpirit reigthis Þ 
ing in the univerſity at that time, I think it the tc 
generally known, that I need not uſe any Ment 
guments, or produce any vouchers, to proyehe 41 
to be juſt; it was ſo far from being dilownfcrior 
by the perſons poſſeſs'd of that ſpirit, thatdeſer 
was boaſted of, in moſt of their ſermons aF3cv1 
publick ſpeeches, tho? under another nanto the 
as the chief ornament and glory of the place 
They labour'd to convince the world ht. 0. 
ſtrenuous they were in the cauſe of Hy 
church and the Pretender, by publick ly driioſt] 
ing his health, defending his right, pray eſſes 
for his reſtoration, and careſſing his ppea 
open and declar'd adherents. This is ſuf'%#, 5 
ciently confirmed by the prudent ſteps whiWho \ 
the Government took, at that time, to pl nd at 
vent their farther deſigns, by ſending a rethe H. 
ment of Dragoons into the univerſity; a: It n 
which is never done, but in caſes ot he pi 
moſt extremity. Io this we may add the He, 
ſolutions which afterwards paſſed, in the Hqentirel 
of Lords, on a complaint of a & ot at 0 xfaldity, 
by which Keſolutiuus it appears, according t 
the judgment of the Lords, both ſpiritual able 
temporal, after the ſtricteſt . 6 
% 


— 
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that the Governors of the univerſity and city 
to thapf Oxford were notoriouſly guilty of prac- 
exce#ices, higaly diſreſpectful ro his majeſty's 
it vetoyal family, and tending to SEDITION. 

[ will mention but one thing more upon 
it reigthis head, betides what is farther alledged in 
nk it the following volumes, which is the treat- 
- any ment that the Couſtitutiun-club received from 
provcthe Magiſtrates and Ralers, as well as the in- 
lowyferior part of the univerſity; a Club, which 
s thatfleſer ves immortal honour, and the higheſt 
ons ncouragement, tor their zeal and ſervices 
r nanto the preſent happy ſettlement, in the moft 
> pla#77ical ſeaſon; for which they were repaid 
d hot Oxford with perſecution and diſgrace, 
F Hlisvith injuries and hardſhips, and with the 
y drismoſt partial and cruel treatment. Were wit- 
prayeſſes wanting to the truth of this, I could 
\is mÞppeal to ſeveral Gentlemen of great diſtinc- 
is ſy#/9n, and ſhining ornaments of their country, 
's h Who were formerly members of that ſociety 
to pÞ1d at preſent make a conſiderable figure in 
a rethe Houſe of Commons. 

It muſt be confeſs'd, indeed, that this ſe- 
8 bee ſpirit, and theſe zreaſonable practices 
| the have, Of late years, ſo much abated, if not 
he HgEntirely ceaſed there, that it induced his Ma- 
Oæfaleſty, out of his royal goodneſs, to diſtin- 
rding$9iſh his ſubjects at Oxford with ſeveral va- 
tual uable Donations. and marks of his affection: 
ation Neither ought it to be diſſembled, what a 
(loyal, dutiful, and grateful ſents they expreſ- 

a3 led 
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ſed of theſe favours; of which their famon 
Addreſs of thanks, as well as the manner in 
which it was ſent to his majeſty, is a laſting 
and memorable inſtance: nay, ſo zealoa 


were they in this matter, and ſo fearful leſt 


they ſhould be thought deficient in their ac- 
knowledgements of royal bounty, that they 


back'd this addreſs with another, expreſſed 


in almoſt higher ſtrains of gratitude, which 
the Vice-chancellor condeſceuded to bring up 
himſelf; and the manner, in which they (ul 
ſpeak of thoſe benefactions at Oxford, ſlie w. 


how far they have alter'd their ſentiments, 


and how well they deſerve his Majeſty's far 
ther encouragement. 


But their being good ſubjects now doe; 


not prove that they were ſo ine or ten years 
ago; nor does their preſent Loyalty oblige me 


to conceal their former Diſobedience; which 
ought, for many reaſons, to be expoſed and 


recorded to poſterity. 
Fiſt, were it only as an hiſtorical fat, 
and tor the information of ſucceeding ages, 


who have certainly a right to be made ac- 
quainted with the behaviour aud practices of 


their Forefatbers. 


Secondly, for a proof of the inſtabiliry of 


human affairs, what ſudden c/ 


brought about in the world, and how ſur- 
priſingly good is produc'd out of evil. 
Thirdly, to humble the pride and ſelf-ſuf- 


ficiency of mankind, who ought not to be 


oo much elated with an opinion of their 
OWN 
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own knowledge and virtue, when they ſee 
that ſo famous a nurſery of religion and 
learning has not been free from very great 
errors and miſcarriages; as, by the difference 


in their preſent conduct, they ſeem them- 


ſelves to acknowledge. 

Laſtly, that the preſent members of that 
univerſity may have the glory which is due to 
them, for bringing about ſo defrrable a work; 
and that we, whoſe ſpiritual welfare depends 
ſo much upon the purity or thoſe fountains, 
may rejoice aud be glad in it. 

We are aſſur'd in ſcripture, ht there is 
more joy in heaven over one ſiuner that re- 


penteth, zhar over ninety and nine ſaſt per- 


ſons who need no repentance. If the ſame 
rule is to be obſerved upon earth, how great 
and extraordinary ſhould the Avent, joy 
be at preſent, upon account of this Aca- 
demical Reformation, when we conſider that 
the number of penitent ſinners is 10 large, 
and of thoſe, who need zo repentance, ſo 
very ſmall ? 

But we may carry this evangelical duc- 
trine too far, which obliges us to fyrg:ive and 
rejvice over our Rebelliaus repenting bretliren; 
but not to reward and confide in them be- 
yond thoſe who need no political repentance; 
for it cannot ſurely be interpreted to mean, 
that a man, who has but juſt eſcaped the 
gallows or ſcaffold, which he confeſſedly 
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deſerved, has immediately a right to a prime 
Poſt, or an overgrown Penſion. 

Indeed the labourers in the goſpel, who 
came in at the eleventh hour, received every 
man a penny, as well as thiſe, who had borne 
the heat and burthen of the day; and when 
the latter repined at this, as an uncqual diſ- 
tribution, they were ſeverely rebuked for it, 
becauſe it did them uo wroug. But, if the 
maſter of the vizeyard had paid thoſe, who 
came in at that late hour, every man @ penny, 
and had given aothing to thoſe, who bore 
the heat and burthen of the day, I believe 
it would have been condemn'd in the pa- 
rable, as a very hard and unjuſtifiable pro- 
cceding. 

This, I fay, therefore is ſtraining the facred 
text, and is deſtructive of all Morality as well 
as Religion; for it tends to the encouragement 
of Rebellion and makes Loyalty (inſtead of be- 
ing its own reward) become its own Puniſſ1- 
ent. 

It were to be wiſhed indeed, that the ſtale, 
political maxim of ohliging our Enemies, under 
the ſtrange ſuppolition that ozr Friends will 
continue to be our Friends, at all events, were 
as fully exploded in practice, as it is in theory; 
for though it is univerſally condemned by all 
parties, as ungrateſul, baſe, and impolitich; yet 
it has had too much influence in the counſels 
and adminiſtrations of all Reigas ; unleſs I 
may be allowed to except the preſent. 
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However this conduct may ferve the pur- 


poſes of an ambitious Szateſman, who is de- 


clining in the eſteem of that Party, upon which 
he firſt ſet out, and by whoſe zntereſt he ag- 
grandiz'd himſelf; yet it never did, nor ever 


will conduce to the good of any Nation, os 
the glory of any Prince. 


I ſhall not inſiſt upon the haſeneſ or ingra- 
titude of ſuch proceedings, becauſe as pi 
lick Honeſty has, long ago, been laugh'd at as 
a chimera, it would be ridiculous to argue 
upon public Gratitude. But, ſpeaking politi- 
cally, what can any Government be ſaid to 
gain by ſach a conduct? if it engages an Exe- 
my, does it not alſo endanger the loſs of a 
Friend? Or, can an old inveterate Adverſary, 
brought over by venal motives, be more re- 
ly'd upon than a ſtaunch Friend, actuated by 
the natural principles and dictates of his heart? 
— It is, at beſt, nothing elſe but giving 
away with one hand, what they gain with the 
other; not to mention the hazard, which 
they run, of being betray 4 or andermiu'd by 
their zew converts and adherents. 

To ſuppoſe that or ſriexds will always be 
our friends, however deſerted, diſregarded, 
or ill-uſed, is equally ridiculous with belie- 
ving that mercenary Proſelytes can be ſately 
confided in, when there is rea! danger. 
Zeal and Affection to a cauſe may goa great 
way in reſtraining ſome perſons from detec- 
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tion; but men of all parties are equally men, 
compoſed of the ſame fleſh and blood, and 
ſubje& to the ſame frailties. Nature will 
ſometimes rebel againſt principle, when it is 
long and grievouſly provoked by male-treat- 
ment and oppreſſion; as even the groſſeſt pa- 
trons of blind obedience and implicit ſubmiſſion 
have frequently acknowledg'd by their actions, 
as well as their words. 

Itis the glory of Thoſe in the preſeat admi- 
niſtration, that they have conquer'd all oppo- 
ſition, and ſubdued the hearts of their enemies 
by the force of truth and the anblameable con- 
duct of publick affairs, without having re- 
courſe to thoſe mean artifices of deſerting 
their Friends, and ſuborning the nation's 
known Enemies into their ſervice. We now 
ſee the publick buſineſs going on, without 
any of thoſe rubs and impediments, which uſed 
to clog the proceedings, and embarraſs the 
deſigns of men in power. Thoſe perſons who, 
ſometime ago, were loudeſt upon theſe oc- 
caſions, are now convinced of their error, 
and, by the meer force of Reaſon, are obliged 
to alter their conduct, by joining chearfully, 


with our preſent Patriots, in all ſchemes and 


meaſures for the publick good. They ſee 
the weakneſs of their former arguments; the 
reaſons of their late diſcontent are quite va- 
niſhed, and the ſubjects of popular clamour 
are laid afide. The neccflary, ycarly taxes, 
occaſional deficiencies, and even that dread- 
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fal topick of fanding armies have loſt their 
weight, and are no longer bzg-bears, to deter 
them from purſuing the true intereſt of their 
country. — I ſpeak this, for the honour of 
Thoſe, to whom we are oblig'd for this hap- 
py COALITION ! 

Nay, ſhould it, at any time, be thought necef- 
ſary, for the ſatety and glory of this nation, 
to heap Honours upon ſuch men, becauſe the 
have been Enemies to their country; and to cru 
others, for being over - zealous in their du- 
zy, (which poſſibly may be ſoinetimes ob- 
jected) I have nothing to ſay againſt it, how- 
vergrating it may be to zhoſe, whom it ſhall af- 
fect : little inconveniences muſt be ſubmit- 
ted to, for the publick good; and as long as 
the Places of truſt and profit are not en- 
groſſed and monopoliz'd in a few hands, but 
diſtributed without partiality amongſt the moſt 
deſerving; as long as Peſions are beſtowed 
only upon thoſe, who are intitled to them 
by their zeal and ſaſferings for the preſent 
Government, and not ſquander d away upon 
the moſt ill- deſerving men, I think every 
good ſubject onght to fit down contented 
under all private hardſhips, not without bleſſing 
thoſe wiſe heads and honeſt hearts, by Which 
the Publick is ſo well ſecur'd! 

[ muſt, however, beg leave to Obſerve, that 
whenever fuch retrograde meaſures ſhall be 
judged expedient by thoſe in power, it will be 

very 
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very unreaſonable for them to cry Taru: coat 
firſt, and charge their own fickleneſs upon 


thoſe, who chuleto abide by their former prin- 


Ciples, and will not join with them in their 
zew counſels and Tergiverſations. — But it is 
ſtill more ridiculous for any man to exclaim 
againſt Trimming, even ſuppoling the charge 
to be true, who has been notoriouſly guilty of 
that practice himſelf, whenever his Keſentments 
or Ambition have made it convenient. 


For my part, I freely confeſs (and let my 


Enemies take it for an handle of triumph) that 
I have been, for a long time, entirely miſtaken 
in my general Opinion of mankind, and the 
common tranſactions of the world. I once 
thought there was a real difference in Parties, 
and that there was ſomething more in thoſe 
diſtinctions, which baye ſo long divided us, 
than a mere ſtruggle for Power, and a tryal 
of skill, between a few great men, to deter- 


mine which of them ſhall be Greateſt. 


I am now convinced of the contrary : I 
have ſeen it; I have felt it; and find, by fatal 
experience, that there is nothing in outward 
names and profeſſions; but I begin to conſider 
moſt of the great diſputes in Politichs and 
Controverſies about Religion only as ingeni- 
ous devices to aggrandize a few deſigning 
Kmnaves, at the expence of a vait number of 
honeſt, andeſigning ⁊ealots, Who join With 
them in the ſame cauſe. When this point 
is once gained, the mask is thrown on; 

an 
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and the next buſineſs is to cajole them» 
ſelves into the fayour of thoſe, whom they 
had before diſpleaſed; which is frequently 
done by leaving their late vigorous adherents 
in the lurch; or, perhaps, giving them up 
as ſacrifices to appeaſe the reſentments of 
the oppoſite Party. 

do not mention this with any vain expecta- 
tions that what I can ſay will produce the leaſt 
amendment or alteration ; but only by way 
of apology for my own conduct, in having 
been too Zealous In a good cauſe, and fondly 
imagining that the reſt of the world were as 
much ix earneſt as myſelf. 

It will probably be objected by the little bi- 
gots to a party, and tools to ambition, that it is 
preſumptuous and impertinent for any private 
perſon to ſpeak thus freely of men, who 
move in an orb ſo far above his own. Such gro 
veling objectors nay enjoy their ſordid opint= 
ons as long as they pleaſe, which perhaps wilt 
be no longer than they themſelves continue 
in dependance, and their Patrons in place. 
But let them know, that it wasalways a rooted 
perſuaſion in my mind, that every one, who 
is not become a flave by his own conſent, 
has a right to ſpeak with the utmoſt freedom 
conſiſtent with decency and the publick 
good, of any men, in Whatever rank or 
{tation they are placed. Let them know far- 
ther, that I think it the duty of every mem- 
ber of a free ſociety to maintain his private 
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property, intereſt, and privileges, however ſmall, 
in that ſociety; and that, for my own particu- 
lar, I am reſolved to aſſert my Right, and 
defend the little I have left, to the utmoſt of 
my power; unleſs I find it neceſſary to ſa- 
crifice even that alſo to the ſervice of my 
Country. 

With this reſolution I nndertook the fol- 
lowing work, and, having received ſome 
marks of diſgrace and ill- uſage in the univer- 
fity, endeavoured, by a very juſt Kecrimina- 
tion, to vindicate myſelf, and expoſe thoſe 
who had deprived me of my Right. I ſhall 
not, in this place, trouble the reader with the 
circumſtances of my caſe, and the treatment 
I met with at Oxford, having been, perhaps, 
too prolix upon that head, in one of the fol- 
lowing * papers, to which I refer. 

As for the Imprudence of this undertaking, 
which has frequently been objected, I confels 
it to be ſuch, and that I have all along pro- 
ceeded, in the bold ſearch of Truth, without 
a ſingle view to my own intereſt, without 
any promiſe or expectation of the ſmalleſt re- 
ward, even that of being preſented to a Doc- 
tor's degree by the univerſity, in return for 
all my induſtry, and the pains which I have 
taken in its behalf. 

Having 
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Having ſpoken thus much like a child of 
this world, and frankly acknowledged my 
ſelf in the wrong, as ſuch; give me leave 
to declare how far I thing my ſelf in the 
right, ſuppoſing for once, that truth and 
reaſon, abſtracted from all other conſide- 
rations, were to be the umpires. 

The worldly-wiſe and the pradent of this 
generation conſider things only as they reſpect 
their temporal intereſt and advantage, with- 
Out any regard to right or wrong, truth or 
falſhood, any farther than they conduce to 
their corrupt purpoſes, and ſelfiſh aims. But 
it is the part of a Scholar and an Honeſt man, 
to conſider things intriuſically, and to make 
Truth, Reaſon, and Equity, the ſtandards of all 
his determinations. -- Let us, therefore, put 
the queſtion before us in that light, and ſee 
whether the preſent undertaking 1s blameable 
or praiſe-worthy, when thus ſet in view. 

The only two things to be conſidered in 
this enquiry, are the matter contained in the 
following fheets, and the manner in which it 
is treated 

As to the FIRST: If the fats I have men- 
troned are true; if my arguments, upon thoſe 
facts are juſt and valid; it the practices I have 
condemned are really anwarrautable; and the 
whole tenour of what I have written tends, 
in its nature, to the Reformation of the univer- 
ſity, and the intereſt of Loyalty and true Learn- 
ing, I think I deſerve the thanks, inſtead — 

the 
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the clamours and ili-will, of all reaſonable 
men. How far ſuch an attempt is prudent 
or politick, is quite another queſtion, and no- 
thing to the preſent purpoſe, unleſs we are to 
admit, (what, I hope, will not be deſired) 
that the world is compoſed of nothing but 
juggle, grimace, and legerdemain ; and that 
the before mentioned principles of truth, rea- 
ſox, and equity are only baits to inſnare the 
vulgar, and captivate thoſe, whoſe ignorance 
makes them an eaſy prey. 

Upon this iſſue, therefore, *-*rethat my 
Performance may betried. If it can beproved 
that I have, in general, miſrepreſented mat- 
ters of fact, that my objections have no force, 
that I have calumniated the univerſity with- 
out any reaſon, and oppoſed the intereſt of 
ſound learning, I ſhall be contented to bear 
all that load of infamy, which ſuch practices 
truly deſerve. But if nothing of this nature 
can be fixed upon me, Idefire that the dium 
which hath been unjuſtly caſt upon me, for 
expoſing theſe corruptions, may be transferr'd 
to Thoſe who are guilty of them. I ſpeak in 
general; for it is impoifible, in a work of this 
nature, to avoid miltakes in every trivial cir- 
cumſtance, and minute particular. What I 
have myſelf been able to diſcover of that ſort, 


Thavecorrected in this edition; and if Iam in- 


formed of any others, they ſhall alſo be amend- 
ed in the next; but for the reſt which hither- 
to remains, or ſhall remain uncontuted, I am 
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reſolved to juſtify it upon all occaſions, and 
in any manner. 

With regard to that part, which relates to 
the Exerciſes and Diſcipline of the univerſity, 
I muſt put the reader in mind, that I repreſent 
them as they ſtood vine or ten years ago, the 
tune when [lay the ſcene of theſe papers; for 
I muſt confeſs that, of late years, ſome wiſe 
Regulations have been introduced in thoſe re- 
lpects. 

I mentioned in * one of my papers, that 
ſuch a Reformation was then begun in ſome 
Colleges; and I am fince aſſured that it has got 
footing in the public Exerciſes of the uni- 
verſity, I am well informed that the Diſcipline 
in general is more ſtrictly regarded; that the 
+ Colledors have been lately curb'd in their 
exorbitauces ; that Locke, Clarke, and Sir Iſaac 
Newton begin to find countenance in the 
{chools, and that Ariſtotle ſeems to totter on 
his antient throne. Bur, I hope, that I ſhall 
not be charged with falſification, tor repreſent- 
ing things as they formerly ſtood, becauſe 
they have ſince been alter d and reformed. I 
would not, from hence, be thought to arro- 
gate the leaſt part of this Reformation to myſelf; 
but, with the utmoſt pleaſure, am ready to 


| pre it, where it is juſtly due, to the pre- 


vailing good ſenſe, and unprejudiced under- 
ſtanding of ſeveral ingeniousyoang Gentlemen, 
the 


— 


— — 


Nit Ttrræ-Filis t. Ne. xxi. f Vide Terræ-Filiut. N xlii. 


xiii PREFACE. 


the preſent ornamests of that univerſity ; and 1 

eſpecially to Mr. Barton, Fellow of Corpus- 
Chriſti College, one of the Pro- proctors for the 

laft and the preſent year; a Gentleman who f 

bears ſuch ageneral good character, both as t 

to Learning and Probity, that I will not endea- z 

| your to leſſen it, by any obnoxious praiſes ! 

f which I can beſtow. I am, however, fin= 1 

0 

ft 


it 
11 
| 
| 


cerely glad to hear, that he has attempted this 
| Change, without incurring upon himſelf that 
i oblogay and clamour, which uſually attend 


| ſuch Innovations, and that he lives in the gene-! t 
ral eſteem of all perſons there, excepting on- 1 

1 ly ſome Pedants and Bigots to antiquity, 1: 
1 whoſe praiſe or reproach is of equal weight. t 


Laſtiy, as to thoſe 3 matters, which fr 
0 are ſcattered up and down through theſe pa- 7 
pers, and particularly with relation to a cer= te 
wi tain HEAD of a college, (whoſe name is te 
| grown nauſeous to the publick) I will on- le 
Iy ſay, that I :took all poſſible care to in- * 
ll form my ſelf aright in every particular, be- 

0 fore I publiſhed it. I did, at that time, ap- I 
j peal to the world, as well as himſelf, for th 
vil the truth of what I related; and having not th 
ll yet been contradicted, I preſume that it pro- 18 
| ceeds from the zozoriety and conſciouſneſs ( 
wn of his guilt. However, I do once more tb 
{ call upon him, in this publick manner, to I 
ll do himſelf juſtice, if he thinks that he is in- be 
| jured; and promiſe, upon conviction of any 2 
4 Ma- 
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material errors, to retract what I have ſaid, 
and repair the wrong. 

But if he thinks proper to make any de- 
fence, I mult defire and inſiſt upon it, that 
he will do it, not by private whiſpers in par- 
ticular Families, not by vile back-bitmg inſi- 
nuations and an Fected contempt of what 
J have written; but by plain, open evidence 
of the falſity of my Fas, or the imconciu- 
ſiueneſi of my Reaſoning. 

I am confident that he cannot do this; and 
therefore, however the preſent generation 
may determine this point againit me, tor the 
lake of carrying on little Party views, or 
tke maintainance of igotted Friendſhips, or 
from a joint-concern in the ſame deteſtable 
Practices; yet, I cannot help anticipating 
to my lelf the approbation of the next age, 
to whoſe impartial deciſion I chearfully 
leave this matter, and doubt not that his me- 
mory will ſtink in the noſtrils of pofter:zy. 

Bat SECONDLY, as to the manner, in which 
have treated this ſubject (which is the next 
thing to be conlider'd) I muſt firſt obſerve, 
that I am not one of thoſe, who think there 
is any ſia or immorality in Ridicule and a ludi- 
croas (tile, provided they are juſtly apply'd; 
that, in the preſent caſe, if the matters, which 
I have complained of, be true, they cannot 
be treated in too ſcornful and contemptuous 
a manner; if they are ot true, I cannot be 

Juſti- 
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juſtify'd for publiſhing ſuch falſhoods, tho* 
I did it in the graveſt and moſt ſolemn ſtile. 

In a work of this nature, it is very hard 
to pleaſe any, and impoffible to pleaſe 
all. The different tempers and taſtes of men 
cannot reliſh the ſame ſtile or manner of 
writing, any more than the ſame diſh or the 
ſame diverſion: Tops love Romances ; Pedants 
love jargon; the ſplenatick man delights in ſa- 
tire; and the gay Courtier in panegyrick ; lome 
are pleas'd with Poetry; others with Proſe ; 
ſome are tor plain truths, and ſome for diſ- 
guiſe and diſſimulation. 

I was aware of this, when I begun, and, 
in my ſecond paper, reſery'd to my ſelf a li- 
berty to be in what humour I pleas'd, and ta 
vary my manner as well as my ſubject, ho- 
ping thereby to pleaſe moſt ſorts of readers; 
but I quickly found my ſelf diſappointed in 
my expectations, having often receiv'd, by the 
ſame poſt, complaints from ſome ot my cor- 
reſpondents, that I was zoo grave for the cha- 
racter of Terræ-Filius; and from others, that 
I affected /evity too much for one, who ſtil'd 
himſelf a Reformer. 

In anſwer to both theſe objections, I ſhall 
only beg of my readers to conſider, that as, 
on one hand, it ought not to be expected that 
a man ſhould keep his face upon the broad 

rin for half a year together; ſo, on the other, 
cannot apprehend that it is at all neceſſary 
for a Reformer to be a Puritan, always in the 
| dumps, 
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dumps, and always holding forth with a diſ- 
mal face and a canting tone. 


ricliculum acri 
Fortius & meliùs maguas plernmque ſecat res. 


Upon the whole, after the cooleſt review 
of this undertaking, and the various reflec- 
tions which I have been making upon it, for 
theſe five years paſt, I can ſee nothing in it, 
to repent of, Hut the want of ſufficient abili- 
ties to treat a ſubject of ſuch general impor- 
tance in the manner which it deſerves. But 
I hope the reader will excuſe ſome im- 
perfections, when he confiders the nature 
of my ſtinted Education, that I was allowed 
to continue but zhree years at Oxford, and 
was not twenty four years of age, when 1 
compleated this undertaking. 

Give me leave, for a concluſion, to indulge 
the natural vanity of an author, by applying to 
my own performance the ſelt-exaltation of the 
celebrated Horace; which may ſeem the more 
excuſable in me, ſtncethe gratification of this 
baman foible is the only Reward, which Iam 
ever like to receive for all my zeal and all my 
labours! 


Exkoel nonumentum ere pereunius, 

Regalique ſitu pyramidum altins, 

38575 non imber edax, non —_— impotens 
offit diruere, aut innumerabilis 

Annorum ſeries, & fuga temporum. 

Non omnis moriar. 


AD- 


ADVERTISEMENT. | 
3s 
\ Hereas I have freqently declared, ac- 
cording to the full intention of my RA 
heart, that I ſhould be always ready to cor- (v 
rect any miſtakes, which I have inadvertent- 
ly fallen into, through the courſe of theſe 
papers, I think my ſelf obliged to acknow- 
ledge, that I have received intelligence from 
a gentleman, whoſe veracity I can never dif- 
truſt, that I gave to much credit to a letter 
dated from I adbars college, concerning the 
public lecturers at Oxford, there being two | 
or three of thoſe gentlemen, beſides thoſe 
whom I have mentioned, who ought to be 
excepted out of the general cenſure, As] — 
received this information too late to make 
theſe exceptions in their proper places, I muſt 
deſire the reader to accept of this general ac- 
knowledgement and apology, together with GE 
my promiſe, that if the publick continue their 
fayour ſo far as to bring theſe ſheets to a 
zhird impreſſion, I will not only correct thoſe 
miſtakes, but all others, of which I ſhall be 
duly appriz'd ; it being my determined reſo- 
lution not to perſiſt in any known errors, but 
to pare away every thing of that nature, 
and reduce theſe volumes to a ſeries of am; 
the moſt inconteſtable Tracbs. fer 
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WEDNESDAY, January 11. 1721. 


GENTLEMEN and LADIES, 


r is ſo long ſince I had the honout 
of your company at the theatre at 
Oxford, that I am afraid, accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of the world, 
you have almoſt forgot your old 
} acquaintance: I will therefore, firſt 

| of 'all, put you in mind who I 
— and for what reaſons I have been thus long 

t. 

It has, till of late, been a cuſtom, from time im- 
memorial, for one of our family to mount the 
Raſtrum at O xſord at certain ſeaſons, and divert an 
ö B 1ngumo- 
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innumerable crowd of ſpectators, who flock d thi- 
ther to hear him from all parts, with a merry oration 
in the Feſcennine manner, interſpers d with ſecret 
hiſtory, raillery, and farcaſm, as the occaſions of the 
times ſupply d him with matter. 

If a venerable Head of a college was caught fn 
a- bed with his neighbour's wife; or ſhaking his A 
boys on a ſunday morning; or flattering a prime 
miniſter for a biſhoprick ; or coaxing his bed-maker's 
girl out of her maidenhead ; the hoary old ſinner 
might expect to hear of it from our lay-pulpit the 
next 4d. Or if a celebrated toaſt and a young ſtu- 
dent were ſeen together at midnight under a ſhady 
myrtle-tree, billing like two pretty turtle-doves, 
to him it belong'd, being a poet as well as an ora- 
tor, to tell the tender ſtory in a melancholy ditty, 
adapted to paſtoral mufick. 
Something like this jovial ſolemnity were the 
famous Saturnalian feaſts among the Romans, at 
which every ſcullion and skipkennel had liberty to tell 
his maſter his own, as the Britiſh mobility emphati- 
cally ſtile it. Who, ſaid one of them, help'd Phillis 
the chambermaid to make the beds one day, when 
his lady was a viſiting? Or, whoſe lady kiſsd 
Damon the butler behind a hogſhead of Falernian, 
when her husband was hunting the boar? Or, who 
loſt five thouſand ſeſterces at Play, and mortgaged 
his eſtate to pay it?---"Twas all water- 
at theſe times, and no exceptions were to 
ne xford af agrees 

I cannot 1 ay, that our Oxfor 
with the old — finds in every particular; for 
we do not find upon record one inſtance of any 
pentleman-lacquey, who was turn'd out of doors 
upon this account, or met with ſo much as a bro- 
ken head for his impertinence. An old manuſcript, 
I confeſs, in the Bodleian library, takes ſome notice 
ef one Cladius Snappius, an old Sabine farmer, who 
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being jeer d in too free a manner by one of his 
plowmen, — in a pet, Why, how now, ſirrah ? 
ave a good ſtock; and ſo went home 


in the dumps: but we read of no bloodſhed, nor 
' expulſion from his ſervice. 


Bi 


Notwithſtanding what ſome wife heads have 
thought to the contrary, I cannot ſee the great un- 


- reaſonableneſs of ſuch publick licences as theſe at 


particular ſeaſons: for why ſhould a poor under- 
graduate be called an idle raſcal, and a good for no- 


> thmg blockhead, for being perhaps but twice at 


' chapel in one day; or for coming into college at 


ten or eleven a clock at night; or for a thouſand 


other greater trifles than theſe ; whilſt the grey- 


headed doctors may indulge themſelves in what de- 
baucheries, and corruptions they pleaſe, with impu-. 
nity, and without cenſure? Methinks it could not 
do any great hurt to the univerſities, if the old 
fellows were to be jobed at leaſt once in four or 
five years for their irregularities, as the young ones 


are every day, if they offend. 


Indeed, ſome of my predeceſſors have us'd the 
old gentlemen too roughly, and run their chriſtian 
patience quite out of breath. One of theſe acade- 
mical pickleherrings (currilouſly affionted the learned 
preſident of St. John's college (in defiance of the 
ſtatute de contumeliis compeſcendis) by ſhaking a 
box and dice in the theatre, and calling out to 
him by name, as he came in, in this manner, Facta 
eſt alea, doctor, Seven's the main, in alluſion to a 
{candalous report handed about by the doctors's ene- 
mies, that he was guilty of that infamous practice, 


and had loſt great ſums of other people's money at 


dice; which ſtory all, who have the honour to 
be acquainted with that profound divine, know to 
be a moſt groundleſs and impudent defamation. 
Several ſuch indignities as theſe baving been of- 
ferd to the grave fathers ot the univerſity, (the 
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reverend the heads and governours of colleges and 
halls) they winc'd like ſo many gall'd horſes, and 
£2id to one another, Gentlemen, theſe are no jeſts; 


if we ſuffer this, we ſhall become the ſport of | | 


freſhmen and ſervitors; let us expel him, for an 


example to others not to take ſuch freedoms with! 


their ſuperiors, 
And Terræ Filius was accordingly expell'd almoſt 
every act. Yet, for all that, ſome body was (till 
found upon theſe occaſions, endow'd with chriſtian 
courage enough to rebuke wickedneſs in high pla- 
ces, at the expence of infamy and nakedneſs; the 
uſual] conſequences of incurring eccleſiaſtical dit- 
pleaſure! | 
To put therefore an entire ſtop to this dangerous 
practice, of expoſing the Dons to deriſion and de- 
teſtation, it hath been thought expedient, for the 
of their reputations, to have no publick a& at 
all for ſome years; and when they have, to have no 
Terre- Filius: by this means obliging me to ſilence, 
when there is moſt occaſion for me to open my mouth. 
, Being of a very talkative temper, and withal 
ſomething ſplenatick, you muſt needs think, loving 
readers, how uneaſy this confinement has been to 
me: to ſee ignorance, ſuperſtition, tyranny and 
1 riding rampant in the ſeminaries of re- 
igion; to ſee barefaced, fraudulent actions daily 
cc mitted by the hands that ought to adminiſter juſ- 
tice; to ſee per jury and rebellion publickly preached 
and inculcated into the minds of youth; to ſee the 
virtuous munificence of founders and benefactors 
quandered away at gaming-tables, and amongſi 
frockjobbers, or guzzled down in hogſheads of wine, 
or toſt up in fricaſees and veniſon paſties: I fay, 
to ſee all this, and to ſee no publick .remedy ap- 
ply'd or propos d to be apply'dto this complication o. 
evils, would extort ſatire and indignation from the 
. moſt lukewarm breaſt, 
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Nam quis iniquæ 
Tam patiens urbis, tam ferreus ut teneat ſe? 


Being therefore denied the liberty to ridicule vice, 
as I us'd to do, in a publick manner, I have liv'd 


' incog tor ſeveral years at Oxford, and have been a 


careful and nice obſerver of all proceedings publick 


and private, which have been carried on in that place 
ever ſince; I have remarked the lives and conduct 
of all perſons of note there, both male and female; 
and having taken exact minutes of each material 
circumſtance, I am come up to town, being no 


longer able to contain my felt, and have taken lodg- 


+ ings at a printer's, in order to retail my obſervations 
8 P 


out to the world in a weekly half-ſheet, that all per. 
ſons, and eſpecially the meaner ſort(who have conceiv d 
ſuch a veneration for the univerſities) may Judgo 

ies 


whether their implicit zeal for thoſe learned 
| (as they are called) be juſtly plac'd or not; and-whe- 


ther, in their preſent un 
the nurſeries of 


ted ſtate, they are not 
pedantry inſtead of ſound learning, 
of bigottry inſtead of ſound religion, and of trea- 


ſon inſtead of loyalty; whether their ſtatutes (both 
thoſe of the univerſity and of particular colleges) are 
not generally perverted, or partially executed; we- 


ther the publick diſcipline is not wretchedly neglect- 
ed, and the publick exerciſes confin d to nonſenſical 


Jargon, and the mere burleſque of true knowledge; 


whether even thoſe uſeleſs exerciſes are perform'd 


| as they ought to be; whether the criterion of me- 
rit is not render'd very precarious; and whether the 
method of taking degrees is not very unjuſt and 


arbitrary; whether moſt benefactions, both publick 


| and private, are not either embezzelbd or miſapply d; 


. 
* 

— 
\ 
IE 


and whether (ſuppoſing all this can be proved) the 
loud complaints, that have ſo long and & often 
been made to no effect, were or not; 
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and whether the regulation, which has been ſo 


earneftly expected, was not juſtly and honeſtly ex. 
pected. 
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Obſequium amicos, VERITAS odium parit. Ter. 
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WepntsDAY, January 18. 


mon, eſtabliſh'd maxim, Truth ought 


ſhould be thought partial in my opinion: but Þ 


thus much, I ſuppoſe, without affronting any body, 
I may fay, that it was firſt introduced to cover 
ſome deſign, which could not be carried on with- 
out concealing the TxuTH; and I will add, that 
every deſign, which cannot otherwiſe be carried 
on, is a wicked deſign; for that T RUTH tends in 
its nature either to the diſſervice of man, or the 
diſhonour of God, or to both (as it certainly does, 
2 ought not to be ſpoken at all times) is a por 
. ation big with miſchief and falſhood 3 as it dif 
folves all obligations, civil and ſpiritual, and redu- 
ces all religion, both natural and revealed, to mere 


HERE is not in nature a more ſenſe- 
less piece of impoſture, than that com- 


chimera; 
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chimeras and impoſitions which have no foun- 


dation. 

I always thought it the great buſineſs of lear- 
ning and philoſophy to enquire after T Ru TH, and 
to diſcover that ineſtimable jewel (as it uſed to be 
called)-as far as frail nature will allow us. This 
is what the greateſt men of allages have proſeſsd to be 
their enquiry, and the ultimate end of all their 
ſtudies: they were fo far from believing that 
TzxvTa was hurtful to mankind, that, on the con- 
trary, they thought it the preateſt- ſervice to their 
tellow-creatures io purſue it with indefatigable 
application, and to publiſh it unreſervedly amongſt 
them. I 
Nay, even in this nation, and in this age, whilſt 
we call it ſinful and imprudent to ſpeak the truth. 
how often do we hear it inſiſted upon from the 

pit, of what an eternal and divine nature Tauru 
is; that it is unalterable, and varies not with times 
and ſeaſons? If fo, 'methinks ſuch a divine bleſ- 
ſing ought to be made as lar and diffufive as it 
_ be, for the preſent and welfare of man- 

ind, 

Our religions God be praiſed, is of ſo excellent 
and apoſtolical a conſtitution, that it needs no- 
craft, nor diſguiſes, to ſupport it; it fears no ex- 
amination, but demands it of all-its profeſſors ; it 
is built upon the rock of Txorm, and why ſhould 


the ſtrength and glory of its foundation be kept 


a ſecret ? 

And yet how often do we hear men b'amed for 
blabbing the truth! Nay,. how often do we hear 
ſome men openly maintain, that, in many points, 
the common * ought to be deluded, and kept 


in the dark, the preſervation of government 
and religion? 063. e en V 


that function, out of a ſcrupulous conſcience, or 2 
B. 4. tender 
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tender regard for mankind, condemns his own 


body for what he thinks wrong in them, or diſ- 


putes any doctrine which has been current a- 
mongſt them, he is told, That, ſuppoſing this hope- 
ful point could be made aut, yet it became not a cler- 


gyman to be concern d in ſuch dirty work, but that he 


oug ht to leave it to the Laity, who are always ready 
enough upon ſuch occaſions. 
And we may conſtantly obſerve, as Soſia ſays in 
my motto, that theſe communicative men, who 
cannot keep counſel, but are always divulging the 
truth, meet with the worſt ſort of treatment, and 
are look d upon as falſe brethren, and falſe ſons of 
that church, in which they have the honour t 
ſer ve: J have before my eyes ſo many inſtances o 
this, eſpecially amongſt the wiſeſt and worthieſt of 
men, that were 1 to enumerate them, I ſhould be 
at a loſs where to begin. F 
This has not only a direct tendency to atheiſm, 
but is the very eſſence of . atheiſm itſelf: it ſup- 
poſes, indeed, that ſame ſyſtem of theology is 
neceſſary for the good of civil ſociety ; but it ſup- 
ſes alſo that a falſe one will ſerve the turn; nay, 
it ſuppoſes farther, and evidently implies, that a 
falſe one will ſerve the turn better than a true one; 
and why may not one falſe one, if well  contriv'd, 
do as r nr * K Lc; 1 c 
By this artifice, every ſtage-hypocrite, and ol 
Men in authority impoſes upon mankind what 
ridiculous doctrines, and wicked practices he plea- 
ſes: it is, ſays he, a fin to pry into either, or diſ- 
cover them to others, if you cannot help diſcovering 
them your ſelf. "WIA 
Thus have ill-minded prieſts in all ages wrapt 
up the amiable zruths, of religion in a cloud of 
hard names, and cooked them up, like French 
ragouſts, with ſo many different ingredients, that 
nv body knows what to make of them; ond. all 
| vc 
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believe them, as they are chriſten'd, by the name of 
ſteries. 
In the fame manner corrupt ſtateſmen, when 


1 they are projecting deſtructive ſchemes againſt 


their country, conceal their deſigus under plau- 
ſible colours and a popular outſide ; well know- 
ing, that if TRU rn ſhould come to light, their 
actions will not ſtand the teſt of examination, 


and that the ruin, which they were plotting 
> apainſt the publick, will fall heavy upon them- 


E ves. 


For this reaſon, both prieſts and politicians, 


| who under thoſe characters are deſtroying the re- 
gion and liberties of their country, make it their 
- buſineſs, as it is their intereſt, to diſcountenance 


honeſt and ſincere men, the impartial enquirers 
after truth, the avowed enemies of falſnood and 
eln dcfance of al tel diſcouragem 

In defiance of all t ents, I TER. 
R&-FILIUS, a free-thinker, and a free-ſpeaker, 
highly incens'd againſt all knavery and impoſture, 
and not thinking TrxuTu ſuch a terrible enemy to 
religion and order, as it has been repreſented, 
do hereby declare war againſt all cheats and delu- 
ders, howſoever dignified, « or whereſvever reſiding ; 
the fear of obloquy and ill ufage ſhall not deter 
me from this undertaking, nor ſhall any conſide- 


nations rob me of the liberty of my own thoughts 


and my own tongue. 
In the purſuit of this deſign, I ſhall not con- 
fine my ſelf to any particular method; but ſhall 


de grave or whimſical, ſerious or ludicrous, profaical 


or poetical, philoſophical or fatyrical, argue or tell 


: ſtories, weep over my ſubject, or laugh over it, 
be in humour, or out of humour, according to 
Whatever paſſion is uppermoſt in my breaſt, whilſt 


I am writing, 
# B 7 I do 
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I do not expect that the paſſions. of my readers ] 
ſhould keep time with my own; for I think it { 
full as arbitrary to obtrude my anger or mirth upon 
others, as it is to impoſe my faith and opinions: | 
neither do F expect to have it believ'd, when | 
upon ſome particular ſubjects I ſpeak with more 
than ordinary warmth and aſperity (Si paulo aſpe- | | 
rius quam pro meo more expreſſerim, as a moſt re t 
verend author has it) that pubiick ſpirit and pub- | n 
lick good, abſtracted from all ſelfiſn motives, are v 
my ſole aim; but I hope that even perſonal re- F 
ſentments may be well grounded, and conſequently i 
praiſe-worthy. | 

Whilſt therefore the Britiſh legiſlature are re- 
venging their injur'd country, and bringing the 

gigantick parricides to juſtice, I judge it no im- 

proper time to, diſcover other traytors and other 

plunderers; traytors to the King, whom they have 

{worn to obey; and plunderers of living focieties, “ 7 

as well as of good men deceas'd, their antient foun- 

ders and benefactors. 

- The latter of theſe do not ſeem to me much a 
leſs miſchievous than the former; zhey have pil- 
lhg'd their country of its wealth and its credit; 
zheſe of its religion and of every good principle; | 
nay, it is not unlikely (ſince corruption of prin- 
ciples is the firſt ſtep to vice) that our univer- 
ſities, or the ſpawn iſſuing from thence, firſt de- 
bauch'd the morals of theſe men, and actuated them 
to thoſe villanies, which they have ſince com- 
mitted, | x 

The only diflerence I can ſee between them, | 

is this; that whereas the traiterous  fock-jobbers i 

diſpatch'd their wickedneſs at once, and by their 

raſhneſs brought down ſudden vengeance upon 
themlclves; a traiterous gown men proceeded 
gradually from one corruption to another, and from 
one iniquity to another; by which means they have 
| hitherto Þ. 


S 832 


N III. Ter/e-Filius. ir 


hitherto: eſcap'd -unpuniſh'd,. and (for ought I cn 
ſee) will ſtill eſcap e. A edr rg 

However, it is pity, methinks, in either caſe, 
that the innocent ſhould be involv'd with the guil- 
ty; for innocent of both forts there certainly are. 
God grant that there may be many! 

Having now finiſh'd all the introduction I deſign: 
to make to this undertaking; I will proceed in my 
next paper to expoſe fraud and corruption to the 
world, and to ſet the famous luminaries of Great - 
Britain, our nurſeries of literature and religion, 
in a new, and in their proper light. 
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SATURDAY, January 21. 
er HERE cannot be a plainer proof that 


any ſociety wants a reformation, than: 
I to ſhew undeniably that it is faulty 
in its conſtitution, as well as its 
morals; that the laws made for its 
preſervation and well-being are, many of them, 
wicked, unreaſonabie, ridiculous, or contradictory 
to one another; that, for the moſt part, - thoſe laws,. 
which are ſo, are more inſiſted upon, and more 
TS B 6 rigorouſly. 
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rigorouſly executed than thoſe which are not ſo; 
and that errors, of ſome kind or other, either in 


the laws themſelves, or in the abuſe of them, 


appear almoſt in every particular. | 
To give a juſt account of the ſtate of the uni- 


verſity of OxyFord, 1 muſt begin where every freſh- | - 


man begins, with admiſſion and matriculation; 
for it ſo happens, that the firſt thing a young 
mam has to do there, is to proſtitute his con- 
ſeience and enter himſelf into perjury, at the 
Anme time that he enters himſelf into the univerſity, 

If he comes elected from any publick ſchool, 
as from Weſtminſter, Wincheſter, or Merchant: Taylors, 
to be admitted upon the foundation of any col- 
a be ſwears to a great volume of ſtatutes, 
Which he never read, and to obſerve a thouſand 
cuſtoms, rights and privileges, which he knows 
nothing of, a — _ , If he did, he could 
not oneftly comply. 

Aal one oath, frag example, that he has 
not an eſtate in land of inheritance, nor a 2 
æual penſion of five pounds per annum, though 

haps he has an eſtate of ten times that value; 

ing taught that it is mere matter of form, and 

ay be. very. conſcientiouſly complied with, not- 
withſtanding the ſeeming perjury it includes. 

To evade the force of this oath, ſeveral © per- 
ſons have made their eſtates over in truſt to a 
friend, and ſometimes to a bed-maker ; as a gen- 
tleman at —_— did, who locked her up in his 
cloſet, till Wo ad 7 the — — then diſ- 

ſſeſsd the 1 old woman of her imagi 
— and Cancel the writings. a E 
That moſt excellent caſuiſt, the preſent biſhop 
of * Ely, in a book entitled, Chronicon Precioſum, 
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the affirmative, But I am peri 
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las, with great judgment and accuracy, diſcuſad 
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this point; viz. Whether a perſon, who has an 
eſtate of inheritance in land, or a perpetual penſion 


ef above five pounds per annum, as things now 


and, may with equity, and à good conſcience, take 


tis aforeſaid oath; and has determin'd it in 


uaded, that that 


excellent perſon would think it a very laudable de- 


ſign, as the value of things is ſo much alter'd 
fince the foundation of moſt colleges, ro have the 
ſtatutes alſo alter d; becauſe many ſcrupulous pex- 
ſons, however ſafely they might do it, will not 
take an oath in any othey, than the plain, literal, 
and grammatical ſenſe of it: neither, in ſtrict- 
neſs, ought the contrary to be commonly practis'd, 
becauſe 1t depreciates the value of an oath, and 
'opens a door to numberleſs evaſions and preva- 
rications. 

Within fifteen days after his admiſſion into any 
college, he is obliged to be matriculated, or admit 
ted a member of the univerſity ; at which time he 
ſubſcribes the thirty nine articles of religion, though 
often without knowing what he is doing, being or- 
dered to write his name in a book, without men- 
tioning upon what account; for which he pays ten 
ſhillings and ſix pence. 

At the ſame time he takes the oaths of allegiance 
and ſupremacy. which he is prataught to evade, or 
think null: ſome have thought themſelves ſufficient- 
ly abſolved from them by kiſſing their thumbs, in- 
ſtead of the book; others, in the croud, or by the 
favour of an honeſt beadle, have not had the book 
given them at all. | 

He alſo ſwears to another volume of ſtatutes, 
which he knows no more of than of his private col- 
lege-ſtatures, and which contradict one another in 


many inſtances, and demand unjuſt compliances ig 
many 
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many others; all which he ſwallows ignorantly,and | 


in the dark, without any wicked deſign. 


If1 ſhould ſay that perjury in this caſe is innocent. 


as to the perſon perjured, and that the whole ſin 
lies upon thoſe who enjoin it, I ſhould be catch'd up 
by ſome of my readers, as maintaining the fame 


who have faddled all their late perjury upon the 
King who made the oath, 1 chriſ 
tian reaſoning of ſage Hudibras, 


upon this occaſion. 


But, with my readers good leave, I think there 


is a great deal of difference between a man's calmly 


taking an oath, againſt the conviction both of his 


eyes and his conſcience, for ſordid lucre, or (to 
put the caſe in the beſt light) for fear of 2 
and another man's taking a blind oath, which he i 


unwarily led into, to obey a ſet of laws, which he | | 
reaſonably ſuppoſes are good laws, and conſiſtent | 


with one another, (as any one would naturally con- 
clude,) and for no ſordid end. 
Indeed, the good men have got a pretty prevari- 


cation enough to excule their contradictory incon- 
ſiſtent ſtatutes, which is this: when a prior act, ſiy Þ 
they, is contradifted by a later one, the prior one 

is abrogated of courſe, without any formal repeal; | 


or when a private ſtatute claſhes with the laws of 
the land, it is null of itſelf, as in the caſe of ſaying 
maſs, for which there ſtill isa ſtatute, to which we 
{wear in the heap; but then we are told, that that 
ſtatute is of coui ſe abrogated by the Reformation. 
Now, though this may be true enough in }aw,. or 
in the nature and reaſon of things, yet I think, at 
leaſt, there would be no harm in having them for- 
mally aboliſhed, were it only becauſe they are uſe- 
leis; for it would remove all poſſible occaſion of 


complaint and reproach; it would ſatisfy ſcrupulous F 
cConſciences, 


— 


principles with our Facobite High- Church prieſts, | 


well known, | 
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conſciences, and keep many conſciences more truly 
ſcrupulous; for when young men ſee that they are 
— to ſwear to one thing, and do another, they 
will, by degrees, grow harden'd in their minds, and 
wear off that ſtrictneſs and regard for an oath, which 
they once had, always finding out, in the nature and 
reaſon of things, ſomewhat to abſolve them from the 
obligation. Beſides, I am afraid, that, in truth, all 
ſtatutes, which we have ſworn to obey, ought, in 
foro conſcientia, to be obeyed, however unlawful the 
matter of them may have been rendered by the le- 
mes of the land; unleſs, in purſuance thereof, 
they have been repealed. 

What makes me inſiſt upon this more than other- 
wiſe ſhould, and ſtrengthens my reaſons for it, is, 
that we find the biſhop of * CuksrkEx, at the royal 


' viſitation of Maudlin college, upbraiding them with 


this very thing: for when Dr. HovuGn, the preſent 
biſhop of WorcesTER, told him that he would ſub- 
mit to the King as far as was conſiſtent with the 
ſtatutes; the biſhop ask'd him, Whether he obſerv'd 
all thoſe ſflatutes ? —— You have a ſtatute, ſaid he, 
for mals; why don't you read maſs? Which Dr. 
Hovucn was forced to anſwer in the manner before- 
mentioned, that the matter of that oath was unlaw- 
ful; and in ſuch a caſe no man was obliged to obſerve 
an oath ; and beſides, that that ſtatute was taken 
away by the laws of the land +. 

Such a reproach as this, however unjuſt, from 
the mouth of a biſhop, was warning enough to 
them to take away, for the future, all occaſion of 
triumph over the univerſities: but there is a ſtrange 
temper in ſome men, which will not ſuffer them 


—— ê—⅛r 
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to part with old foundations, however weak, rotten, 
and obnoxious to the enemy. 

But I have not mention'd the moſt abſurd thing 
in matriculation yet. The ſtatute ſays, if the perſon 
to be matriculated is ſixteen years of age, he muſt 
ſubſcribe the thirty nine articles, and take the oaths 
of allegiance and ſupremacy, as alſo an oath of fide- 
lity to the univerlity : but, it the perſon is not ſix- 


teen years of age, and above twelve, then he is o 


to ſubſcribe the thirty - nine articles. | 
What a pack of conjurers were our forefathers! 
to difqualify a perſon to make a plain ſimple pro- 


miſe to obey his King, until he is /ixteen years of 


age, which a child of ſix is able to do; and at the 

me time ſuppoſe him capable, at twelve years of 
age, to ſubicribe thirty-nine articles of religion, which 
a man of threeſcore, with all his experience, learn- 
ing, and application, finds ſo hard to underſtand !--- 
I wonder they did not command us to teach our 
children logick and mathematicks, before they have 
learn'd to read. 

It is hardly worth mentioning, amongſt all theſe 
abſurditics, that by this ſtatute many perſons avoid 
taking the oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy at all; 
for being, or pretending to be, under f teen when 
they are matrigulated, they are excuſed from it at 
that time; ai. d I never heard that any body was ever 
call'd upon af erwards to take them, unleſs they take 
a degree; but how many are there who ſtay many 
years at OxForD, without taking any degree? 

From ſuch an initiation it is no wonder that we 
have ſuch profieients, a Race of profligate unprinei- 
pled men: infincerity and immorality are the firſt 
rudiments of their education; they are train'd up and 
tutor d in the arts of deceiving, and of being decei- 
ved; they are cilig'd to ſwear to ſtatutes which 
they never ſaw, ana to ſubſcribe doctrines which 
they cannot underſtand, in order to ſear their young 
| conſciences. 
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cConſciences againſt any future impreſſions ; that they 
may not, when they grow up, ſtartle at things which 

frighten illiterate men, who have not arm'd their 
minds with this ſort of /cholaſftick philoſophy and aca- 

demical knowledge. 
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Behold I was ſhapen in iniquity, and in ſin did my 
mother conceive me. : : 
Dr. Delaune's Text upon Original Sin. 


— 


Wrap Ns DAN, January 25. 


P to found and endow publick nurſeries 
of learning is (as it is generally eſteem- 
| 000 the moſt noble and commendable 
of all benefactions; it will follow, that 


E 2 to embezzle or miſapply moneys or 
eſtates bequeathed for that purpoſe, is, of all frauds, 


the vileſt and moſt deteſtable: private acts of injuſ- 
© tice, which extend no farther than a family, or a ſin- 
| Fi 2 are very pardonable in compariſon of 
© thoſe 


publick ones, which reach to diſtant poſterity, 


and fruſtrate the uſeful progreſs of knowledge and 
| philoſophy. 


A tradeſman may, by extortion, take two or three 


: ſhillings in the pound, or even Cent. per Cent. more 
than his commodity is worth, of an old miſer; or 


2 whore may pick a young ſpendthrift's pocket, 


without 
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without doing any real miſchief to mankind in ge- 
neral: but =. A 

lick uſe, are perverted to private luxury and gran- 
deur, the whole world become the ſufferers, and loſe 
the advantage which their benefactor delign'd them, 


rge legacies, given for ſome pub- | 


|; 


through the combination or connivance of corrupt ex- 


Ecutors, 

Fulfilling the will of the dead is commonly eſteem- 
ed a very facred duty, even when it relates only to 
trifles and indifferent matters; but when the well of 


the dead is inſeparab'e from the publick good, the tul- Þ 
filling of it then ought ſurely to be eſteemed much F 


more ſacred; for the violation of it, in ſuch a caſe, 
is the moſt impious of all facrilege, and the higheſt 
treaſon againſt mankind, 


There are frequent complaints of this infamous 


practice in OxForD, and 1 will venture to affirm, 
ſeldom without reaſon, though generally without 
redreſs; which muſt neceſſarily put a ſtop to the ge- 
nerous purpoſes of many perſons, who might per- 
haps become great benefactors to the univerſity, were 
they aſſured that their munificence would be boneſtly 


applied, and not divided between a cormorant Heap 


of a college and his perjur d abettors. 
We find a remarkable inſtance of this evil in Dr. 


AYLIFFE's hiftory of the antient and preſent ſtate 0 


the univerſity of OxrorD, which is very well wort 
our conſideration. | 

The doctor having quoted a paſſage out of Cr. a- 
RENDON's Hiſtory, concerning the Parliamentary Vi- 
ſitation of the univerſity of OxyorD, in the year 
1647. adds theſe words: And thus far from the hiſ- 
tory of that noble peer, the Earl of CLarenDON, 4 
copy of which he bequeathed as a legacy to the univer- 
fity of Oxror, to make ſome reparation for the da- 
mages it ſuſtain d, during the rage of this unnatural 
civil war: which gift, if it had been rightly improv d. 


and honeſtly managed by thoſe who had the ure © 
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its impreſſion, might have been a benefaction of an in- 
eftimable value to us ; but it falling into the hands of 
a PERSON ofppreſs'd with the want of money, &c. it has 
come ſhort of its juſt profit and advantage above three 
thouſand pounds. Indeed, there were ſom e laudable 
= _ made to recover part of this ſum in the vice- 
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chancellor ſſuip of Dr. Lancaſter, by vertue of a ſequeſ- 
tration; but rl honeſt endeavours have ſince been ren- 


der'd vain and fruitleſs, by the baſe ſpirit of one of hts 


Js . 

HREE TuousAxp PounDs is, I think, a pretty 
handſome ſum to be ſunk at one time, and by one 
man; for I do not find, that, in this particular de- 
predation, he had any co- partners or accomplices : 
But ſhould it appear, upon enquiry, (which enquiry 
it ſhall be my buſineſs to make,) that the very lame 
perſon has been guilty of many other ſuch-like frau- 
dulent appropriations, what can be expected in a 
ſhort time (if ſuch ſcandalous corruptions go unex- 
amin'd and unpunifh'd) but that moſt of our colleges 
muſt ſhutup their gates; that the fellows of them mult 
turn vagabond mendicants over the earth; and that 
the univerſity muſt become a den of thieves, inſtead 
of what it was once called, the ſecond ſchool of the 
church, and the great ſeminary of letters. 

Nay, in ſome colleges, which I could mention, 
the revenues are already reduced fo low, by the miſ- 
management and colluſion of the governing part of 
them, that it is with the greateſt difficulty they 
make up their accounts at their Audits, or times ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe; inſoniuch, that the Bur- 
ſarſhip, which uſed to be canvaſs'd with great appli- 
cation, as the moſt valuable office in college, is now 


become ſo inconſiderable and contemptible, through 


the intricacy and confuſion of their finances, that 


Dr CY 
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no body cares to undertake it, unleſs ſome humble 
creature of the Tyrant-H EAD, who is oblig'd to ac- 
cept of it with a good grace, to ſerve a double po- 
licy; as by this means he may conceal from vulgar 
eyes how bad a condition their affairs are in, and bv 
whoſe fault they became ſo For 1 have heard, 
by the by, that al! Heaps of colleges, and Senior 
8 do not pay their Battels as they ought to 


But I was ſpeaking of my lord Clarendon's hiſto» 

,—-Is it not a very diſcouraging conſideration 
to all future benefactors that ſo great a man, as this 
noble author, ſhould watch ſo many nights, and 
waſte ſo much of his brain, only to enable one mari 
to fare ſumptuouſly every day; to entertain Lords 
and miniſters of ſtate; to eat French kickſhaws, and 
drink French wine; to game, to wench, to ftock-job, 
and indulge himſelf in all the vanities and vices of 
the world? 

J have indeed often heard it argued in defence, or 
rather in commiſeration of this venerable deceiver, 
that he was a very worthy, but 3 gentle- 
man; that the moſt urgent neceſlities obliged him 
at that time to do what he did; that it had been the 
caſe of a great many very _ men, beſides him; 
and that if we waited with chriſtian patience, and 
chriſtian charity, he would, no doubt, poor gentle- 
man! honeſtly re-imburſe us; with a great deal more 
of ſuch old. woman- like ſtuff, which might with as 
much 1 be pleaded in behalf of a p:ck-pocker, or 

a 


an Highway- man. 

Nay, 22 we, in like manner, often hear the 
friends of one who comes to the gallows, fay, with 
tears in their eyes, alas! poor young man! his miſ- 
fortunes brought him to this; neceſſity obliged him 
to it: whereas, perhaps, if you examined his lite, 
you would find that his vices were his only misfor- 
tunes; and that, if Neceſſity did oblige him to it, pet 

t 
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that it was a long courſe of rakilg, drinking, whoring, 
and gaming, that brought him to that Neceſſuy; is 
he therefore to be pitied? is he therefore to be de- 
fended ? 

Methinks the headſhip of a college, with a good 
living tack d to it, (which practice I ſhall hereafter 
conſider) and two or three other preferments ſhould 
be enough to make an humble ſucceſſor of the apoſ- 


tles, a meek follower of Jeſus Chriſt caly in the 


world, and to keep him decent and fleek enough 
to eſcape contempt, without running over head and 
ears in debt, and plundering puòlick coffer» to keep 
himſelf out of gaol; eſpecially, if to all theſe we 
add a large paternal inheritance, which this unfortu- 
nate gentleman actually had. 

For my part, I could be content to live honeſtly, 
and ſerve my country, for a quarter of that encou- 
ragement. 

But I would ask theſe indulgent vindicators of 
fraud and corruption, whether, ſuppoſing the /ame 
neceſſities, and the ſame misfortunes, every HEAD of 
a college, or every Vice-CHANCELLOR has not an 
equal right to pay his private debts with the pub- 
lick money he is intruſted with; and, whether the 
fame indulgence, and the fame compaſſion is not 
due to one as well as another: and then, if it be ſo, 
my next queſtion is, whether our Alma Mater be 
not in an hopeful way of thriving, and her nume- 
rous family of children of being brought up, under 
ſach guardians and truſtees. 

It has of late, I confeſs, been very induſtriouſly 
given out by the friends of this reverend gentleman, 
that he has made up this matter, and paid the debt ; 
which I very much doubt, and not without very 
good reaſons: nay, were it publickly declared by 
academical authority, that they have received full {a- 
tisfaction therein, I ſhould be induc'd to look upon 
it as a modeſt artifice to conceal from the w_ 
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what fools and bubbles they ſuffer themſelves to be 
to a perſon, who has coxen d them in ſo flagrant a 
manner. 


Eee ee 
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SATURDAY, Fanuary 28. 


Find that the reverend Dons in Ox- 

FORD are already alarm'd at my ap- 
pearance in publick, as may be ſeen by 
d{ the following letter, which no body 
there can doubt to be genuine, when 
he reads the particulars it contains. 


Dear Terry, Oxford, Sunday Fan. 22. 

_ AM juſt come from hearing an ingenious 
0 defence of our univerſity, againſt the loud 
and ſenſeleſs reproaches of thoſe, who, blefſed 

be God, (for ſo ſaid the preacher) are not of us: 
« he was well aſſured, that notwithſtanding the Hel- 
* liſh attempt of one, who daringly and impionſiy 
4 ſtiles himſelf a Free- thinber and a Free- ſpealer, it 
&« could not poſſibly be any enchant ment againſt Ja- 
% cob, nor any divination againſt our Iſrael; for the 
« mercies of God are written on our walls in charac- 
u ters fully as viſible as was the curſe of the proud 
% king of Babylon. Here he was pleas'd to explain 
* himſelf in telling us that, by the bleſſing of w_ 
« the 


« the buildings at All- Souls and Chriſt- Church col- 
« leges, tho long at a ſtand, were now like to 

« on; that contributions came in apace; that each 
« day brought with it its benefaction; and there- 
fore, the man of God doubted not but that ver 
« ſoon Oxford would be ſought for, even in Oxford, 
In this, and in this only I agreed with his Corpu- 
« lency, our preaching advocate. 


« It is expected here, that you will vindicate 


* yourſelf againſt this groſs, foaming divine, whoſe 


name I need not mention; it is ſufficient to tell 


you that he is a grave“ Heap of a college. If 
you do your felt juſtice in this, you ſhall have 
more intelligence from 


Your unknown friend, 
JOHN SPY, 


There is not a word in the Ezgliſ language, 
which has more envy and ill- will attending it, than 
NE; it has indeed a terrible ſound, and oc- 

ions much uneaſineſs and ill humour in the minds 
of my loving countrymen and fellow-ſubje&s. Re- 
formation neceſſarily implies corruption, and moſt peo- 
ple are as loath to hear of their own faults, as they 
P willing to diſcover thoſe of others. I never 

card of any Reformation either in church or ſtate, 

publick or private, but what was ſtrenuouſly oppo- 
ſed by thoſe, whom it affected moſt, with popular 
camour, and unjuſt inſinuations. 

A madman never thinks himſelf mad; and a 


Newgate bird can't abide to hear of the Seſſions. 


The beſt men, and the beſt things in the world, 
have, moſt of them, nicknames fix'd upon them, to 


— 


* Dr. Go-o-Tr, 


render 
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render them odious or ridiculous to the common 

le; which a certain ſer of gentlemen whom | 
232 honour, have a clever knack at doing: they 
can eaſily explain liberty into licentiouſneſs, mercy 
into fear, juſtice into cruelty, wiſdom into chance, 
and chance into wiſdom; In the fame manner Re- 
formation way, an harmleſs, unexceptionable word 
of itſelt, they have changed it into another, which 
carries a very bad ſound along with it, IN x Oo vA. 
TION. 

By this religious ſlight of hand, they have per- 
4 0 many i . out of they Gaies and 
made them believe that to reform is to demohſh ; that 
to redreſs grievances 1s to commit grievances; 
and that to puniſh offenders is to oppreſs the inno- 
cent. 

The gentlemen of the univerſities have ſucceeded 
wonderfully, by the help of this legerdemain, upon 
the weakneſs and ignorance of mankind, They 
have perſuaded the multitude, that a royal or parlia- 
mentary viſitation of the univerſities will prove the 
certain and total extirpation of learning and religi- 
on—— And oh! that it were the multitude alone 

that they have thus perſuaded ! 
Io ſupport this deluſion, they keep their corrup- 
tions ard grievances to themſelves as much as they 
can; for being corruptions and grievances, of which 
themſelves are the authors, they are ſo modeſt 28 
not to defire any redreſs or remedy : they think 'tis 
an ill bird which befouls his own neſt, and therefore 

they tenderly huſh up their own ſcandalous practices, 
and brand all complaints and informations againſt 
them, with the infamous name of diſobedience, 
undutifulneſs, and ingratitude, &. to their alma 
mater. 

This trick, as ſhallow as it is, has kept many 
honeſt gentlemen from diſcovering what they could 


not help condemning in their hearts: they = no! 
them - 


* 
4 
* 
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themſelves be oonſpirators in fraud; neither will 
they inform againſt their brethren, which they think 
diſhonourable and ſcandalous : all men dare not com- 
bat with calumny and ill uſage; all men are not 
Terre-Filius's. | 
You ſee, reader, that I had no ſooner undertaken 
this task, but 1 raiſed a neſt of holy waſps and hor- 
ets about my cars; an huge oid drone, grown to 
an exceſſive bulk upon the ſpoils of many years, 
has thought fir, you ſee, to call me terrible names 
before his learned audience, at St Mary's church in 
OxFoRD: it is, it ſeems, an HELLIsH ATTEMPT to 
endeavour to bring about a reformation of the uni- 
verſities; and it is DarING and Improys in me to 
file myſelf a FrxEE-THINKER and a FREE-SPEAKER: 
poor man! poor man! What, art afraid I ſhould tell 
tales out of ſchool, how a certain fat doctor got his 
bed-maker with child, and plaid ſeveral other un- 


lucky pranks? That would be Daring and Tmetous 


indeed. No, no, never fiet thy ſelf, man; I love a 
pretty woman myſelt, and I never deſire any better 
ulage in the world, than as 1 do unte others, to bs 


| done unto myſelf. Hoc erat in votis. 


However, the next time you mount the pulpit 


| aforefaid, what, if amongſt all the crying fins of 


this wicked age, you ſhould mention fornication 


| and adultery, and give them a _ rebuke, or ſo? 
It 


Never fear, the women will think ne'er the worſe 
of you; they know you are ſeldom in earneſt 
there: beſides, you know, people will be apt to 


| gueſs at twenty fooliſh reaſons why thoſe two tranſ- 
2 in particular, are left out of the cata- 


ue. ä 

* will I be judg'd by the werld, whether ſuch 
a friend as I have prov'd myſelf to be to this fnap- 
piſh doctor, deſerves, in return for all his ſervice, 
ſuch unkind uſage and ſcurvy appellations as I have. 
met with from him; but _ men in the word 


won't 


26 Terre-Filins. NO v. 


won't ſhew you common good manners, uſe them 
never ſo civilly : I proteſt, I have a vaſt reſpect for 
all the reverend heads and governors of colleges and 
halls in both univerſities; and I am reſolv'd, it ſhall 
not be my fault, it there is any miſunderſtanding be- 
Tween us. 

I am glad, with all my heart, to hear that the 
new buildings at Chriſt-Church and All-Souls col- 
leges go on again, and that contributions come in 
apace, as mention'd by the doctor; but I would not 
have them ſet their minds too much upon new qua- 
 arangles, and empty libraries, and ſpacious Halls, 
and coſtly chapels, and painted windows, and marble 
Altar-pieces, and large cellars, and fine gardens, and 
ſtables, and coach-houſes, and ſummer-houſes, &o. | 
ſay, doctor, I would not have them ſpend all their 
time in contriving and gaping at theſe things; but 
ſet apart, at leaſt, one day in a quarter of a year, for 
the _ ſtudies of philoſophy and religion. 

FI! aflure you, I have heard ſome bitter men, no 
friends to the univerſity, obſerve that, of late years, 
ſciences and arts have declin'd in Oxford, in propor- 
tion as their fineries have increaſed. 

Nay, I myſelf, when I fee a fellow mightily be- 
ſpatter'd wirh lace and embroidery, am very apt to 

uſpe&t his inſide, and fay to myſelf, I warrant 
you, that fellow there has room enough in his nod- 
dle. But how, will you fay, can I compare the fi- 
mous univerſity of OxForD to a ridiculous London 
Fop? 
| will conclude this paper, which I write in vin- 
dication of myſelf againſt the aſperfions of my ene- 
mies, with telling you a merry ſtory, and a very 
true one. 

When I had publiſh'd my two firſt papers, I 
faunter'd about town, like ot her ha!f-/ſheet authors, 
from one coffee-houſe to another, and mingled my- 


ſelf in all their cabals, to hear what was faid of my 
1-436 lucubrations 
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lucubrations. I will not here give an account of 
what various turns of mortification and pleaſure I 
went through upon this occaſion; but will only ac- 
quaint my reader with one paſſage : going into a 
certain famous coftee-houſe not far from Temple- 
Bar, I {aw a cluſter of gentlemen talking together; 
as ſoon as I got amongſt them, one of them ask'd 
whether they had ſeen the new paper, call'd T erre- 
Filius? To which an eminent Ox Ford profeſlor, 
who was preſcnt, anſwer'd, that he had, and could 
aſſure them, upon his aſtronomical word and ho- 
nour, that there was nothing in it, but lies, and 
impudence, and ſcurrility; Ox FORD, faid he, is a 
learned and 6lameleſs ſociety. What, faid another 
gentleman, are there no abuſes, Sir, no corruptions, 
no frauds, no debauchery, no diſloyalty, no perjury, 
nothing of this nature in Oxford? None, at all, re- 
plied the learned profeſſor. No, faid the gentleman 
again? not in MER ToN college, Sir? Hum! why, 
indeed, quoth his profeſſorſhip upon this, yes, really, 
J have head of ſtrange doings there, And ought 
not, ſaid the gentleman, thole ſtrange doings to be 
corrected? Sir, ſaid the profeſſor, we have nothing 
to ſay to Merton college; we don't look upon it as 
any part of the univerlity ; they are all rank Schis- 
MATICKs, Sir; and ſo bruſh'd off in a paſſion, | 
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Quis tulerit GRACCKos de ſeditione querentes ? 
h juven. 
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WEDNESDAY, February 1, 1721. 


OYALTY and veneration for crown'd 
| heads are two things for which Ox- 
' FORD has moſt extravagantly celebrated 
fy, itſelf of late years. Sr. Mary's pul- 
ARY pit rings eternally with this fulſome 
topick, eſpecially upon the thirtieth of 
Fanuary, and the twenty-ninch of May ; at which 
times (afier a long-winded deſcription of the hor- 
rors and calamities which were occaſion'd by the 
Firſt ; and of the glory and happineſs which were re— 
ſtored to us by the laſt) we never fail to hear what 
immortal honour the /chools of tLe prophets, in par- 
t «lar, obtain'd by their inviolable adherence to the 
royal cauſe, even (as one of them not long ago ex- 
preſs'd himſelt) whilſt armed hoſts were within our 
walls, 
But it is remarkable that they never talk ſo much 
of loyalty, as when they are preaching up treaſon and 
r the perſon I alluded to in the laſt para- 


75 


graph is a notorious inſtance of this; who, about 
two years ago, preached a ſermon full of nothing 
elſe but ſedition. an] compliments upon his old mo- 
t her; which ſermon the Lord<-juſtices of the realm 
(in the King's abſence) order'd the vice-chancellor 
to proſecute according to the ſtatute, thorgh he was 

not 


2 
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not pleas d to obey their orders. A full account of 
this ſhall be the ubject of ſome future papers, when 
J ſee a proper opportunity. 

By loyalty is genera ly underſtood a firm and ſtea- 
dy affection to the lawful prince of our country, fo 
as to be ready, upon all juft occaſions, to venture 
our lives and fortunes in his ſervice: but ſince, in 
theſe days of faction and diviſion, there are always 
two and fomerimes more contending parties, and 
ſince both or all of thele parties call their own cauſe 
the juſt cauſe, and their own fide the right fide, the 
word {cyalry, like innumerable other words, is be- 
come a meer ſound, without any certain meaning: 
for as there 1s no common point agreed upon, where 
loyalty ought to center; or, which is the ſame, as 
the rights and titles, and powers of Kings are eve- 
ry day diſputed, upon which only the meaſures of 
loyalty depend; loyalty and diſioyalty, proceeding out 
of different mouths, have an equivocal ſignification, 
and are perpetually jumbled and confus'd. 

Thus OxForD was always remarkable for its 
loyalty; that is, it always eſpouſed one tide or other; 
was always warm and active, and meddling in the 
intereſt of ſome a ourite prince, or tyrant, or uſur- 
per, or rebel, or invader, or pretender ; (in defiance, 
many times, of oaths, abjurations, and decrees to 
the contrary,) who being thus honoured with its 
patronage, was immediately dubb'd a Later patria, 


and became the 2nomres of the Lord. 


To talk of OxroRD loyalty ini any other ſenſe is 
dull banter and primace; the Engliſh hiftory is fall 
of black inſtances of its pererſeneis and diſobedience 
to good princes; and of its flattery and adulation to 
bad ones; of its perpetual murmurings againſt all 


governments that did not Male much of them, and 
of its humble ſubmiſſion, and dutitul reſignation to 
thoſe which were always adding to its charters and 
privileges, 
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It is indeed a place which has been ſo much noted 
for faction and turbulency of ſpirit, that it became 
a monkiſh proverb; 


Chronica ſi penſes, cum tugnant Oxonienſes, 
Poſt paucos men ſes, volat ira per Angliginenſes. 


You ſee, reader, what Ambidexters in 72 theſe 
boaſting ſchoolmen are; whatever they call the right, 
is infallibly the right; and whatever they call loyalty 
is undoubtedly ſo, though to your eyes it may look 
like quite the contrary. Thus, an ignorant fanatick 
may perhaps call it treaſon, and ſedition, and the 
Lord knows what, for a parſon, at this time of 
day, to preach in defence of the Pretender. But, 
ſay the reverend gowmn men, he is our rightful heredi- 
tary King, and therefore it is loyalty to defend his 
title againſt all the wicked powers of this world. 
Ay, but, ſays the fanatick, why then did you ſwear 
him out of his eſtate? Does it become loyal ſub- 
jects to abjure their lawful prince, and ſwear to the 
uſurper in poſſeſſion? Undoubtedly, ſays father Do- 
minick, provided perjury is the only method left to 
reſtore him: it is not indeed, fays he, juſtifiable quo- 
ad hoc, as it is a wicked oath; but it is juſtifiable, 
quoad illud, as it conduces to a good end. 

It is plain, therefore, that they are the /oyaleſt lads 
alive at Oxroxp; for they will take oaths, though 
never ſo bad; and break oaths, though never ſo good; 
they will lye, ſhuffle, evade, prevaricate, and ſtick at 
nothing to preſerve their /oyalty.---To make this 
plain to a demonſtration, I will give you a sketch ot 
their loyalty for a few years paſt. 1 1 

What could be a greater mark of loyalty in the 
ſons of Jſis, than their publiſhing a decree, in the 
reign of Charles IT. condemning, as unchriſtian and 
damnable, all manner of reſiſtance towards princes, 
even in caſes of the utmoſt extremity ? What could 
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diſcover greater reſignation and ſubmiſſion to God 


and his vicegerent? 


And yet, did they not diſcover as plain a mark 


of their loyalty in breaking that decree the very next 


reign, and joining with the prince of Orange againſt 
King James, and in placing him upon the throne ? 
And did not we ſee another equal mark of their 
un ſhaken loyalty, in oppoſing the prince of Orange 
after they had invited him over, and fix'd him upon 
the throne, following King Fames in his exile, which 
they had occaſion d, with their prayers and pious 
wiſhes ? 

During the reign of the late Queen ANNE, their 
loyalty had ſeveral turns and fetches; but toward 
the latter end of her lite, it diſcover'd itſelf —_ 
ſettled in Her intereſt, by openly eſpouſing the cauſe 
of her Rival, 

Their conduct, ſince the acceſſion of his preſent 
majeſty, is ſo freſh in every body's memory, that, 
I fear, it will be thought impertinent to repeat 
ſome inſtances of it, - | 

It is well known, that Owen, the rebel, and his 
companions, were entertained publickly by moſt of 
the HEAos of colleges; that they walked about the 
ſtreets, at noon-day, with the mob at their heels, 
huzzaing King James and the Duke of Ormond for 
ever, and no USURPERs, in defiance of the govern- 
ment and the friends of the government; that the 
tew friends it had there went every day in danger 
of their lives from them and their abettors ; that 
tuey actually beſieged Oriel college, and demanded 
out of it two gentlemen, remarkable for their zeal 
for the proteſtant ſucceſſion, to ſacrifice to the mob; 
that they inliſted great numbers of ſtudents and 
others in the Pretender's cauſe ; that they marked all 
the horſes there fit for ſervice, and waited only for the 
news of the Duke of OrxMony's landing in the weſt; 


upon the firſt reception of which, they delign'd to fly 
C4 of. 
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off in a body to join him; I need not mention that the 
Pretender's health was drunk openly and unreſer- 
vedly in all places; and that a gentleman of Merton 
college was put into the &lack book for drinking 
K. GeorGe's health, and obliged to plead the benefit of 
the ad f grace to get his degree, after he had been 
kept out of it two years for that heinous offence ; 
that all ſcrmons, publick ſpeeches, and declamations 
were ſtuff d with reproaches and inſults upon the 
King and his miniſtry; that they preſented a known 
Promoter of the Pretender's cauſe in Ireland with 
a doctors degree upon the very day of the King's 
coronation ; and that, at laſt, a regiment of dra- 
goons march'd into OxForD, {word in hand, to pre- 
vent their riſing in open rebellion.---Are not al] 
the'e very plain and undeniable marks of the ſted- 
faſt loyalti and affection which our fearned old mo- 
ther prelerves to crown'd heads, and the anointed of 
the Lord? 

It was generally expected by the King's friends 
there, who ſtood the violent ſhock of theſe com- 
motions, that as ſoon as things were ſettled, ſome 
method would be taken by the government to eſta- 
bliſh the proteſtant intereſt in the univerfiries upon 
a la'ting foundation, by lop ping away the diſaffected 
and forſworn members of that corrupted body. They 
thought that this was an opportunity which could 
not be reſiſted : a provocation which could not be 
Put up; that the — due to the King, to his 
family and adminiſtration, which were all treated in 


ſuch a contumelious manner, demanded at leaſt ſome 


publick reparation; and that diſcouragement, perſe- 
cution, and ruin ſhould not for ever continue to be 
the reward of loyalty and zeal for the proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſiou. 

But, I know not by what ill fate, that provoking 
opportunity was ſlipp'd; the King's friends remain 


{ll unredreſs d, and the King's honour Ae to 
this 
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this day; which is ſo far from having any 
effect upon their deſperate minds, that they inſult 
the forbearance which has been us'd towards them, 
ſtipmatizing it with the name of fear, and boaſt of 
their triumphs over the Whigs, whom they oppreſs 
with impunity, and over the King, who ſ+ffers them 
zo uſe his friends in ſuch a manner, without any re- 
ſtraint or any apprehenſions. 
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Tantene animis cœleſtibus ira? Virg. 


— — 
— 2 


WEDNESDAY. February 8. 


TEXT to their inviolable Farrr to 
£9, princes, UNanimiTyY amongſt 
FY ; themſelves is another darling attri- 
bute, which our academical patriots 
apply to themſelves, and ſhall be 
dl the ſubject of this day's pa- 
00 w& oC Me per. 

We are told by them, in a declamatory manner, 
that ſocicties of learning are quiet and peaceable ſo- 
Cicties ; that the ſeats of the muſes maintain none 
but good-natur'd and chriſtian principles, ſuch as 
concord, harmony, and brotheriy affection; that the 
gomu breathes nothing of ſtrite and contention, of 
fraud and treachery, ot rivalry and ambition; that it 
has none ot thoſe jariings and bickerings which mo- 
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leſt other communities; and that our univerſities 
for inſtance, (the moſt famous ſocieties of learning 
in the world!) are an undeniable proof of this ob- 
ſervation, 

This has at firſt ſight, a very plauſible appearance, 
and has, no doubt, gain'd a world of ignorant pro- 
{clites to the belief . it; they think it ought to be, 
as they are told it is, and knowing nothing to the 
contrary, they believe that it is ſo: thus are all falſe- 
hoods eſtabliſh'd. 

But although gudgeons are to be catch'd thus, to 
expect the ſame credulity from others, who have 
liv d amongſt them for any time, is ſuch conſum- 
mate, barefac'd—(I know not what to call it,) 
ſuch harden'd effrontery, as no men in the world, 
but our Atall ſchoolmen, could be guilty of, —I 
bluſh for them whilſt I relate it. 

The moſt eloquent and renowned ſociety of fi/h- 
wives and eyſter- women, when they get far enough 
out of town, amongſt their filly country acquain- 
tance and relations, may ſay, with a bold dogmatical 
air, that of all people they live the moſt comforta- 
bly and lovingly together, and that Billingſgate is the 
beſt neighbourhood in the world ; that they have 
none of thoſe idle ſquabbles, and clowniſh diſputes 
there, which are ſo — amongſt the dames and 
gammers in country villages; and they may add, 
that as they all deal alike in fiſh, it is their buſineſs 
and intereſt to agree amongſt themſelves, and not 
call wh—re and b—ch, and fall to ſcratching, and 
tearing, and pulling off one another's caps, when 
they ought to be vending their commodities. This 
would ſound ver probable to folks who know no 
better: but to tell ſuch things to any one, who has 
been frequently there, and been an eye and an car 
witneſs of their noiſy harangues, and bloody skir- 
miſhes, is ſuch a piece of impudence, as even an 
oyſter- woman would bluſh to be guilty of. 

As 
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As coarſe as the application may ſeem, I do not 
queſtion to prove it a very juſt one; nay, I will 
prove that Oxford out- does Bi lingſgate in this point, 
though their own praiſes are ſo prodigious; for they 
will not ſtick to tell us fine bombaſt tories of their 
unanimity and brotherly love upon the very ſpot, and 
at the very time that they are kicking and cuffing 
before our eyes—Such is the modeſty of matricu- 
lated gownmen. 

Theſe academical oyſter-women would fain perſuade 
us, that they live in a ſtrict union; that they are 
the beſt and eafieſt of his majeſty's ſubjects ; that 
they never diſturb their country, nor interrupt their 
own ſtudies with unchriſtian jealouſies, or perſonal 
altercations; that they are all of the fame opinion in 
religion, government, and philoſophy; and that, in 
ſhort, there is ſo entire an harmony amongſt them, 
that were the Roman tyrant now alive, he might in 
ſome meaſure compleat his cruel wiſh, and deſtroy 
the whole community at one blow. 

Whereas, whoever reads Wood's Antiquities, (Who 
was partial enough in conſcience on their ſide) or 
any other hiſtory of Oxford, will find them almoſt 
continually engaged in factions, tumults, riots, and 
law-ſuits, either amongſt themſelves, or with the 
townſmen, or ſtrangers, who came to ſettle there: 
nay, he will find, that they ſometimes came to pitch'd 
battles, and kill'd great numbers on both ſides, in 
defiance of their ſtatutes, and frequent admonitions 
from their . to the contrary; as well as of 
chriſtianity, and the precepts of our holy religion. 

It would be ridiculous for me to croud ſuch a pa- 
per as this with tedious quotations at large to prove 
every thing I ay; my deſign being to reduce the 
Oxrorp hiſtory to a {mall compals, and to make 
it intelligible to the commoneſt readers; for which 
reaſon 1 ſhall mention only the general heads, and 
appeal for the truth of particulars to thoſe many vo- 
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lumes which have been written upon this ſubject, 
def\ ing any perſon to falſif) my account in any ma- 
ter ial point. 

In thoſe volumes he will find a full relation of 
their diverſe quarrels between the city and the uni- 
verlity ; berween one part of the univerſity and ano- 
ther, concerning elections, private rights and privi- 
leges, or only upon piques aud unreaſonable grudges; 
of quarrels between the chancello and the ſcholars ; 
berween the clerical and lay ſtudents; between rhe 
clergy and the Jews; between the ſcholars and the 
mendicants; between ſtudents in one faculty and 
ſtudents in another faculty, and between ſtudents of 
the fame faculty ; between ſcholars of different na- 
tions, or of different counties in the fame nation; 
and of ſome quarrels or other, between ſome body 
or other, in the univerſity, almoſt in a regular un- 


interrupted ſucceſſion. 
I muſt own, that the ſcholars, in moſt of their 


| diſputes and quarrels with the townimen or aliens, 


uſually came off the beſt ar laſt, and brought their 
adverſaries down upon their marrow-bones to them: 
but would not have them ſwagger too much up- 
on this, as if they were therefore always in the right; 
for the fondneſs and partiality of moſt princes, at 
that time, towards religious ſeminaries and eccle- 
ſiaſtical perſons was very often the only reaſon 
that they were not ſeverely puniſ},'d, as in many 
caſes they deterv'd ; notwithſtanding hat they were 
acqui!:ed by the King regnant, or the Pope, (whoſe 
cauſe they were ſerving) with impunity, and, per- 
haps, with marks of honour. 

At the famous viſitation of Maudlin college, in 
King James II's time, the biſhop ot Cheſter told 
the fellows in a ſpeech; „That their ſociety had 
been long exercis'd in the methods of quarrelling; 
1 hadalways been troubled with factious ſpirits and 


& teſty mutineers, ever ſince the reſtoration of the 
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« late King: that they had encouraged quarrels 
among themſelves; quarrels between themſelves 
e and preſident; quarrels at length between them- 
tc ſelves and viſitor. That by theſe ſteps, from quar- 
*« relling with the preſident and viſitor, they had 
« at laſt advanc'd to the higheſt pitch of inſolence, 
t to quarrel with their prince, and affront his ſacred 
& majeſty *.“ Which 4 mention the rather, becauſe 
it came gut of the mouth of a ſtanch Troy church- 
man, who would not ſurely havepronounc'd ſo harſh 
a cenſure upon one of the chief colleges in Oxronn, 
without a ſuffictent foundation. 

They will not, I preſume, anſwer this charge, by 
asking me, whether I will allow thoſe proceedings, 
which the biſhop reproach'd them with, to deſerve 
the reproach? becauſe moſt people are convinc d. by 
their — conduct, that they ha e themſelves hear- 
tily repented of thoſe proceedings. 

The fame ſpirit of Un Ax iir continues amongſt 
them ſtill; OxFord is juſt the ame in its antient 
and in its preſent ſtare; Whrgs and Tories, Georgites 
and Faccbtites, ortſ ouoæ and unorthodox are not the 
only diſtinctions; but they have alſo their various 
diviſions and ſubdiviſions; we ſee Whigs engaged 
againſt Whigs, Tories againſt Tories, maſters againſt 
doctors and heads of colleges, ſenior fellows againſt 
Junior fellows, one college againſt another college, 
and many colleges ogainſt themſelves. 

Their great #naninity ieems to be this; they ne- 
ver quarrel till they fall out; and are always very 
unanimous, as long as they are of one mind. 
Other unanimity than this know I none, unleſs it be 
in bullying the under-graduates, and inſulting the 
preſent government. 


* A) liffe, vol. I. pag. 371. 
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If it ſnould be objected, that it is impoſſible for 
any ſociety in the world to live in a perfect ſtate 
of unanimity, without ſome animoſities, jealouſies, 
and diſſentions; and that it is therefore ridiculous 
to rail at the univerſities for what all other ſocieties 
are liable to; I anſwer, very true; nay, 1 will go 
farther, and own, that I do not think ſuch a ſtrict 
unanimity at all commendable amongſt ſtudents and 
philoſophers, who ought to purſue truth and know- 
ledge, without any regard to the opinions of others: 
I do not think that it is one of the duties of bre- 
thren. But ought not any men to be laugh'd at, 
for giving themſelves ſuch ſtrange airs about a thin 
which is not in its own nature commendable, — 
which they are ſo entirely deſtitute of, if it 
were? 

The only unanimity, which would be really 
praiſe-worthy in an univerſity, is an anazimity to 
grant all men freedom and toleration in their 
principles and opinions, which would be the 
greateſt help and encouragement to knowledge ; 
and which, for that reaſon, I deſpair of ever ſeeing 
eſtabliſhed, 


TERRA- 
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Adbuc ſuv judice lis eſt, 


SATURDAY, February 11, 


ap] RIEVOUS and terrible has been 
the ſquabble amongſt our chrono- 
logers and genealogiſts concernin 

| the Precedence of OxForD — 
P Currie. What Deluges of 
9 =» WW chriſtian ink have been ſhed on 
both ſides in this weighty contro- 
ver{y, to prove which is the elder of theſe two learned 
and moſt ingenious Ladies? It is wonderful to me 
that they ſhould be always making themſelves older 
than they really are; ſo contrary to moſt of their ſex, 
who love to conceal their wrinkles and grey hairs 
as much as they can; whereas theſe two aged ma- 
trons are always quarrelling tor ſeniority, and em- 
ploying counſel to plead their cauſes for em. There 
are old Nick Cantalupe and Caius on one fide; and 
Bryan Twyne and Tony Wood on the other; who, 
with equa! learning, deep penetration, and acuteneſs, 
have traced their ages back, God knows how far: 
one was born juſt after the ſiege of Troy, and the 
other ſeveral hundred years before Chriſt ; ſince 
which time they have gone by as many names as 
the pretty little 6antling at Rome, or the 8 
that 
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that was hang'd other day in England for having 
three and twenty Husbands. 

Oxford ſay they, was the daughter of Mempri- 
eius an old Britiſh King who call'd her from his 
one Name, Caer Mevprick, alias Greeklade, alias 
Leechlade, alias Rhidycen, alias Bello/it um, alias Ox- 
enford, alias Oxford, as all great mens children have 
ſeveral names. 

So was Cambridge, ſay others, the daughter of 
one Cantaber, a Spaniſh rebel and fugitive, who 
called her Caergrant, alias Cantabridge, alias Cam- 
bridge. 

That I may not afhont either of theſe old ladies, 
I will not take upon me to decide which of the 
two hath moſt wrinkles in her backſide. Who 
knows but that they may be twins? they are ſo 
much alike in their tempers and complexions, that 
it is not impiobable. But whether it be ſo or not, 
or ſuppoſing that neither of them is half ſo old as 
ſhe would be thought to be, I am ſure they are both 
old enough to be much better than they are. 

From the earlieſt accounts that we have of theſe 
two contending Grannies, they were untoward croſs- 
grain d baggages from children. I have read ſome- 
where, that miſs Oxenford bid her father King 
MemyRIick kiſs her breech, before ſhe was four 
years Old, arid that miſs Cantab us'd monſieur Can- 
taber, ler father, but little better; but as it was ſo 
long ago, and as 1 have forgot my author, I will 
not aflevcrate the truth of it. 

Neverthelc{s, it is certain from all hiſtorians, both 
friends and foes, that ſince they have come to wo- 
man's Eitate, hey have been a couple of the arrantef 
vixoi.s that ever made ater, In politicks and yeli- 
gion who but the)? Nothing was lawtul or or- 
thodox but what they, forſuorh; nominated ſuch; 
and no publick reaiures could le right but what 
they had an hand in, Kir gs and princes were God's 

| immcdiate 
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immediate vicegerents. or the miniſters of the de- 
vil; rightful governours, or uſurpers; mercitul ru- 
lers, or abominable tyrants, juſt as they happen'd 
to pleaſc or diſpleaſe them; tho? it is worthy re- 
mark, that ro monarchs ever ſeem'd to pleaſe them 
ſo well as thoſe who difpleaſed all their ſubjects be- 
ſides; for whenever they were not the peculiar fa- 
yourites of the Grown, the Crown never ſet right 
upon his or her head who wore it: to adjuſt which 
grievance, they made it their buſineſs to talk trea- 
ſon from morning to night, and ſpirit up their 
neighbo rs to rebellion; tor being women, they 
knew their petticoats would protect them, take 
what liberties they pleas'd. 

In Religion they were as whimſical and as poſitive 
as in politicks; ſometimes they would be of one 
religi n. and ſometimes of another, juſt as it came 
into their old crazy noddles; but were always violent 
in the defence of that which at any time they pro- 
feſs d, and implacable againſt thoſe who opposꝰ it 
ſtarving, bu ning, and gibetting, one year, all perſons 
holding ſuch opinions, and the next year, perhaps, 
ſerving all thoſe in the ſame manner, who did not 
hold the very ſame opinions, 

In this vexatious and miſchievous courſe have 
theſe our reverend old mothers continu'd for ſeveral 
centuries, wrangling themſelves about trifles, and 
ſetting rr, together by the ears about their 
impertinent quarrels and altercations. 

I cannot find chat either of them were ever mar- 
'd, tho? they would perſuade ſome viſionary — 
that they are both marry'd very well to a perſon 
whom 1 don't care to name; which I know to be 
falſe, the ſaid perſon having long ſince taken ano- 
ther holy lady to wife, who has prov'd but a bad 
ſpouſe to him; and I don't think he would encou- 
rage poligamy. Marry'd or not marry'd, they — 
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both had abundance of children, whom they adop- 

ted, and undertook to bring up in learning and the 

fear of the Lord; but inſtead of that, have educated 

them in ignorance and wickedneſs, teaching them 

2 be juſt ſuch ill- natur 'd, troubleſome brats as them- 
lves. 

And, indeed, it could not be otherwiſe; for they 
had always the rod in their hands, and woe be to 
him that would not do as his mother bid him. 

If any of them were naturally ever ſo well diſ- 
pos'd, they were brow-beaten, and us'd like dogs, 
till they learn'd their duty, every day threaten'd to 
be turn d out of doors, undutiful chits ! as they 
ought to be, and as ſeveral have been actually ſer- 
ved. But then it muſt be conſider'd, that where 
one would ſtand it out till it came to this, twen- 
ty choſe rather to be fondled up, and call'd Mo- 
rhers nown boys at any expence; martyrdom not 
— now in half the vogue that it hath formerly 

en. - 

We have, in particular, two remarkable Inſtan- 
ces of a couple of unlucky young rogues, who got 
into their mother's good graces, and by that means 
into good preferment, merely by their impudence 
and abuſing mankind ; beſides which, they have 
likewiſe got the reputation of the beſt men in 
their reſpective times, and are fainted for their 
ains. 

l The moſt reverend Dr. William Laud, and the 
reverend father William, are the men I mean; the 
firſt of whom having play'd the zyrant over a col- 
lege for ſome years, came at laſt, by the methods 
Juſt before mention'd, to tyrannize over his prince 
and the whole nation; bringing in due time, 55 et- 
ting on foot wicked meaſures of all ſorts, the firſt to 
a block, and the laſt into civil war and deſolation : 
indeed, it muſt be own'd, he led the way himſelf 


by 
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by an untimely end, being overtaken in the full ca- 
reer of his iniquities, by the juſt vengeance of Al- 
mighty God. 

The other is ſti] living, and will not (J hope) 
ever have it in his power to carry fo high an hand 
over us; but he has been aiming at it, and in the 


| ſtation which he is now in, is acting as much ty- 


ranny, and more moral diſhoneſty than his prede- 
ceſſor ever did; for which, of courſe, he is accoun- 
ted madam J/is's beſt boy, and ycleped the father of 


| that ſociety, which for twenty years he has been 


ruining. 
The firſt thing that we hear meritorious of him 
is, that he quickly ſpent a good eſtate lett him by 


| his natural parents, and then went to pillaging his 
college as faſt as he could; upon which, his mo- 
| ther, who adopted him, thought him a proper per- 


ſon to manage her affairs, and put into his hands all 
her papers, books, and ready caſh, relying ſolely up- 


on his prudent and juſt adminiſtration ; every groat 


ſhe had in the world came into father William's 
hand, and ſoon went out of them again; for there 
is a certain imbecility in his fingers, which will 
not ſuffer him to keep any money between them; 
as he once told an High-German Artiſt, who gave 
him a piece of money, and bid him keep it in his 


hand if he could: Prithee, friend, ſaid he, don't 


trouble me with thy money; all the world knows I 
could never keep any money in my hands in my life; 
but give it my brother H le onder, and I'll en- 
gage he keeps it faſt enough. 

His doting mother, inſtead of reſenting this un- 
thriftineſs and indirect management, loves him the 
better for it, and hugs him the cloſer to her boſom; 
Much good may it do him, ſays the poor old wretch; 
I rejoice that I have ſo worthy a child to ſpend what 
I have got ; I take it very kindly of Billy, that — 

wi 
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will make ſo free with me; and thereupon gave him 
another good place, which he quickly brought to 
ſequeſtration. 

But what pleaſes the good old gent ewoman mo? 
of all is, that Billy is a very learned man, and talks 
Latin and Greek o her now and then, and abufes 
the diſlenters, ani the biſhop of Sang or, whom ſhe 
hates like ſo many toads; for to ſay the whole 
truth. father Viluam knows very well how to 
pleaſe her. and wheedle her money out of her pock- 
ets; he knows, if he ; ains her heart, he may com- 
mand hey purſe. 

Upon the whole, either theſe venerable old mo- 
thers muſt have their hands tied behind them, or 
the nation will un mad | 

N. B. Leſt any of the ſqueamiſh criticks, ſo nu- 
merous in and about this met1opol:s, ſhou'd take of: 
fence at my calling father William madam IJ, beſt 
boy, and at ſeveral other ſuch expreſſions which ſeem 
to claſh; know all men by theſe preſents, that chil- 
dren in the univerſities eat pap, and go in leading- 
ſtrings till they are fourſcore. 
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Find, when a man opens his mouth in a 


| ob 
; q & good cauſe, tis not difficult to find thoſe 


who approve what, perhaps, they would 


| S Det themſelves have dared to appear in. 


A bold patriot in a ſenate has, by this 


means, often brought men to avow his ſentiments, 
V ho before were either ſuſpected of being of a con- 


trary opinion, or at leaſt lay, till then, very cloſe in 


the point. Tis with many held a dangerous —_— 


to appear the firſt againſt a ſeeming majority, whic 
only the want of courage in 1ts opponents occalions 


to be thought ſo. 


Since my publiſhing the few papers I have done, 


I fee, with ſome pleaſure, the few occult points 


which I have touch'd upon, and the truths I have 


utter'd, in relation to our Almæ matres, aſſented to 
b, ſundry of their children; tho' I own it is chiefly 


by ſach as, being come to man's eſtate, have left 
their mothers, and ſet out in the world on their 
own bottoms. There are, indeed, ſome few, even 
under the very naſes of the good dames, who 2 
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dard to think themſelves wrong'd, and aſſerted the 
birthright of free Engliſhmen, and of free Chriſtians, 
to think for themſelves; and ſuch a ſtir have theſe 
made already, that divers of their mothers head ſer. 
vants are very much alarm'd at it, and are ſtudying 
ways to keep all ſuch dangerous enemies to found 
education, as freedom of ſpeech and thought, out of 
their family. Thanks be to God, this deſign has 
not been wholly brought about; but theſe enemic; 
of ours have ſow'd ſo many tares among the good 
grain, that our country, to whom the benefit of 1: 
ſhould belong, cry aloud for their right, Oh that tl; 
lord of the harveſt would come, that he might de- 
ſtroy the labours of theſe ill-deſigning men, that he 
to whom the power is given, would ſeparate the yo! 
from the evil. 

There is no expecting that weeds which have t:- 
ken deep root, and begun to ſeem part of the ſoi, 
ſhould be pick'd away bit by bit: the Hydra is no! 
to be deſtroy'd, unleſs you ſtrike off al] the heads 
once; for whilſt you are lopping off one, anothe: 
of courſe ſucceeds: and to apply; if you were to 
turn out one Jacobite H—d of a college, another 1: 
bad is ready to ſtep in his room. 

I ſhall not make their principles in ſtate af; 
the ſubject of my preſent diſcourſe; I have given 
ſome account of them in a late paper; and, inde, 
if I had not, they are too flagrantly ſpread abroad to 
need my diſplaving ; it is enough to dwell upon the 
long and uninterrupted ſcene of more private enor- 
mities, to conſider and recommend to every ma- 
conſideration what has been, and muſt be, the cor- 
ſequence on the lives of Engliſhmen, from an ecu 
cation conliſting in tolerated ignorance and all fort: 
of immorality : this, I think, ought not to be {lizh- 
ted; and I, in the name of the preſent age and pot- 
terity, call loudly upon every one of my count!) 
men, who is, or hopes to be, the parent or diſpo 

1er 
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ſer of a ſon, of what quality or condition ſoever, 
to lay it to heart, 

I know there are many living, who have been 
eye-witneſſes, I wiſh I could not fay inſtances, of 
the miſchiefs that have from hence accru'd. Many 
are, indeed, ingenuous enough to own the great in- 
conveniences, which, by long encouragement in idle- 
neſs, theſe pretended nurſes of heroes and patriots 
have brought upon them. There are many within 
and without the walls of our univerlities, who 
know and will acknowledge (and let any body de- 
ny it who can) thar the education of a perſon of 
diſtinction at OxFoRD, inſtead of being, as it ought, 
the molt ſtrictly taken care of, is of all the moſt 
ne glected; a nobleman may bring any thing trom 
college but learning; but there is generally etfectual 
care taken that his G— ſhall not want temprations 
to en ice him from ſtudying too hard. A gentle- 
man-commoner, if he be a man of fortune, is ſoon 
told, that it is not expected from one of his form 
to mind exerciſes: it he is ſtudious, he is moroſe, 
and a heavy bookiſh fellow: if he keeps a cellar of 
wine, the good-natur'd fellows will indulge him, 
tho* he ſhould. be too heavy-headed to be at chapel 
in a morning. Thus we ice even religion in as lit- 
tle eſteem as morality with em, tho', perhaps, it is 
a little more pretended to, or talk'd of, by them. 

There is a lower form or two of youth, who 
come in for a child's part in the boſom of theſe 
our tender mothers; their behaviour towards theſe 
is of a medley kind, according to the deſigns they 
have upon em; only one fixt maxim prevails, Thoſe 
that have moſt money muſt have leaſt learning. I 
do not fay, that every poor young fellow is on the 
contrary inſtructed in any uſetul or beneficial know- 
ledge; but if he be one who promiſes well to ſtand 
his mother's friend hereafter, or a friend to 'the 
church, ( which is a word they make uſe of to fig- 


nify 
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nify one that is none to the ffate,) then I aſſure 
you no care is wanting, no labour is ſpared to com- 

lete him in their darling principles. If he will but 
— at oaths to his King, and think thoſe ſacred 
to the univerſity, all is like to go well with him; 
all little faults are conniv'd at; only, if he gets drunk, 
he muſt be ſure to talk treaſon, and damn the 
Whigs: if he loves a We, as long as he does but 
love the church as well, he may enjoy both ; de- 
grees, nay holy orders are never deny'd for ſuch 
peccadillo's; and from ſtep to ſtep he goes through 
the favour of all his mother's beſ# children to a col- 
lege living. 

There 1s a cuſtom attributed to the colleges of 

jeſuits abroad by many writers, that they have al- 
ways ſome reſerv'd tenets to the ſociety, whichthey 
truſt but to few hands; many falvo's for trifling 
fins, and many ſecret methods of turning great 
crimes into little ones; and it is a known maxim, 
That no novice is to be entitled to any ſhare in the 
ſtewardſhip of theſe myſteries, till he is capable of 
adding one to the number: then, my ſon, caſt in thy 
lot among us, let us all have one purſe, we ſhall find 
— ſubſtance, we ſhall fill our Ho us ES with 
{poils. 
There is another ſociety in his majeſty's good 
town of London; one Fonathan W—d is head of 
the houſe, who approve and apply this practice to a 
tittle. I wiſh, for the ſake of the honeſt among my 
countrymen, there were no more, 

I have ſhewn, I think, a pretty plauſible reaſon 
for the care that theſe tender mothers take of ſome 
of their babes, and fairly acquitted them of any de- 
ſign that may be malicioully laid to their charge of 
thereby improving any part of mankind, It may 
be the reader may ask likewiſe a reaſon why thoſe 
I have mention'd before are fo induſtriouſly held in 
ignorance; that, I think, ſpeaks itſelf, the wealthy 
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muſt not be too wiſe; ſharpers would not frequent 
aming : tables, it the men of fortune knew the 
ite. 

Whatever I have here laid down, I ſubmit to the 
cenſure of the ſevereſt judges. The unbiaſ d will, 
I hope, believe and agree that theſe grievous enor- 
mities ſtand in need of reformation: the ſufferers by 
them are, and will be obliged to pray for it ; the 
actors and abettors of them, as they juſtly dread, 
will, by that means, to ſay no more of them, be 
ſhewn as they are. Thank God, we have ſeen a 
little the ſtate of a proſperous villain fallen from his 
height, and reaping the reward due to his crimes. 

1 would not be thought to have alledged any 
thing in prejudice to thoſe gentlemen who may 
pretend to be ſeverely cenſured in what I have fiid. 
The matters of fact are true, and, God help us, not 
few in number. I make no alluſions te particular 
men: let the ſtricken deer go weep; let the yet 
innocent take warning, I ſpeak to the world, and 
hope for the regard of all thoſe whoſe intereſt it is 
to take care of the education of youth, whom I 
wiſh to fee in times to come —— in ſounder 
and honeſter principles than has of late the 
practice. | 

What can the preſent age, or the next, expeck 
from us, and ours, upon whom the misfortune of 
our caſe is ſo very hard, that either we muſt keep 
our youth at home, by our chimney-corners, and 
put them into poſſeſſion of our eſtates, inſtructed 
no better than our grooms, without one qualifica- 
tion, from the knowiedge of mankind, to make a 
figure in the world worthy their birth and fortune; 
or by ſending them to the pretended ſeminaries of 
virtue and learning, proſtitute them to the bale le- 
ſigns of thoſe whole buſineſs we ſee it has been, and 
is, to enſnare them into all the traps that giddy boys 
can be caught in; and make —_ at any rate, the 


tools 
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tools of their ambition and craft; at leaſt by taking 
care that they ſhall not ſee one good example before 
their eyes. 

I think ſince theſe our complaints are fo juſt, 
fince they have been too plainly acknowledg'd to be 
1» by the cautious conduct of the perſons accuſed, 
who forbid truth to be ſpoken under the ſevereſt pe- 
nalties within their liberties ; it will behove the beſ 
among us, in proper time, to conſider a little how 
far the evil may go, when under the power of a 
ſet of men, who, without birth, or pretence of 
merit, ſet up for doors and teachers of youth, who 
are to be our future ornament er ſhame. We have 
in our land men who are born proceres c magnate:; 
let us take care, if poſſible, that no baſe, no racan 
principles be inſtil'd into them through the mali- 
cious care of ſome who think it a glory to corrupt 
the beft blood amongſt us, and compaſs ſea and land 
to make a proſelyte. If theſe dangers are not pre- 
vented, as well as foreſeen, where ſhall be found the 
honour and dignity of our nation in years to come 
Who muſt preſide at our council-boards? Who mul! 
ſpeak the ſenſe of our people? and where will be 
x =p freedom of England, when it ſhall, in future 
times, be furniſh'd from theſe nurſeries of bigotry, 
with men only bred up to bring about the crafty 
eno- of their teachers? * 

It is our happineſs that w2 have now a King and 
parliament, whoſe every action aims at doing gud! 
whom no defigns, tho? ever ſo cunningly laid, can 
over- reach. They are actuated and influenced by 
the publick good. I believe every good ſubject joins 
in my wiſhes, that we may ſee the happy effect of 
their counſels in the exemplary puniſhment of the 
greateſt offenders. I rely alſo on the hopes that the 
{ame principle, (I mean the good of the nation, the 
welfare and happineſs of future ages, ) as well as tic 
private regard and paternal care which moſt of the 
. greateſt 
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greateſt among us are affected with, will influence 
them to enquire a little into the character and con. 
duct of men, before they put into their manage- 
ment the greateſt of truſts, the wel- being and ho- 
nour of themſelves and their chidren; that we ſhall 
in the next generation ſee, from the diligent enquiry 
which ſhall be moſt ſeaſonably made into this affair, 
a race of men bred up in the ſtri& diſcipline of vir- 
tue and morality, in the improvements of learning, 
and the juſt obſervance of thoſe rules, which . 
by the preſent practice oi our mothers, they ſeem 
to be of no conſequence ) are the ſole foundation 
upon which we can build, or our poſterity hope to 
ice a great, a Wiſe, and an honeſt man. 


Ne 
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Duales ego vel Cluvienus. Juv. 
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SATURDAY, February 18. 


D the munificence of various perſons, 
well affected to learning and know- 
I j ledge, there er: now founded at * 
| FORD lectures and proteſiorſhips o a 

ID or moſt of the = "7 82g and fa- 

culties in the world, with profitab!: 
falaries annex'd to them. But it is very merry to 
obſerye how prepoſterouſly theſe places are diſpos'1 
ot: inſtead of thoſe perſons who are thoroughly 
vers d in each reſpective art, ſcience, or faculty, they 
D 2 are. 
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-are, for the generality, beftow'd upon ſuch as are 
utterly and notoriouſly ignorant of them, and never 
made them their ſtudy in their lives, They are gi. 
ven away, as penſions and finecures, to any body 
that can make a good intereſt for them, without 
any reſpect to his abilities or character in genera], 
or to what faculty in particular he has apply'd his 
mind. 

I have known a profligate debauchee choſen pro- 
feſſor of moral philoſophy; and a fellow, who ne-. 
ver look'd upon the ftars ſoberly in his life, profeſſor 
of aſtronomy: we have had hiſtory profeſſors, who 
never read any thing to qualify them for it, but 
Tom Thumb, Fack the - 17a Don Bellianis of 
Greece, and ſuch-like valuable records: we have had 
likewiſe numberleſs profeſſors of Greek, Hebrew, and 


 Arabick, who ſcarce underſtood their mother- tongue: 


and, not long ago, a famous gameſter and ftock-job- 


ber was elected M—g—? profeſſor of divinity; ſo 
great, it ſeems, is the analogy between duſting of 


cuſhions, and ſhaking of elbows ; or between ſquan 
dring away cf eſtates, and ſaving of fouls ! 

I often amule myſelf with conſidering what con- 
fuſion it would make in the world, if all ſocieties 
took the fame method, or rather the fame anti-me- 
thod; for inſtance, what a pretty ſet of tradeſmen 
and artificers ſhould we have in any corporation, it 
a Taylor took apprentices to make them Blackſmiths ; 
or it gentle 99 was appointed to teach the art 
and myſtery of 6asket-making ? and fo on in all o- 
ther trades and vocations. E 

Would not the world have laugh'd; if Nicolini 
had profe/sd the ſcience of Generation; or, if mo- 
ther W:ſebourne had ſet up for a guardian of young 
heireſſes? | | . 

Or ſuppoſe again, that Will Whiſton ſhould be 
pitch'd upon to preach Lady Moyer's ſermons at St. 


Faul a, in defence of the trinity; and that Doctor 


Waterlan, 
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| Waterland, in his room, ſhould hatangue the Wits 
| at Button's about mathematical demonſtrations ; would 
not, d'ye think, each genius ſucceed wonderfully in 
| its new undertaking ? 

Amongſt all the croud of Oxford profeſſors, I can- 


. 


profeſſor, 
ſquinting Ton, of Maudlin, who had lately that ho- 
nour con err d upon him by a majority of the whole 


| univerſity, at the interceſſion, and upon the earneſt 
| requeſt of great numbers of celebrated zoafts, who 


were beſt acquainted with his ſecret talents and hid- 


len Capacities, 


What invi/;ble chaxms this reverend Rhimeſter 
may have to recommend him ſo univerſally to the 
good lee of the ladies, God and they only know ; 


| for wi{able ones I am ſure he has none. 


I wiſh, after all, that they have not made a rod 


for themſelves, if what I am inform'd of be true, 
| (viz,) that this dignify'd bard has ungratefully turn'd 


the vaſt torrent of his wit againſt his makers, and 
ſeverely lampoon'd thoſe, who fix'd the immortal 
laurel-wreath upon his brows. 

All the productions which I have ſeen of his 


| (except a few dull verſes in print, not worth men- 


tioning ) are 
1. The Hanover Turnty, to the Tune of 
And a howing we will go, will go, &c. 


2, Verſes upon the Chewvalier's picture, 
3. Verſes upon the death of the young prince. 
All which I once defign'd to communicate to the 


world, as a ſpecimen in what a flouriſhing ſtate the 
Civine art of poeſy is at preſeut in OxyorD; but I 


am oblig'd to decline it, the ſaid ſeveral elaborate 


picces being as impudent as they are ignorant, and 
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as plentifully fraught with rank, venomous treaſon, 
as they are with dulneſs and impotence. _— To 
ubliſh them, would be to throw filth and ordure 
in the face of the government. 
What Tom Brown ſaid to another Tom, who had 
ten times more wit and ſenſe than our Maudſin 


Tom, comes into my head, whenever I think of 


him, 


Ton! write pindaricis and be damm'd! 
Write epigrams for cutlers, &c. 


Nay, even that Grub. ſtreet province is above his 
reach; I know nothing that he is fit for, but Bil. 
lnfeats ſermons, and inſcriptions for bog-houſe 
Walis, 

Indeed, as things have been managed of late years, 
it does not ſignify a farthing who our profeſſors and 
lecturers are; Davus will do as well as OEdipus to 
do nothing, but receive a certain ſum of mo- 
ney every year for his negligence and perjury : a 
mere ſine- cure does not require any extraordinary a- 
bilities. Nay, if it be reſolved by the O——4 con- 
vocation, as it ſeems to be, that the youth under 
their care ſhal! be kept very ignorant, in order to 
make them very devout, I think they have made 
an admirable choice for that purpoſe. The head: 
of colleges, d'ye fee, being, —. of them, long- 
headed men, argue Jopically upon this point; thus, 

A man that wnderſtands his buſineſs, can (if he 
pleaſes) inſtruct others in it; and who knows but 
that out of perverſeneſs, or ſome whim or other, 
he may be tempted to do his duty? ergo, it is not 
ſafe to truſt him. 

But a man, who knows nothing of the matter 
himſelf, cannot (it he would) teach others, accor- 
ding to the old maxim, ex nihilo nihil fit; he can 
do no miſchief; ergo, he ſhall be our man. 
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How faithfully hey obſerve this truſt which is 
repoſed in them by their ſuperiors, and how cau- 
tious they are not to ſcatter the leaſt glimpſe 
of pernicious light amongſt the razrle-brain'd 
young fellows of the univerſity, the following 
letter, which occaſion d this paper, will help to 


diſcover. 


Wadham-college, Jan. 22. 1720-21, 
To the Author of TERRA-Filius, 


Stn, 


Y mongſt other abuſes, in what manner the 
pious deſigns of thoſe good men, ho left us 
« alt our publick lectures, are anſwered, Yelter- 
day morning at nine a clock the bel] went as 
* uſually for lecture; whether for a rhetorical or 
logical one, I cannot tell; but I went to the 
« ſchools, big with hopes of being inſtructed in 
one or the other, and having ſaunter'd a pretty 
« while along the quadrangle, impatient of the lec- 
«* turer's delay, I ask'd the major (who is an offi- 
cer belonging to the ſchools) whether it was 
* uſual now and then to ſlip a lecture or ſo: his 
* an{wer was that he had not ſeen the tace of any 
* lefurer in any faculty, except in poetry and mu- 
fick, for three years paſt ; that all lectures beſides 
* were entirely neglected: both of great conſe- 
© quence! eſpecially the firſt, as it is performed 

by ſo ingenious and accompliſh'd a proficient! 
Every thurſday morning in term time there 
* ought to be a divmity lecture in the divinity ſchool: 
two gentlemen of our houſe. went one day to 
D 4 „Hear 
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hear what the learned profeſſor had to ſay upon 
* that ſubject; theſe two were join d by another 
* aſter of arts, who without a;rogance might 
think they underſtood divinity enough to be his 
© auditors; and that conſequently his lecture would 
*. not have been loſt upon them: but the doctor 
* thought otherwiſe. who came at laſt, and was 
very much ſurprized to find that there was an 
audience. He took two or three turns about the 
« ſchool, and then ſaid, Mag iſtri, vos non (i, 
% IpoxEI auditores: praterea, ſuæta legis doctorem 
'** Bouc HER, tres non faciunt collegium alete; 
„and fo went away. | 

Now it is monſtrous, that notwithſtanding 
* theſe publick lectures are ſo much neglected, we 
are all of us, when we take cur degrees, char- 
* ged with and puniſhed tor non-appearance at the 
* reading of many of them; a formal diſpenſation 
« js read by our reſpective deans, at the rime our 
«c grace is propoſed, for our non-appearance at theſe 
*« jectures, and it is with difficulty that ſome grave 
« ones of the congregation are induced to grant it. 
« Strange order! be each lecturer ſhould — his 
« fifty, his hundred, or two hundred pounds a year 
« for doing nothing; and that we (the young fry) 
* ſhould be obliged to pay money for not hearing 
« ſuch lectures as were never read, nor ever com- 
« poſed. 5 

« Pray, Mr. Tenr&-Filtvs, be ſo kind as to 
* inſert this as ſoon as it will ſuit with your con- 
« yenience, and oblige 


Your conſtant reader, and unknown friend. 


„ p. S. The Vice-Chancellor has prohibited al! 
* our coffee-houſes to take in your paper, under 


pain ot being diſcommon d.“ 
84 TERRA. 
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Ergo in concilium proceres 
Atque utinam his potius Nucis tota illa dediſſet 
Tempora ſevitie. Juv. 
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P F all the ſumptuous Edifices which of 
late years have ſhot up in OxForp, and 
= adorned the habitation of the muſes, 
the new Printing-houſe, commonly cal- 


led CLARENDON'S Printing-howſe, ſtrikes 


me with particular pleaſure and veneration: it is, 


I do allure my reader, a moſt magnificent and 
building, ſuitable to thoſe great ends 


in ordinary to Alma Mater, which delivers t 
rofound genius's of the univerſity of all thoſe vo- 
12 offsprings, to which the common wealth 


of letters is ſo much indebted and obliged. 


Concerning the origination of this uſeful fabrick, 


| divers rumours are gone forth; ſome ſay, the mo- 


ney, which was appropriated for this end, being 


embexxel d, it was carried on at the charge of the 


univerſity treaſury : others, that certain books were 
ſold for the fourth part of the prime coſt, to defra 
this expence; which procedure was, 1 ſuppoſe, 
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founded upon this politick ſuppoſition, that when 


they had got a new Printing-houſe, they could ne- 
ver want new books; but by what means focver ? 
it was built, my lord CLarENDON has the honour, 

_ we, his happy poſterity, the invaluable benefit ; 
Ot it. 

I ſhould think it an undertaking well worthy 0 
the laborious Mr. Hearne, to give the world an ac- - 
count, from year to year, of the many incompa- ; 
Table tomes, which iſſue from that illuſtrious preſs, , 
This, I apprehend, would do great honour to the 1 
univerſity, and to its learned authors, ſince the cata- 5 
logue would not be crouded with any of thoſe he- 
retical, pernicious, and free-thinking tracts, which 1 


are the noiſom ſpawn of other modern preſſes: we 
ſhould find there no ill meaning Eſſays upon human 33 
Under ſtanding, no Oceana's, no Hypotheſes of Liber- 5 
zy, no deſcants upon Original — 5 nor en- D 
quiries into the State of Nature, no * to the 


| Laitty and common Senſe in matters o religion, no 
vindications of Conſcience and private Fudgment, 

no defences of — in any poſſible caſes, no 87 

apologies for the Revolution, and the preſent Go- A 

vernment, &c. to ſully the Academical Types, and , 

reproach the ſolemn Imtrimatur of the univerſity wy 

New, accurate Editions of primitive Fathers, = 

and antient Chronicles, or modern ſermons, and long un 

lyſtcms of Logick, Metaphyſicks, and School-divinity 80 

are the ſolid productions of this auguſt Typographe- | 

um Such are the effects, and ſuch the advan- 40 

tages of reſtraining the licence of the preſs! How WU ©? 

would letters flouriſh? how would arts revive ? > 

how would religion lift up her awful front? and = 

how weuld the church rejoyce, if ſuch a whole- ay 
fome eheck were put upon the preſs throughout 15 
the world? | 1 
| But PainTixG is not the only, nor the principal be 
| uſe, tor which theſe ſtupendous ſtone-walls were 


erected ; 
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erected; for here is that famous apartment. by 
idle wits and buffoons nick named Goll corn, 
+, e. the place of ScuLLs or Heaps of colleges and 
halls, where they meet and debate upon all extra- 
ordinary affairs, which occur within the precincts 
of their juriſdiction, This room of tate, or aca- 
demical council chamber is adorn'd with a fine pour- 
trait of her late majeſty Queen ANNE, which 
was preſented to this aſſembly by a jolly fox- hunter 
in the neighbourhood, out of the tender regard 
which he — to her pious memory, and to the 
reverend ScuLLs of the univerſity, who preſide there; 
for which benefaction they have admitted him into 
their company, and allow him the honour to ſmoak 
a pipe with them twice 4 week, 

This Room is alſo handſomely wainſcorted; which 
is ſaid to have been done by order of a certain 
worthy gentleman, who went to Oxford for a 
Decree Without any claim or recommendation 
and therefore, to ſupply that defect, promiſed to 
become a bene factor, if they would make him a 
graduate; accordingly, as it is fail, workmen were 
employed in great haſte, and the ScurLs, leſt they 
ſhould be bebiud hand in gratitude, in as great haſte, 
clapp'd a DeGrEs upon his back; but the ſtory 
unfortunately concludes, that when the G DDE 
was created, the benefactor ran and left the 
good-natur'd SCULLs to pay the oiners tnemiclves, 

But what is it ro me, who pard for it ? or by what 
means it came to make ſuch a figure, as it now 
does, both within doors and without? It becomes 
me better, as an hiſtorian, to acquaint poſterity whac 
uſes it is put to, and what momentous affairs are 
tranſacted within its walls. I 25k pardon therefore, 
and proceed. 

Here, as I ſaid before, all the weighty buſineſs 
of the univerſity is ſettled: it any ſermon is preach- 
ed, if any publick ſpeech or oration is deliver di in 
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arion of the church, or the univerſity, or in 
vindication of the proteſiant ſucceſſion, or the biſ)op 
of Bangor, hither the delinquent is ſummon'd to 
anſwer for his offence, and receive condign puniſh- 
ment; as Mr. Maurice, fellow of Jeſus college, late- 

did. In ſhort, all matters of importance are cog- 
nizable before this tribunal; I will inſtance only one, 
but that very remarkable. 

A day or two before the late Queen died, a let- 
ter was brought to the poſt-office at Oxford, with 
theſe words upon the outſide of it; We HEAR ThE 
Quzex 1s DEAD, which, being ſuſpected to contain 
ſomething equally miſchievous within, was ſtopt, 
and carried to the vice-ch—ll—r, who imme- 
diately ſummon d his brethren to meet him at Gor- 
GOTHA about a matter of the utmaſt conſequence : 
when . aſſembled together, he produced 
the letter before them ; and having open'd it, read 
the contents of it with an audible voice ; which 
were as follow : | 


St. 7-1 College, July 30. 1714 


Honoured Mother, 


ts Receaved the Cheſhear cheaſe you ſent ma 
1 buy RoßEN JouLTHEAD, our waggonor, and 
* A. itt is a vary gud one, and I thanck you for 
itt, mother, with all my hart and ſoale, and I pomis 
to be a gud boy, and mind my Boock, as yow 
« dezired ma. I am a riſing lad, mother, and have 
gott prefarment in college allready; for owr ſex- 
« toun beeing gonn intoo Heryfoordſhear to ſee his 
* frends, he has left mee his depoty, which is a 
" wy good pleace. I have nothing to complayne 
* off, onely that John Fulkes the tailor ſcores me 


upp a penney firong a mooſt every day; but Ile 
b e. 1 
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put a ſtopp to it ſhortly, I worrant ye: I beleave 

J ſholl do vary well, if you wull but ſnd me 
i t'other cromne; for I have ſpent all my mony at 
« my freſh treat, (as they caul itt,) which is an 
© abomminabel Ecſtortion, but I coud not help itt; 
« when I cum intoo the cuntry, I'le tell yo. all 
how it is. So no more att this preſent ; bat my 
e farvice to our parſon, and my love to brother 
Nich and ſiſter Kate; and ſo J reſt | 


Your ever dutiful and obedent Son, 


BENJAMIN NOMPS, 


When he had done reading, the ScurLs look d 
very gravely upon one another for ſome time, 
till at length Dr. Fauſtus, late of New College, got 
up and ſpoke to them in the following man- 
ner. | 


Gentlemen, 


The words of this letter are ſo very plain and 
intelligible in themſelves, that I wiſh there is no 
« latent and myſterious meaning in them, How do 
« we know what he means by the Cueese, which 
he thanks his mother for? or how do we know 
that he means nothing elſe by it, but a Cnzese ? 
Then, he defires his mother to ſend him rother 
* Crown; now what, I conjure you all to tell me, 
can he mean by that other Crown but the Elector 
'« of Hanover; eſpecially ſince he tells us on the out- 
** {ide of his letter, that the Queen is dead? Theſe 
* Rebels and Rowndheads are very fly in every thing 
they do; they know we have a ſtrict eye over 

A them; 
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« them; and therefore, if this Benjamin Num 
* ſhould be one of them, and have any ſuch ill de. 
« ſigns in his head, to be ſure, if he expected ty 
© ſucceed, he would not expreſs himſelf ro be un. 
« derſtood. So that, with all ſubmiſſion to my re- 
« yerend Brethren, I think we ought to ſift this 
« matter thoroughly, for fear of the worſt. 


and fat down, 


Then Father William roſe up, and apply'd him- 
ſelf, with his uſual majeſty, to Dr, Fauſtus, in theſe 


words, 


Brother FAusrus 


What a notable fine Speech haſt thou made! 
« Thy ws noddle is always finding out miſchief 
ce where there is none meant; thou art always jea- 
« lous of plots, and crying out murder before thou 
te art hurt. Who, but you, would ever have dreamt of 
*© treaſon in a C/eſhire-cheeſe? I warrant you, you 
« fmell'd a rat in it. Come, come, be advis'd, 
„ brother Fauſtus, thou art a very cunning fel- 
„low, we all know; but don't let thy great know- 
edge and ſagacity exert itſelf upon every petty 
* occaſion; don't think thy wiſe character obliges 
« thee to ſtart difficulties where no creature beſides 
can poſſibly ſee any. As to this Ben. Numps, I 
« know him very well: why, he was enter d but 
* other day a ſervitor in my college: poor fel. 
« low! I'll engage for him he is no lot-monger, 
* as a leſs Conjurer than you, — ye Fauſtus, 


might have ealily ſeen, by his ſending his news 


on the ouſide of his letter. Hereſy and Rebellion 
* are not of his conſtitution, However, if you 
think fit, we'll ſend for him, and reprimand him 
for his folly.” 5 
Then 
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Then a beadle was diſpatehd for Mr. Num ps, who 


appeared, and being rebuked by the committee, ac- 


knowledg'd his fault full of ſorrow and contrition, 


| and humbly ask'd pardon for the fame ; which, 


without much * was granted; and he was 
Sd; 


+ thereupon diſmiſs'd; as was likewiſe this high and 
| mighty aſſembly. 


It is ſaid that Mr. Numps, who is ſince enter'd 
into holy orders, lives ſomewhere about town, and 
is an excellent preacher ——of Dean Young's ſer- 
mons, 
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Veluti in ſpeculum. 


SATURDAY, February 25. 


NE of my correſpondents calls the 
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of the univerſity; and I have m 
ſelt, more than once, made aſe 
+ of that allufion already; I am ſor- 
e ry that the iniquity of the times 
will allow me to draw the parallel ſo cloſe as I think 
I can do in this paper. Let us try the Experi- 
ment. 


Several 


ScuLLs of Colleges the DirecToRs 
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Several hundred years ago (ſuppoſe, for inſtance, 
in old King ALFrep's reign) certain ſtraggling 
ſcholars, who liv'd and ſtudied at Oxronp without 
any regulation, or at moſt only an inconſiderable 
number of them, not. yet. mcorporated, form'd 2 
ſcheme amongſt themſelves, and offer'd it to the 
King, in which they propoſed, That if he would 
grant them ſuch a charter, and ſuch privileges as 
they deſired for encreaſing their capital ſtock, and 
for eſtabliſhing a publick nuriery of youth, they 
would requite his benevolence, by furniſhing his 
ſubjects with a vaſt quantity of learning, loyalty, 

ood manners, religion, and other uſeful commo- 

ities, to the value of ſeveral millious, of which 
they ſtood grie v ouſly in need. They repreſented 
ſeveral advantages which would accrue to the pub- 
lick by this new ſcheme, which, in thoſe days, was 
cald (without intending a pun) the OxrorRD — 
as that, particularly, it would fave us the great ex- 
pence, and trouble, and ſcandal of ſending our chil- 
dren abroad for education; that when we had a 
publick feminary of our own, we ſhould export 
great quantities of academical manufacture to other 
countries, inſtead of importing it from thence, 
which was always eſtecm'd a Fendkicia branch of 
trade; that young men are apt to learn abroad 
principles incompatible with our conſtitution, and 
to aſſimilate with the nations amongſt whom they 


are educated, and ſeveral other reaſons, qe nunc 


perſcribere longum eſt. 

On the other fide, it was ſuggeſted, that it was 
too great a truſt to be repoſed in ſo mean and con- 
temptible a body of men: that it would be of dan- 
gerous conſequence to let them engroſs and mono- 
polize all the learning in the kingdom; that it 
would put it in their power to inf what prin- 
eiples they pleas'd into the minds of youth; and by 
that mean; to give the government —— 

nen- 
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whenever their ambition, or reſentment, or caprice 
ſhould prompt them to it; and that, in ſhort, they 
would grow too powerful and reſtiff to be ma- 
naged. | 

Notwithſtanding all which, what with the inte- 
reſt they had, or #2ade amongſt the courtiers, and 
what with the plauſibleneſs of the thing at firſt 
fight, their propoſals were accepted, and a charter 
was granted them fuller than they deſired. 

When they had carried this point, /5#6/cription- 
books (by them call'd matriculation-books were o- 
pen'd, and moſt of the nobility and gentry ſub- 
ſcribed their ſons and their wards into them: pre- 
ſently their ſtock roſe, and happy was he that had 


{ any thing in it! Every old hunks and miſer un- 


hoarded his dear treaſure upon this occaſion, and 
thruſt it into this fund, in expectation of vaſt di- 
vidends of learning and philoſophy, which being 
novelties in thoſe days, conſequently bore a great 
price; ſcarce was there a country farmer, or a chim- 
ney-{weeper, who had rak'd a little money toge- 
ther, but muſt come into the faſhion, and make 
one of his boys a parſon, or a philoſopher ; nay, 
ſome ſent whole colonies of male-heirs thither as 
faſt as they could beget them, and were ſeiz d with 
an inſatiable avarice of letters and religion; inſomuch 
that people began to think, that in a ſhort time 
they ſhould have nothing but Plato's, and Seneca's, 
and Ariftorle's in the nation. 

This ſcheme met with ſuch popular encourage- 
ment, that, in imitation of it, ſeveral BU BBL E- 
ſchools and academies ſprung up and aped it in all 
its proceedings; they too produced old obſolete char- 
ters, or bought new ones to teach youth in the 
lime faculties, and took in ſubſcriptions in the ſime 
manner that the other did. Thoſe perſons, who 
could not raiſe monev enough to come into the 


grand Oxford fund, jobb d in theſe little les, = 
0 
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of which, calbd the Stamford bubble, flouriſh'd 
hugely, and began to vye even with the Oxford 
ſtock; inſomuch that the Oxford directors looked 
upon it with a jealous eye as a dangerous ſucker 
to them, and were forced to petition the king to 

ut down and annul all &nële-academ ies, particu- 

rly the Stamford one (as Wood expreſſeth it) “ ne 
vetus eruditionis fluentum exareſceret ; left the an- 
tient fountain of learning (ſhould be dried up : in pur- 
ſuance of which requeſt, the — order'd a procla- 
mation to be pabliſt/d, requiring all zzafters and ſcho- 
lars N at Stamford, to return to OxFoRD, un- 
der pain of confiſcation of goods; nam nolumus ( in- 

uit rex) ſcholas ſeu ſtudia alibi infra regnum no- 
* quam m locis ubi univerſitates nunc ſunt, ali- 
qualiter teneri; for we will not (ſaid the King) have 
any ſchools or ſeminaries of learuing within our domi- 
nions, but where the univerſities now are; and far- 
ther, to extirpate the Stamford bubble entirely, they 
made a ſtature. obliging every candigate for a degree 
to ſwear, That he will never read, nor be the audi: 
tor of any reader in Stamford, as an univerſity, 
Item, tu jurabis quod non leges nec audies STAMFOR- 
DIA tanquam in univerſitote, ſtudio aut collegio ge- 
nerali, are the words of the oath. - 

Whether this royal prohibition coſt the Oxford 
company any thing but good words, my author fays 
not; but I find it had quite a contrary effect to 
what they expected ; for whereas, ſome time be- 
fore, it is faid that there were thirty thouſand ſtu- 
dents in Ox ron b, in a few years afterwards they 
decreas'd to ſax thouſand; and the hiſtory ſays, that 
learning too decreaſed in proportion. 

At firſt the ſcholars, or proprietors, of this ſtock 
lodged-about town in private houſes, as they do 


3 — 
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4 vide, his Antiquities, p. 166, 
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now in ſome foreign univerſities, and had only pub- 
lick ſchools to meet and diſpute in; but in progreſs 
of time, ſo enamour'd of this ſcheme were ſeveral 
perſons, that when they dicd, they left their eſtates 
to found little univerſities, under the great univerſi- 
ty, called colleges, and to ſupport an head, and a 
certain number of fellows. 

Theſe ſeveral colleges, or private ſocieties, make 
up collectively the publick univerſity, and the heads 
and governors of theſe colleges are alſo the gover 
nors and directors of the univerſity : the chancellor 1 
eſteem only a titular governor, the vice- chancellor 
anſwers to the ſub-governor; the pro-vice-chancelloy 
to the deputy-governor, and the heads of colleges to 
the directors. 

Fo purſue the parallel therefore, let us examine 
whether theſe directors have not broke their zruſt, 
and do not deſerve puniſhment as well as the o- 
thers: or rather let us examine whether they ought 
not publickly to be examined whether they have 
broke it or not, fince they lie under ſuch violent 
ſuſpicions of having broken it; and no more than 
this could be faid of the others; till they had been 
examined, 

I conceive the ſum of the charge againſt the 
South-ſea directors to be this: that they have perfi- 
diouſly broken a — truſt repoſed in them, by the 
government and the proprietors; that under pretence 
of paying the nation's debts, and increaſing publick 
wealth and publick credit, they have plunder'd the 
nation, and ſunk publick wealth and publick credit 
to the loweſt dregs; that they have either fraudu- 
lently embezzeld to themielves, or unwarrantably 
ſquander'd away (they know not how nor to whom) 
the money and ſtock of thoſe perſons who choſe 
and hired them to manage it for their advantage 3 


that they have been guilty of infamous practices — 
| | 2 
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all forts; that therefore they ought to be puniſhed 


in the moſt rigorous manner. 

Now, if it can be proved, in like manner, that 
the other directors have as per fidiouſly broken as 
great a truſt repoſed in them by the government, 
the nobility, gentry, ard commonalty of England; 
that under pretence of advancing national religion 
and learning, they have introduc'd national irreligion 
and ignorance; and inſtead of promoting loyalty and 

ce, have encourag'd treaſon and diſtu bance; that 
they have debauch'd the principles of youth, inſtead 
of reforming them; that they have embezzel'd or 
ſquandred away great ſums of publicx money, and 
that they have been guilty of wicke and infamous 

ractices of all ſorts; ought they not, likewiſe, to 
puniſhed in the moſt rigorous manner ? 
To fay, that this has not yer been proved, is ridi- 
culous, till we have had an opportunity of provin 
it; the iniquities of the South-ſea directors, as 2. 
and as confidently as they were talked of before the 
parliament met, were not prov'd till the parliament 


did meet: and when the parliament ſhall be pleaſed 


to take the conduct of the other directors into as 
ſtrict examination, I doubt not that they will diſ- 
cover as great miſmanagement and as many —— 
Nothing which I have here laid down in general 
concerning either the South. ſea or the Oxford di- 
rectors can be made to include every individual of 
either ſort; there are, I hope, ſome guiltleſs men of 
both, tho' I fear, far out-number'd by the guilty; 
and therefore methinks they ought to pray for a 
publick ſcrutiny, that their characters may no longer 
ſuffer in bad company. — 

From hence it wil be eaſy to judge, why the a- 
cademical directors are ſo terribly againſt (I do not 
fay afraid of) a viſitation; namely, for the ſame 
reaſon that their brethren of the South. ſea abhor the 
name of a ſecret committee, , 

This 


lis 
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This is the character of theſe directors in their 


publick capacity; if you take them in a more pri- 


vate view, amongſt their felloms in their reſpective 
colleges, you may define them thus. 

A director, or SCULL of a college, except as be- 
fore excepted, is a lordly ſtrutting creature, who 
thinks all beneath him created to gratify his ambi- 
tion, and exalt his glory ; he commands their hom- 
age by uſing them very ill, and thinks the beſt way 
to gain their adoration, is to pinch their bellies, and 
call them names, as the moſt tyrannical princes have 
always the moſt loyal ſubjects; he is very vicious 
and immoral himſelf, and therefore will not pardon 
the leaſt trip or miſcarriage in another; he is a great 
profligate, and conſequently a great diſciplinarian; he 
petrifies in fraud and ſhameleſneſs, and is never pro- 
perly in his element, but when he is either- com- 
mitting wickedneſs himſelf, or puniſhing the com- 
miſſion of it in others. | 
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Maxima quæque domus SERv1s eſt plena ſuperbis 
Juy, 


WEDNESDAY, March I, 


$4+4+++AVING in my wil pgs given ſome 
= H # account of the reverend ſcu{ls of colleges, 
++- * = 4. I proceed methodically, in this, to their 
+%+%+4+ FooTMEn, who are the next grandees of 

the univerſity, or, to carry on the alluſion, 
the clerks to the Oxford directors. 

It is peculiar to theſe learned head pieces to ſhew 
more reſpect, and give more encouragement to their 
skip-kennels, than to their ſtudents or fellows, which, 
I ſuppoſe, they do, that the ſcripture (of which al. 
ſo they are the DixecToRs) may be fulfilled, which 
ſays, He that is leaſt amongſt you all, the ſame ſhall 
be greateſt. | 

Father William is never better pleas'd than when 
he is drinking a bottle and talking over matters 
with Mr. Joan, his Man, who I muſt confeſs in- 
deed is a very genteel well-bred perſon, and puffs 
out his neckcloth with as ſmart an air as Mr. 4»j- 
body. Father William, to ſhew his kindneſs to Mr. 
Jonx, has made him manciple of his college, a ſine- 
cure worth twenty pounds a year, which is more 
than any of the juniors make of their mg 

ome 
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Some people alſo think that Mr. Jonw, having liv'd 
ſeveral years in ſo good a ſervice, is his maſter's mo- 
ney-ſcrrvener, ſince the death of a certain gentleman, 
who ſtood him in great ſtead; and that he ſome- 
times ſupplies the deficiencies of his civil It. For 
my part, I declare, with all the fincerity in the 
world, that I don't envy Mr. Joan his place; for I 
never heard but that the fellow was a very honeſt 
fellow; which is more than I can ſay of ſome of 
his berters, 

Dr. Lime-Kiln, the block-head of a neighbouring 
college, is another Inſtance of this fort of complai- 
ſince : when he was, ſome time ago, Vice- chancel- 
lor, he more than divided his power and authority 
with his lacquey, if I may fo call one in poſſeſſion 
of ſo great an honour. No buſineſs could be done 


| without Mr. Frx's advice and conſent ; nor any per- 


ſons admitted upon buſineſs without previous ap- 
plication to him, and paying ſuch previous fees as 


be, the faid Mr. FEN, ſhould, in his great modeſty, 
| demand. It is alſo faid, that this dignify'd vale: 


has often furniſl'd his maſter, or collegue, with 
conſiderable ſums. 

I have lately receiv'd two letters from two dif- 
ferent Gentlemen ( who tell me, that they were for- 
merly of Dr. Lime-Kiiz's college) complaining of 
the infolence of that doughty Sc and his Man 


| Fen, who, as one of them informs me, is a fellow 
| perfeftly orthodox in ſixe and manner of thmking, 


and in every act, that belongs to his maſter, ſuch as 
puniſhing irregularities, preſcribing orders, &c. uſed 


+ to expreſs himſelf, WE will take care that ſuch 4 
man (hall not have his degree; Or, We will mtro- 


duce another manner of living in the college; giving 


himſelf an air of partnerſhip with the reverend Nad: 


dle his maſter in the government of the college. 


The other gentleman tells me, that haviog diſo- 


| blig'd this favoured S «1», who complain d of it to 


Eis 
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his maſter, he was told by the doctor, That he had 
rather have found him drunk, or a- bed with a whore, 


er in any other crime, than in offering ſuch an af. 


front to his Servant; and threatened to expel him 


for it. ; 
It is in every body's mouth, what this worthy 


gentleman ſaid, when his maſter went out of hi: 
wice-chancellorſhip ; I rejoice, ſaid he, that We are 
out of this troubleſome Office. 

Dr. Dry BONES, of Exeter, is alſo very famous for 
his familiarity wlth his footman, whom he makes 
his confident. | 

Once upon a time, the late biſhop of“ BRis rot 
going to pay doctor Drysones a viſit, found him 
in his lodgings by a little ſtarving fire, with a r«/ 
light candle before him, ſmoaking a pipe cheek by 
joul with his man Tyomas. As ſoon as my lord 
came in, up leap'd the fellow in a great hurry, and 
was going out of the room; but ſaid his maſter, 
Sit down TroMas, fit down and ſmoak your pipe out 
here's no body but my lord biſhop, and he won't tak: 
it amiſs: THOMAS is a very boneſt, good natur d fel. 
low, my lord, and ſometimes I make him fit down 
and /moak a pipe with me for company. Come, ny 
lord, well drin his health, if you pleaſe. With all 
my heart, ſaid his lordſhip, and ſo it went round. 

Dr. FavsTvs, late of New-College, was anothe: 
of theſe obliging 2 nodales; but there is a good 
reaſon to be given for his civility to his groom ; 
for though he be never ſo much a conjurer, as f2- 
ther William calls him, yet two heads are better than 
one all the world over, A 8 

Doctor Pacquet, director of U-———y College, 
was many * directed, in all his proceedings, — 
blick and private, by his butler, who is ſince ex- 


1 
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x Dr, Smalridge, 
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pelld for defrauding the college, with a pious intent 
to exrich it, if they would hang up his picture, as 
he deſired, in their hall, and pray for him amongſt 
their other benefactors. 

Thus in all great families, as well as in theſe and 
other colleges, there ever were, and ever wil] * 
ſuch inſolent ſaves kept to domineer over the 


maſters clients. and levee- men, and ſometimes over 


their maſters themſelves. 

When SgjAxus, that courtly villain, whom we 
read of in Tacitus, was in his proſperity, it was 
eteemed a very great honour to be acquainted with 
his door-keepers, and menial- ſervants. Etiam Sa- 
trium atque Pomponium venerabamur : libertis quo- 
que Ac janitoribus ejus noteſcere pro magnifico accipie- 
batur *, 

Theſe Oxford footmen 2 with the South. ſea 
widerlings exactly in this, that they grow rich ſur- 
priſingly faſter than other peoples ſervants. 

I have too much reſpect for the chief characters 
of all ages and all countries, to caſt any unſeemly 
reflections upon the dunghil, from whence they 
have ſprung; and I often wonder at the folly of 
many men, who would be thought wits, when I 
hear them ſcernfully call a riſing great man an up- 
ſtart, a muſhroom, and a thing of yeſterday, as mat- 
ter of diſgrace ; when 'tis plain, from experience, 
that we gentlemen of the mob have always been 
the ableſt perſons at the helm of affairs; which is 
ſuch an honour to our illuſtrious obſcurity, as I can- 
not help _ very proud of. 

It is a ſtanding maxim in building, that a ſublime 
ſuperſtructure cannot be ſupported without a low 


| foundation. 


19 


* Sce Tacit, Book 6. 
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Every body knows that the brave old Roman 
had ſome of their greateſt dictators and other prime 
miniſters from the pron whom they found e. 
qually qualify'd to be at the head of the govern. 
ment; in which ſtation they acquitted themſelves a; 
well as in the other: they could ſpeech it to a fac- 
tious ſenate, as well as to a team of oxen : they 
could make leagues and treaties, as well as hedges 
and ditches : nothing came amiſs to them ; but as 
different occaſions required, they could either hre 
corn— or their country's enemies. 

In like manner, why may not the gentlemen, of 
whom J have been ſpeaking in this paper, have the 
lame amphibious capacities, and acquit themſelves in 
different offices of life with equal dexterity ? Why 
may they not, at the ſame time, be college-ſervants, 
and college-governors, and gain as much reputation 
by puniſhing under-graduates, or diſpoſing 0 ca 
ſlits, degrees, and teſtimoniums, as by whetting 
knives, or ſetting out a ſide-board? 

The Romans A not been imitated by other na- 
tions, and ſucceeding ages, in any of their cuſtoms 
more than in this: caſt your eyes round the world, 
and ſce to whom you are oblig'd for moſt of thoſe 
illuſtrious politicians who have led mankind by the 
| noſe for ſo many centuries. What was of old the 
famous cardinal Wolſey, but a butcher's ſon ? Or 
what at preſent are cardinal Alberoni, and moſt of 
the other cardinals, and of the late South · ſea direc- 
tors, but perſons of the ſame remarkable extrac- 
tion ? 

Nay, to go no farther, even I my ſelf, over. 
grown as I am in fame and wealth, ſtiled by all 
unprejudiced and ſerſible perſons, the inſtructor of 
mankind, and the e ormer of the two univerſities, 
am by birth but an humble plebeian, the younger 
ſon of an ale-houſe keeper in Napping, who was 
for ſeveral years in doubt which to make of n 
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1 philoſopher, or a ſailor: but at length birth - right 
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revailing, I was ſent to Oxford, ſcholar of a col- 


ege, and my elder brother a cabbin- boy to the Weſt- 


Indies. 
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SATURDAY, March 4. 


HAT it is the intereſt of every governs 
ment to protect and encourage its 
friends, is a maxim which l pre- 
vail'd in all wiſe nations. It is founded 

on reaſon and policy, as well as a- 

bundantly confirmed by the experience 


| of the contrary practice, which has conſtantly ended 
in the imminent danger, if not in the total deſtruc- 


tion of thoſe ſuperficial ſtateſmen, who have put it 


in execution. 


We ought in charity to ſuppoſe, that all gover- 


nors, whatever this or that party may think of 


them, eſteem themſelves juſt and lawful governors; 
do not mean violent Uſurpers, or foreign invaders 
(who cannot pretend to exerciſe a juſt government) 
but only ſuch as are call'd parliamentary and heredi- 


1 governors; governors de jure, and governors de 
acto. 
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This ſuppoſition cannot be — unreaſonable 
by any party, becauſe it only ſuppoſes all parties ho- 
neſt and ſincere in their different intereſts and pro- 
feſſions. 
All governors therefore, whether de jure, or 4 
facto, believing themſelves engaged in a juſt cauſe, 
ought to encourage, or at leaſt to protect hoſe per. 
ſons eſpecially who lave diſtinguiſh'd themſelves in 
the fame cauſe. This expectation alone could ani. 
mate them under adverſity to risk their Jives and 
fortunes in defence of it; and if they find them- 
ſelves deluded in this expectation, whenever there i; 
need of their aſſiſtance again, they will {it down 
tamely under their preſent misfortunes, rather than 
run any hazard in behalf of a ſet of men, who, 
they know, will not eaſe them of one hurthen, but 
have lay heavier upon them, ſhould they prevail 
in their attempt. 

I will ſtate the caſe wider ſtill, and ſuppoſe ever 
foreign invaders, or violent uſurpers in poſſeſſion 0! 
the government, who cannot poſſibly believe them- 
ſelves to be juſt or lawful governors ; yet as the 
men, by plauſible ſpeeches, and artful diſguiſes, may 
perſuade many well-meaning people, that they arc 
promoting the publick good, and thereby draw 
them into their intereſts; I maintain, that it is th: 
duty even of thoſe uſu pers or invaders to ſupport 
thoſe well-meaning, miſtaken men, who ſupported 
them in their unjuſt poſſeſſion, and to protect them 
from the inſults of heir enemies, tho' they happen 
to be the friends of their country. 

I need not have put the caſe fo far, but that! 
Was willing to ſhew how much even villains ate 
oblig'd to defend thoſe who are their friends, not 
knowing them to be villains. 

We have now upon the throne a King, whom | 
believe to be as juſtly and lawfully our King, as ti 
cauſe of publick good, and the conſent of 2 who 
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nation, by their repreſentatives, in ſeveral parliaments 
aſſembled, can make him. Under this belief I hare 
ſworn to obey him, and I deſign to obſerve that 
oath z part of which obliges me to diſcover all open 
and ſecret traitors and conſpirators againſt Ns ma- 
ey perſon and government; ſuch traitors and con- 
ſpirators I conceived thoſe perſons to be, againſt 
whom I undertook this paper; I thought it my du- 
ty therefore to diſcover them, as I H ſworn to do; 
and I think that at leaſt I deſerve impurity for my 
ins, 

Yet has it been of late maliciouſly reported both 
in publick and private, that ſeveral of the Biſhops 
have petition d the King to ſuppreſs a ſcandalous pa- 
per cal'd Terr &4-Filtus, highly reflefting, as 
ſome of our ſagacious news-writers reprelent it, ap- 
on the two univerſities, the chriſtian religion, and the 
reformation. By whom this is done, or with what 
intent, is eaſy enough to gueſs; but the artifice is 
ſo thin and ridiculous, that no body, I think, can 
be deceived by it. 

It cannot however be an improper time to pro- 
duce ſome of my proofs againſt the perſons with 
whom I have enter'd the liſts ; from whence it 
may appear, whether I who relate, or my 6o0kſel- 
ler who publiſhes, or they who act ſuch enormities 
2yainſt this government, ought to be under appre- 
henſions from this government. If, for once, 
I may be jugge in my own caſe, to be puniſhed by 
Whigs and Tories too for the ſame thing, is, I think, 
a little too hard uſage; tis ſuch fore-flroke and back- 
ſroke play, as I cannot poſſibly underſtand, 

One of my principal evidences is a ſermon preach'd 
May 29, 1719, which I promis'd to m an account 
of, when a 7 — opportunity offer'd itſelf: accor- 
dingly, T will begin with it next Wedneſday. In the 
mean time, I will preſent my reader with ſome lit- 
fle peccadillos, which may * for collateral proofs, 

3 . 
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or corroborations of my main charge: the firſt ot 
which ſhall be an epiſtle from a gentleman in order; 
to a certain Head of a college, in which he ſtood 
candidate for a fellowſhip, and carried it. 

N. B. It was written juſt after the late duke of 
OxmMonp went away. 


Vir colendiſſime, 


N hac tanta rerum perturbatione, me pergrata 
Ben—ti reficit memoria; ſpero equidem dun 
Eccleſiæ patronos carceribus inſequuntur maler ol 
ur mihi ejuſdem miniſiro, favore tuo, aſylum prabeat 
Alfredi domus. Proh Cu RIA, inverſique mores! 
Orbitatem ſuam nunc ſenſit Eccleſia, ſides defer ſore 
ſuo viduata luget, & notte religiont obductd, ex lu: 
eris caverniſque ſuis repunt fanatici tenebriones, at: 
que adverſus academiam primo ſua tela librant:; 
ramen ſi eujuſlibet vigilantia ſacra literarum cauſi 
defendi potuit, certe tua defenſa ſuiſſet, & quam 
fortiter dignitati ſue conſulebas, cum ex alto fulni- 
nabant, teſtimonium reddet hæc univerſitas, & cuju 
vicem geſſiſti, tuis meritis aliquazdo reſpondebit Ec 
clus ExuL. | 
Fœlices ! quorum oculis tam illuſtre obverſat ur ex. 
emplum; feliciores ! quos præceptis ad virtutem for- 
maſti; tamen egomet ipſe fœliciſimus] ſi me in ſt 
cietatem tuarum laudum cooptari non indignum au. 
bitreris: hoc ſummo tuo beneſicio aſfectum me til 
in omni re morem gerere, & quantum in me g 
collegii emolumentum promovere promitto. Sum, 


Vir colendiſſime, 


Tui favoris ſtudioſiſſimus. 
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Right worſhipful Six, 

N the ”=_ great and general confuſion, the 

grateful remembrance of your benefactor Sir 

S Be t revives my — ſpirits; for 
I hope, that whilſt ill- minded men throw the pa- 
trons of our Church into dungeons, I, who am a mi- 
niſter of it, may, by your favour, find refuge under 
King Alfred's roof, How, alas! are the morals 
of the Court chang'd! Our widowed Church now 
ſenlibly feels its loſs; our Faith laments the want 


N? XIV 


| of her Defender, and Religion, being overcaſt in a 


cloud of impiety, the fanatical underminers of it 
creep out of their dens and caverns, and firſt of all 
ſhoot their arrows againſt our univerſity : never- 
theleſs, if any one's vigilance could have defended 
the ſacred cauſe of learning, yours would certainly 
have done it. How boldly you conſulted its honour, 
whilſt thoſe m authority thunder'd againſt us, this 
univerſity ſhall witneſs for you; and the Mosr 
xoBLE ExiLkE, whom you ſometime repreſen- 
ted, ſhall, one time or other, reward your merito- 
rious conduct. 

Happy are they who have ſuch an illuſtrious ex- 
ample before their eyes! more happy they, who by 
your precepts are trained up to virtue! but moſt 
happy ſhould T be, if you would eſteem me worthy 
to be choſen into the number of thoſe who tell 
forth your praiſes! So pratefully will J acknow- 
ledge this obligation, that 1 promiſe to promote, as 
much as in me lies, the good of the college, and 
to be a thorough-paced conformiſt to your will in all 
my actions, I am, 


Right worſhipful Sin, 
Your wor ſhip's maſt humble petitioner, 
2 @&- &- © 


One 


n 


2 e 


| 
' 
| 


— 


80 Terre-Filius. N' xlv. 


One of C. C. C. in a publick ſpeech, when lie 
was proctor of the univerſity, juſt after the King's 
eſſion, having abuſed Dr. Ax LIFE, and given 
the worſt character his ſpleen and invention 
could furniſh him with, had theſe remarkable word; 
in it: Hiſce mediis ad AULAM affedtat viam; abrot, 
diſcedat; CONVENIUNT MORES. By theſe methods le 
paves his way to Court ; Hence; let him go; hi; 
morals ſuit the PLACE. 

Another proctor, about three years ago, in his 
ſpecch, told the univerſity this melancholy ſtory; 
Ed ventum eſt ut ECCLESIA ab eo, qui DEF EN SOU 
ritulo honoratur, pene diruta fit. Things, ſaid he, 
are come to that paſs, that the Cavurcn is alm 
demoliſh'd by him who has the honour to to be fiiled 
the DEFENDER of it. 

It is impoſſible to remember all the inſinuations 
and reflections of this nature, for the laſt ſiæ years; 
very few publick ſpeeches, declamations, or ſcr. 
mons, were without them; ſome have been ful! 
of nothing elſe; as in particular, the famous fer- 
mos, of which I am to give an account in my 
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Hic putat eſſe Deos ( PEIERAT. Juv. 


— 


. 


* 


WeEDpntsDaY, March 8. 


pP ON the twenty-ninth of May, 
$1 1719, the reverend poetical gentle- 
man, whom I have ſeveral times: 


had occaſion to mention, preach'd ' 


a notable ſermon upon this Text, 
(as we find it written in the 


— ——— thirteenth chapter of the prophet” 
| Hoſea, and at the ninth: verſe,) O! Iſrael, thou haſt' 
deſtroyed thy ſelf, but in me is thine help. 


From which words he undertook to l that 


| ExcLanD, our modern Iſrael, had alſo deſtroy'd itſelf; 


or (as he more elegantly worded it) was guilty cf 


| civil and ſpiritual ſeif-murder ; which he introduc'd 
| by obſerving, that as when a ſingle perſon falls by: 
| his own Hes, 4 or, (as the text ſays,) deſtroys himſelf, 
it is call'd ſimple ſelſ murder; fo, when a whole civil 
| fociety falls by its own hands, or deſtroys itſelf, it ia 


civil {elf murder; and fo agein, when 4 whole eſta- 
bliſh'd church falls by its own hands, or deſtroys itſelf - 

it 1s ſpiritual ſelf-murde» 
At what particular time our Britiſh Iſrael thus im- 
bru'd its hands in its own blood, he thought it n- d- 
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leſs, upon that day, to acquaint us; purpoſely avoid- 
ing, through his whole preachment, to mention the 
Names of Cromwel or King Charles; uſing, inſtead 
thereof, theſe and ſuch - like general expreſſions, as 
the uſurper, the rightful heir, the royal exile, the exi- 
led monarch, &c. beſides which, he ſingled out ſuch 
incidents in his deſcription of this our ſtate of civil 
and ſpiritual ſuicide, as bore a nearer alluſion to later 
times than to thoſe former ones, which the occaſion 
of the day ſuggeſted to him; exhibiting to his gaping 
audience an unjuſt parallel between King Charles J. 
and James Il. and between Oliver Cromwel and 
King William. 

This two ld ſelf murder we committed, it 
ſeems, firſt, by our diſobedience to the CauRcn ; and, {c- 
condly, by our injuſtice to the K ING. 

I. By our diſobedience tothe Caurcn; to prove which, 
the — 2 faid he, was filenc'd. and our hol 
mother was not permitted to take counſel for herſelf 
Poor old gentlewoman! what a fad thing that was? 
to ſhut her holy lips up and not ſuffer her to tel 
winter-evening tales of witches and apparitions in a 
chimney-corner, as ſhe usd to do! to be ſure, 
good man! he did not glance this obliquely upon 
the preſent 22 or ſerving her ſo now. 

Secondly, ſaid he. the biſhops were depriv'd by a lay- 

wer —Intolerable impudence again! that the vile 
beaſts of the people ſhould offer to turn a conſe- 
erated gentle man out of a good dioceſe, and an apo/- 
zolical coach and fix, only for refuſing to promiſe not 
#0 be & rebel; or upon any other pretence whatſo- 
ever! — Here again without doubt, the preacher 
did not think of the lay-deprivation of biſhops at the 
Revolution. ; 

But, he added, we ought to bleſs God, that mary 
of thoſe re verend deprived fathers did privately ordain 


ſeveral perſons, in order to maintain the invaluable 


eng of à regular uninterrupted ſucceſſion of chriſ 
tian 
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tain miniſlers, to whoſe valid and efficacious prayers 
we may piouſly ſuppoſe the Reſtoration was in a great 
meaſure owing. It falls out very luckily for this 

al preacher, that all his inſtances agree with ſome- 
thing 2ow-a-days. We all know that there is now 
in the world a ſet of Engliſh biſhops, prieſts, and 
deacons, behind the curtain, who are perpetuating 
for us this invaluable bleſſing of a regular uninterrup- 
red ſucceſſion, and putting up valid prayers for ano- 
ther Reſtoration; but that our orthodox preacher had 
theſe in his eye, would be a vain aſſertion. 

Third y, ſaid he, by breaking down the fences of the 
church, m repealing the laws made for its ſecurity, 
and allowing a Toleration to all perſons, who call 
themſelves Proteftants; the* under that name many 
were included, who did not believe the received doc- 
trines 4 the Trinity, Where this was aim'd, is very 
plain, ſince in Cromwel's days ſeveral perſons, who 
did not believe the received doctrines of the Trinity, 
were ſo far from being #olerated, that they were 
proſecuted with the utmoſt rigour, 

II. By our injuſtice to the Kine, which, ſaid he, 
conſiſted in keeping him out of his rightful and here- 
_y dominions; which they did upon theſe princi- 
5 Firſt, Vox populi eſt vox Dei; which has ſince been 
urged by the church as an argument for hereditary 
right. 

Secondly, Salus populi eft [rrprema lex. 

Thirdly, — right — be ſet aſide. 

Which ſome Whig · boobies have thought to be the 
principles of the Revolution, and not of the Oliverian 
3 but what cannot ignorance and whiggi/m 
ce? 

Nay, faid he, many of the King's friends themſelve: 
were impoſed upon by the art ful ſophiſins of the uſur- 


per's party, to declare againſt his RESTORATION ; thi 


incipal of which were theſe : F 
principal of whi - þ via 


ee” 
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Firſt, That moſt of them had taken the Oaths 15 
the uſurper. 

Secondly, That it would coſt the nation a great 
deal of bloodſhed to reſtore the King. | 

Thirdly, That the King and his friends were ſu/- 
fected to be of a different religion from what was ge- 
nerally profeſſed here. 

All which frivolous excuſes he fully anſwered in 
a few words. 

To the firſt, viz. That moſt of the King's friend; 
had taken the oaths to the uſurper: He anſwered, 1 
grant it ; but r they had done a wicked unjuſt 
thing, muſt they therefore continue in it? Wretched 
indeed muſt their caſe be, when their apology becomes 
their aggravation! 

Here was an abſolution from oaths, ſlap-daſh at 
once, for the young ſtudents to carry home againſt 
they have next an occaſion for perjury. | 

As to the ſecond of theſe, viz. That it would coſt 
the nation a great deal of bloodſhed to reſtore the King : 
this objection, ſaid he, is of juſt as much weight, as 
if a perſon who had broke a Limb ſhould chuſe to be a 
cripple all his life, becauſe the ſurgeon would put him 
to ſome pain in the ſetting of it. 

To the third, That the King and his friends avere 
ſuſpected to be of a different religion from what was 
generally profeſſed here, he anſwered roundly thus: 

Suppoſing it to be ſo, yet is there no more weight in 
it than in any ef the reſt ; ſor it could not be denied 
that he had a juſt hereditary right to be our King: 
Now juſtice is 4 a divine eternal nature, and cannot 
be diſpenſed with upon any account; to do injuſtice un- 


der pretence of religion, is to obey God's laws by break- 
ing God's laws: We muſt not, ſaid he, do injuſtice ro 
preſerve the beſt church, or the beſt religion in the 
world. 15 

Then he perverted what St. Paul ſays of Charity 
to Fuſtice, and declaimed upon it thus: 


Though 
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Though I ſpeak with the tongues of men and of an- 
gels, and have not juſtice, I am become as ſounding 
braſs, or a tinkitng cymbal. | 

And though I have the gift of prophecy, and under- 
ſtand all myſteries, and all knowledge ; and tho haue 
all faith, ſo that I could remove mountains, and have 
not juſtice, I am nothing. 

And though I beſtow all my goods to feed the poor, 
and though I give my body to be burned, and have not 
juſtice, it proficeth me nothing. 

Juſtice /uffererh long, and is kind; juſtice envie:b 
not; juſtice vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, 

Doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh but her 
own, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil, 

Rejoyceth not in miquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 

Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things, REsTORETH all things, 

The word ReEsToRETH was delivered in as remarka- 
ble a manner as it is printed, leſt (though it was 
none of the apoſtles words) his learned audience 
ſhould not apprehend his meaning ; and therefore he 
thundred it out amongſt them with an emphaſis 
that could not eſcape the ſhalloweſt apprehenſion. 

There was one thing, which I obſerved pleaſed 
them extremely; it wasa melancholy repreſentation 
of the condition of our exiled Monarch: He was, 


| fad the preacher, in a mournful ſtile, obliged to war- 


der about the earth, like a fugitive, from nation to 
nation, and from. one people to another people; nay, his 
royal life was not out of danger, the uſurper having 


| employed ruffians to 7 him, and ſhed his ſacred 


blood": but the hand of providence, aid he, guardeth 
the lives of Kings, and protecteth them from the ma- 
lice of their enemies. 

Mean while, ſaid he, the uſurper ſucceeded proſpe- 
rouſly in all his undertakings : he wvas victorious in his 
wars, and artful in his treaties; the greateſt monar- 
chies courted his ALLIANCES; {this was whilſt the 
qua- 
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quadruple alliance was on foot ;] and the Britiſh na. 
zion, even under uſurpation, <Las not inglorious. 

There were, indeed. ſaid he, ſeveral attemtts made x 
to reſtore the King; but they were either ſo unadviſed. 
ly begun, ſo raſhly executed, and at laſt ſo unſucceſ;- 
fully finiſhed, that they ſerved only to aggrandixe the 
uſurper, and to ſecure him in the unguſt poſſeſſion of i * 
the TuRONE— Juære, what THRONE Cromwel was 
ever in poſſeſſion of ? _ 

Of thoſe brave unfortunate men, who engaged in 
theſe attempts to reſtore the law ful heir, ſome were 
baniſhed, others put to death, and the eftates of both 
confiſcated, which brought great ſums into the uſur- 
per's exchequer: ſome indeed had their lives ſpared, 
either out of policy, or becauſe their eſtates were not 
worth taking from them; but this only verified what 
the Wiſeman ſays, That the mercies of the wicked 
are cruel. 

But it will be remembred, to the laſting honour of 
this univerſity, that during the uſurpation, this vene- 
rable body continued conſtant and true to the royal 
exile, eben whilſt armed forces were within our 
walls. | 

He concluded with an exhortation to his brethren, 
not to deſpair under the os evils, but to wait 
with patience in ſure and certain hope, That HE 
that ſhall come, will come, and that all theſe thing: 
ſhall be brought to paſs. 

This is a faithful account of his diſcourſe upon 

this occaſion, which I leave my readers to conſider 
of till next Saturday; when I will acquaint them 


with the proceedings againſt it. 


We 
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0! Tempora! O ! Morer! Senatus hoc intelligir, Con- 
ſul videt, Hic tamen wvrut ! Cicero, 


— 


SATURDAY, March 11. 1721. 


p) HE ſermon which I have anatomiz'd 
is my laſt paper, cannot puzzle the rea- 
ders any more than it did the auditors of 
it to find out its meaning: it was uni- 
verſally received in one ſenſe, though 
with different emotions. I, who heard it my {elf, 
never ſaw ſuch a variety of countenances as upon this 
occafion ; ſome few ſate with their eyes fixed in amaze 
and indignation upon the reverend preacher; others 
diſcovered a ſort of pain and fear for their cham- 
pion; ſome diſdainfully ſmiled, and ſnewed a ſtrange 
mixture of malice and ſatisfaction; whilſt others 
looked with ſuch traiterous vehemence, as if they 
would have ruſhed upon their /ibe/Pd King, were he 
within their reach, and, like Shepherd, have [mote 
bim to the heart. 

It was applauded for the boldeft, the beſt guarded, 
and moſt excellent ſermon againſt the government, 
that had been preached even at Oxford, ſince the King's 
acceſſion ; all waved their caps to the preacher, as be 
paſſed through them out of the church, in teſtimony 
of their approbation ; his health was the toaſt of the 
night, his abilities the burthen of their conver- 
ation, Seve- 
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Several gentlemen, well affected to the King, and 
his adminiſtration, who were preſent at the delivery 
of it, and took down an abſtract of it in writing, 
waited for ſome time in expectation that the vice. 
chancellor, or ſome of the doctors or governors of 
the univerſity, would take notice of ſo impudent an 
inſult upon the government, whoſe creatures they 
are; but finding that nothing of this nature would 
be done, the reverend Mr. Meadowcourt, Fellow of 
Merton college, waited upon the wice-chancellor, 
and complained of a ſeditious ſermon preach'd by 
Mr. Wh—on upon the day aforeſaid, deſiring that 
his notes might be demanded, and that he might be 
puniſhed according as the Statutes directed. 

To this the vice- chancellor anſwered, that he was 
at church himſelf, and that he did not obſerve any 
thing /e.litionss in the ſermon, nor had any docter or 
Head of a college complained that there was; and 
therefore he bad him particularize any paſſage, in 
which he apprehended the /edition was couch'd, But 
Mr. Meadowcourt reply'd, that he would not charge 
any particular paſſage, becauſe if he did not do it 
exactly in the preacher's words, he might deny it 
to be his doctrine, and eſcape juſticez and therefore 
he charged the tenor of the whole ſermon with ſedli. 
tion, and deſired that his notes might be examined, 
and that then the ſeditious paſſages would appear. 

This complaint and requeſt was the more reaſona- 

le, becauſe, but a few months before the vice- chan- 
cel lor had demanded Mr. Maurice's notes, upon a com- 
paint made againſt a ſermon which he preach'd, that 
it contained ſomething contrary to one of the Arti- 
cles of the church of England, without any particu- 
hr allegation; and he was prohibited to preach with- 
in the precincts of the univerſity upon that account. 

Yet in the preſent caſe, the vice chancellor abfo- 
lutely retuſed to demand the preacher's notes with- 
out a particular charge; though the ſtatute in — 

cale 
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caſe ſays, that if complaint be made againſt any ſer- 
mon to the vice- chancellor upon reaſonable ground of 
ſuſpicion (ab aliquo rationabilem ſuſpicionts eauſam 
afferente) that it contains any thing 4i/agreeable or 
contrary to the doctrine, or diſcipline of the church 
of Ei land. the vice- chancellor ſhall demand an exact 
copy of the ſermon, and call to his aſſiſtance ſix other 
doctors of divinity, (of whom the Regius profeſſor, 
it he heard the ſermon, fha!l be one,) who are to 
conſider whether the complaint is juſt; and if it is, 
to puniſh the offender with prohibition, (to preach 
within the precinits of the univerſity,) or with recan- 
tation: but, ſays the ſtatute, if the ſermon is ſuſpec- 
ted to tend to ſedition, that then the vice: chancellor, 
with only one more doctor of divinity, ſhall puniſh 
the offender by fine, publick recantation, or impriſon- 
ment, 

But the misfortune of the ſtatute is, that if the 
vice-chancellor cannot ſee ſedition in a ſermon, the 
beſt eyes in the world beſides avail nothing; which 
was our particular misfortune in the caſe of our Re- 
ſtoration-preacher, 10 

The vice-chancellor having refuſed to proceed up 
on a general complaint (though, as I obſerved, he dic 
in the caſe of Mr. Maurice) the complainant dre 
up the following charge, and delivered it in writing 
to the vice- chancellor, v iz. 


Charge it upon Mr. Wk—on, that the gene- 
ral ſcope and deſign of his late ſermon was to 
nHJaſperſe and blacken the adminiſtration of his ma- 
« jeſty King Georce, by a partial and wreſted re- 
ce Preſentation of all the actions and circumſtances of 
« the preſent Reign, as parallel to what happened du- 
* ring the uſurpation of CromwELL. I charge him 
« likewiſe with maintaining ſeveral poſitions tend- 
« ing to arraign the juſtice of the late glorious Revo- 
lution, and to ſubvert the foundation on which 

ce it 
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cc it ſtands: I therefore require, that the ſermon be 
immediately called for, and examined by the pro- 
« per judges; and that the offender be puniſh'd in 
« {uch a manner as the ſtatutes direct, 

| Richard Meadowcourt, 


Neither did this charge in writing fatisfy the vice- 
chancellor any more than his verbal one before; nor 
could he be prevail'd upon to proceed againſt tl.c 
preacher, defying the complainant to acquaint the 
Government with his refuſal; bidding Lim, in a 
ſcornful manner, take his courſe. Do you, ſaid he, 
what you think your duty to your King, and I will do 
what I think my duty to the univerſity, 

Upon this repulſe, Mr. Meazowcourt ſent an ab- 
ſtract of the ſermon to one of his majeſty's princi- 
pal * ſecretaries of ſtate, with a letter informing him, 
what meaſures he had taken as the ſtatutes directed, 
and what ill ſucceſs he had met with from the vice- 
chancellor. 

This abſtract was afterwards atteſted by ſeven or 
eight gentlemen of the univerſity, five of whom 
were clergymen, who offered to give their oaths to 
the truth of what they attcſted, and will, I believe, 
Aill do it, ſhould it ever be required. 

The right honourable Gentleman, to whom this 
letter was ſent, thought it an affair of ſuch impor- 
tance, that he laid it before the Lords juſtices of the 
nation (the King being then abroad) who immedi- 
ately diſpatch'd a meſſenger to the vice- chancellor, 
commanding him to proceed according to ſtatute 
againſt the preacher, 

This unexpected command being brought to the 
vice-chancellor, he thought it not adviſeable to refuſe 
any longer to do his duty; and therefore, having mul- 


1 


F The right honourable Fames Craggs, aps? 4 
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ter d together fix other grave doctors of divinity, 
(though, in caſes of ſedition, only one is required by 
ſtatute, as before mention'd,) the preacher was ſent 
for to Golgorha, where they met for this purpoſe, 
and his notes were demanded ; not without ſuſpi- 
cion amongſt ſome perſons, that notice was given 
him over-night to leſe them, or get ſomebody to 
ſteal them away. 

But theſe are only ſuſpicions.— However, Mr, 
preacher appear d, and conſcientiouſly depos'd upon 
oath, that he had loft his notes, in which caſe the 
ſtatute requires, that the perton complain'd of ſhall 
be examin'd upon oath, as to the particulars he is 
charged with, or of which he ſtands ſuſpected. Some- 
thing of this nature was done, and the reſult of it 
ſent back to the Lords juſtices; but in ſo prevarica- 
ting and wunſatisfaftory a manner, that it convinc'd 
them of the factious ſpirit which reign'd at Oxford, 
not amongſt the yourg Lads only (as hath often 
been ſpeciou 922 but even amongſt the 
ſcarlet gowns veteran doctors of the univerſity, 

Upon this contumelious behaviour to the Govern- 
ment, ſomething was thought neceſſary to be done 
for the Reformation of the univerſity, and much talk'd 
of at that time; but it has, I ſuppoſe, been fo long 
poſt-pon'd to other buſineſs, that at laſt they have 
quite forgot 1t. 

At the end of the vear, the wice-chancelloy, in 2 
publick ſpeech, triumph'd over the Government, and 
inſulted Mr. Meadowcourt, calling him delator tur- 
bulentus, qui de peritiſſimo poctices profeſſore, in ora- 
tiene accuratiſſing tyrannidis miſerias depingente, con- 
queſtus eſt; & quum ipſe delatori mebediens fui, ad 
EXTRANEOS Judices provocavit, ſpreta mea authori- 
tate, ſpreto juramento ſuo; A turbulent Informer, 
who complam d of our moſt ingenious profeſſer of Poe- 
try, for diſplaying m a moſt accurate manner the mi- 
ſeries of tyranny; and when I would not obey the in- 

former, 
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former, appeal'd to foreign judges,. m contempt of my 
authority and his own oath. 

Mean while, this is the man, O ye whiggs and 
patrons of liberty! O ye great talkers for King 
Gecnce and the proteſtant ſucceſſion ! this, I fay, is 
the man, who for preaching up perjury, rebellicu, 
and bondage to the youth of the nation, tor abuing 
the King, reviling his government, impeaching his 
right, and comparing him, and his glorious prede- 
eeſſor King William, with the worſt of all tyrants 
and uſurpers, gains eſteem and encouragement, and 
popularity amongſt us ; enjoys at preſent a good 
place, and a good fellowſhip, and lives in daily expec- 
tations, and under daily promiſes of new preferments 
and new honours !--————e Whilſt thoſe few, thoſe 
very few, who, in oppoſition to /piritual wicked- 
neſs, dar'd to aſſert the cauſe of the King, to whom 
they had ſworn, and to oppoſe the perſon, whom 
they had abjured, are left to the fury and vengeance 
of thoſe men, whoſe deſigns in the late doubtful 
criſis they watch'd and defeated : ſome of them have 
loſt their degrees; ſome their fellowſhips ; ſome have 
been expell d, and ſome ruin d; all have ſuffer'd for 
their zeal one way or other, either in their intereſts, 
their bodies, or reputations ; none, that I know of, 
have been rewarded for it, nor even protected in 
their former common rights; but they lye deſpairing 
under dereliction, and the pains of preſent, or the 
terrors of approaching calamities. 
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Audendum eſt, ut illuſtrata veritas pateat multique 
& PERI VRO lierentur. Lact. 
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Wepwnesbay, March 15. 


. adminiſters great comfort to me, un- 
der the fatigues of my academical war- 
J I E fare, that altho' ſome right grave and ſe- 
S fv rious perſons find fault with my manner 
| of writing, none of my facts againſt the 
univerſity have been contradicted by any of my cor- 
reſpondents. What 1 have urged in my third paper 
concerning matriculation is ſo juſt and reaſonable, 
that it has occaſion'd the two following letters; both 
of which will ſerve to explain and ſtrengthen what 
I have ſaid upon that ſubject; to which end I now 
make them publick. 


To the author of TERRXR-FILI Vs. 


SIR, 


? Hough I know it is commonly faid, that 

" whatever is eſtabliſh'd by the authoriry of 

K. « fo learned a body as the univerſily ot ght to be 
| free from the cenſures of any private I” * yet 
10 m. 
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« I humbly conceive, that what you or I ſhall 
« write, cannot juſtly be offentive to them, it they 
ebe really lovers of truth, and not maintainers of a 
faction; becauſe the ſeverer and more rigid adver- 
« faries we ſhall be to their errors, ſo much the 
te better friends are we to them. The errors (to 
*« uſe no worſe a title) which I ſhall mention, are 
the oaths and ſaòſcriptions impos'd on every one 


at his admittance into, and taking a degree in the 


« univerſity. The former of theſe you hinted at 
« {ome time ago; but 1 think it is of ſuch impor- 
« tance, that it ought to be more fully ialiſted on, 
*« Whatever diminiſhes or takes away the reverence 
« or obligation of oaths, does at the fame time diſ- 


* ſolve the ſtrongeſt bonds of human ſociety. Now, 


* ſince an oath is ſo ſolemn a thing, I think it is a- 
« greed on that it ought to be reſerv'd for great 
« and werghty occaſions. Whether this rule be ob- 
« ſerv'd in the univerſity of OxForD, will beſt ap- 
« pear from their practice. If any one that is ſix- 
« teen years of age comes to the univerſity, he is 
* oblig'd by ſtatute, before he can be admitted, ſo- 
* lemnly to {wear that he will obſerve all the ſta- 
** tutes and cuſtoms of the univerſity, though he 
has never ſeen nor knows any thing of one ot 
« them; or, as Hudibras expreſſes it, 


By ſtatute he's oblig'd to vow 
To do he knows not what, nor how. 


for 'till after he has ſworn this, he has no ſtatute- 
« book given him. I am not willing to make any 
« reflections of my own upon this practice, and 
« ſhall therefore only tell you what Arch-biſhop 
« Tillotſon ſays when he is numbering up the dit- 
« ferent kinds of Pzrjury *. In like manner, ſays 


— 


"I 


4 Vid. his Works, Vol. I. pag. 148. Fol, R 
« he, 
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« he, he is guilty of perjury, who promiſeth up- 
on oath, what he is not morally, and reaſonably 
certain he is likely to perform. Now, whe- 


| © ther or no a man may be faid to be morally and 


" reaſonably certain that he ſhall perform things 
which he knows nothing of, I ſhall leave to the con- 
ſideration of thofe who ſend their ſons thither. 


However, to ſhew the likelihood of any one's ob- 


0 ”"—_ theſe ſtatutes, I ſhall only mention one, by 


every ſtudent is obliged not to p'ay at bowls, 


not to go a deer or hare-hunting, nor to go to any 
* tavern, inn, ale-houſe, or tobacco-ſhop, without the 


leave of the vice-chancellor. 


gut this is not the worſt neither; for if any 
one be but twelve years old (O! rem ridiculam 
cato & jocoſam !) he is ob.iged to ſubſcribe to the 
« thirty-nine arricles. many of which numerous col- 


* leftion, as biſhop Burnet fays, relate to ” ro and 


* abſtruſe points. in which it is not eaſy 


for the 


" clergy themſelves to form a clear judgment; ſuch 
* 2s original ſan, free-will, juſtification, predeſtination, 


KC. 


* But what may we not expect from ſuch for. 
ward youths as theſe are? They will certainly in 
time exceed OL1veR's porter (who us'd to deter- 
mine every day de omni ſcibiu, & de quolibet ente) 
* ſince they can ſo ſoon and eaſily determine ſuch 


matters as theſe are. 


However, leſt they ſhould 


grow too vain of their abilities, I ſhall recom- 
mend to them ſome reflections of the ingenious 
Mr Locke, in his Eſſay of Human Underſtanding : 
* Theſe perſons, fays he, however they may ſeem high 
and great to themſelves, are confin'd to narrowneſs 
* of thought, in that which ſhould be the freeſt part 
* of man, their underſtandings: for this muſt needs 
be their caſe, when they live in places where care 
i taken to propagate truth without knowledge ? 


« mere 
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« where men are forced, at a venture, to be of the reli. 


gion of their country, and muſt therefore ſwallom down 
e opinions, As ſilly people do empericks pills, without 
« knowing <that they are made of; or like the common 
« ſoldiers of an army, they muſt ſhew their warmtb 
c and courage, as their header; direct, without ever 
** examining, or ſo much as kncwving the cau'e they 
te contend for. Hudibras expreſſes partly the fame 
« thought thus: 


They muſt ſubſcribe, unſight, unſeen, 
To an unknown church-diſciplie; 
And what's this elſe, but before hand 
T engage, and after underſtand, 

1t is, indeed, the ſelf ſame caſe 

With theirs that ſwore “ & cxtera's. 


* 1 ſhall to this practice too beg leave to app'y 


« again the words of the fore-nam'd Arch-biſhop, in 


** the famepage: When a man, ſays he, is uncertain 
« whecher what he ſwears to, be true, this likewiſe is 
„ perjury; for men ought to be certain of what they 
*« aſſert upon oath, and not ſwear at aventure. Now, 
« to ſay that theſe gentlemen of twelve years old, 
« {wear and ſubſcribe to theſe difficult nl abſtru'e 
« points, otherwiſe than at a venture, is what I 
think the ſcarlet of theſe learned impoſers them- 
« ſelves would even bluſh at. Nay, the very ſta- 
« tutes themſelvesſeem to me to ſuppoſe them igno- 
« rant of theſe articles when they ſubſcribe to them, 
« ſince tis the chief end of their tutors, ut inſti- 
< tuant eos im rudimentis religionis, & doctrinæ arti- 
e culis, in ſynodo Lond. anno 1562. editis. That they 
* may initiate and inſtruct (not confirm) them in the 
i rudiments of religion and articles of faith, ſet forth 
« by the ſynod of London, 1562. 


« I know 


JW 
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« ] know *tis commonly urg'd by theſe youths, 
jn defence of their ſwearing thus, that conſide- 
« ring their age, they may ſay with the poet, Lin- 
gu jura vi, mentem injuratam gero. 1 ſhall re- 
« ply to them in the words of the univerſity itſelf, 
in her own explication of this oath: Si quis in 
« nudo cortice verborum ſiſtit, & ad jurandum 
„ ARK non obligandi ſeipſum, non ideo & 


perjurii crimine excuſatum repudere ſe debet. If 


« any one inſiſts upon the bare words of an oath, and 
« ſwears without intending to lay his mind under 


« obligation, he muſt not therefore think himſelf W> 


« cuſed from the guilt of Pexjury. If any one 
« thinks I have been too ſevere, in ſhewing that 
« the univerſity (the deſign of which is to inſtruct 
men in virtue and morality) does almoſt una- 
« voidably ſubject all its — to double Prx- 
« Jury (if Arch - biſnop Tillotſon has rightly defin'd 
« what per jury conſiſts in,) I ſhall only reply, 
amica univerſitas, ſed magis amica VERITAS. 

If you think fit to communicate what I have 
* now fent you, you may ex farther trouble, 
« with ſome reflections on the method of taking 
" degrees, from, Six, 


Your, &c. 
1 R 


„P. S. You mention in one of your papers, that 
the V r of OxForD, has forbid nf the cot- 
* fee-houſes there, to take in poor Terry, under 
the penalty of being diſcommon d: pleaſe to re- 
* commend to him, or his friends, the following 
* ſentence of biſhop Taylor, a late member of that 

F * uniyer- 
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-< univerſity: Forbidding the publication of books in 
which there is nothing impious, ſay he, implies 
« either that wwe diſtruſt our cauſe, or diſtruſt our 
e ſelves and our abilities: and it is but an illiterate 
&« policy to think that ſuch indirect and uningenuous 
& proceedings can, among ſt wiſe and free men, dif- 
* grace the author, and diſrepute his writings: on 
* the contrary, ſays he, "twill be found that the 
© price will be trebled of a condemn'd or a forbid- 


« den book.” 


Sin, 


« FF Hough I have been your conſtant reader. 
* and, by fatal experience, am convinc'd of 
« © thetruthof what is alledg d againſt the uni 


« verſity of Oxroxo; yet my own private buſineſs 
has hit herto prevented my being your correſpondent; 
* and.I have, fore againſt my will, been obliged to 
« defer a happineſs which I have long promis'd 
« my ſelf. 

In your third paper you have treated of the 
ce oaths which are impos'd on young ſtudents; but 
te there is one inſtance ot the knavery of ſome of 
c the great men of the univerſity, which certainly 
* muſt have eſcap'd your knowledge, or doubtlels 
« you Would have thought it too. flagrant to have 
been omitted, | 

« When I was matriculated I was about fſeven- 
« teen vears of age, and conſequently entitled to 
* take all the oaths; accord.ngly 1 ſubſcrib d the 
« thirty-nine articles of religion. (though, by the 
« bye, I did not know that I bad done it till near ſix 
« months afterwards) and the then V—Ch-—-r 
* n, coming out of the convocation- 
« hoe, I took the oo of ſupremacy, and of 


t obſerving the flatues, f rivileges, &c. of the uni- 
& yerlity. 
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* « verlity. After which the doctor ſignd my ma- 
1 1 triculation paper, teſtifying that I had alſo taken 
* „the oath of allegiance, though not one word ot 
1 4 it; a his majeſty King GEORGE, was then men- 4 
10 « tion'd, . 5 
0 Should you, upon the publiſhing this letter, be | 
1 « reproach'd as an inventor of falſhoods, and the 
* « thing be objected againſt, as what was never 
. « practisd in the univerſity, be but ſo kind as to 


acquaint the world with it, and I'll then openly 
aſſert what I now only give you a private inti- 
„ mation of. 

If this hint can any ways be ſerviceable to you, 
you are welcome to it, and may promiſe your 


r. elf the future correſpondence ot, 

ff 

i- 

{s Sir, 

t; 

o | 

F Your humble ſerx aut, 

ne : 

- PHILALETHES. 

ff 

ly 

ls From the firſt of theſe, I think, it appears, that 

ve according to the notions of three of the greateſt 
men that our country ever bred, Arch-biſhop Tillot- A 

n. ſon, biſhop Burnet, and Mr. Locke, the directors of | 

to the univerſities (tor ſerjeant Miller has prov'd the | 

he lame of Cambridge) cannot evade the charge of 5 

he impoſing PER) URV upon all their members, and of * 

2 initiating he of our youth, who are to be the . 

r ardians and ornament of the commonwealth, in 3 

n- the implicit guilt of that worſt of crimes, 1 need f 

of not add, what every reader will naturally deduce in 

ui his own mind, that, if this Heniaus charge be a trus 


v. FB: charge, 
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charge, it is no wonder that there is ſo much fraud. 
corruption, breach of truſt, and contempt of oaths as is 
at preſent, and has been of late years, too viſibly 
common amongſt us; for when once this great bar- 
rier is broken through (and what can tend more to 
it, than ſuch practices in the publick ſchools of the na- 
tion?) human ſociety has nothing to maintain itſelf, but 
armed force, and the authority of arbitrary legions. T 
The laſt of theſe letters J publiſh becauſe it men- 
tions two particulars, which I took notice of in my 


remarks upon matriculat ion, viz. any 
1. That many, I might ſay, that moſt gentlemen | 
are not appriz/d, at the time when they ſubſcribe the 4 


#hirty-nine articles, that they do ſubſcribe them; of 
which I have had ſeveral perſonal inſtances amongſt 
my acquaintance. And, | 

2 That the oath of allegiance to King Georcs 
is often evaded; or was, at leaſt, often evaded five 
or ſix years ago. | 

I confeſs an mous letter is not a ſufficient 
youcher of the truth of any fact, and therefore I do 
not urge the laſt of theſe letters as ſuch ; let 
reader — or disbelieve it, as he thinks fit. All 
that I can aſſure him is, that it is a genuine letter, 
and came to my hands 7 as I publiſh it. But the 
frſs, which conſiſts of argument upon the known 
practice of the univerſity, is not liable to the ſame 
objection. E . ho} 12206 $427 
l will eloſe my obſervations upon this ſubject, in 
{ me future paper, with giving the reader a brevi- - 
ary of our univerſity ſtatutes ; from which he will 
better judge how conſiſtently they ſwear to them all. 
and how conſcientiouſly they obſerve them. He will 
ſee whether, in a word, Perjury is nat the neceſ+ 
ſary, unavoidable conſequence of matriculstion ; or 
{to change a cant term into plain Engliſh) whether 
every ſtudent does not ſack it in with his Motrer's 
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' Adprime in vita eſſe utile, ut nequid nimis . 
Ter. And. 
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SATURDAY, March 18. 


II, is an opinio ly preſum'd 
N pinion generally pr 
5 and admitted 1 — that In- 
ö tereſt governs the world; which, 
| however, is not ſo very plain to 
me, but that it may be worth 
2 an idle fellow's while to examine, 
it. it be fo true as we are told. There are cer- 
tainly other ſprings of human actions, which 
have a great ſhare in the affairs of the world. The 
deſire of fame is the ſecret cauſe of all heroic and 
arduous enterprizes, and is reckoned a ſufficient equi - 
valent for the loſs of quiet, and moſt other articles 
of à happy life; to this fatal principle are conſtantly 
icrific'd the choiceſt ſpirits, the flower and orna- 
ment of every age, millions of ſoldiers, and authors. 
Reaſon is of prevailing authority with ſome few, 
and in fo much reputation as to be claim'd by all. 
The unhappy ſociety of beaux = in More-fields 
have not yet been —_ to diiclai 
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of this as their governing principle. I was lately 
ask'd by a near 1clation of mine, who has been 2 
tenant there ſome time, if, in my conſcience, 1 
thought he and his brotherhood ought not to be 
truſted with their liberty, as well as the tribe of ax- 
nuitants, ſubſcribers, &c. J own, I was going to 
grant him his point, when he run on ſo oddly, 
againſt the conduct of the adminiſtration, in ſome 
late particulars, that prov'd to me the poor man 
muſt needs be very mad; I ſhook my head in to 
ken of my co mpaſſion and ſuperior reaſon, and ſo 
left kim, 

It muſt not be forgot, that there are ſome (bu: 
a very few) who are under the direction of an odd 
principle enough; they call it their conſcience: I be 
lieve the term 1s unintelligible and obſolete, except 
to a few of my diſciples within the liberties, with 
whom ] ſhall at preſent leave it; only adding, that 
this principle (however aukward and fantaſtic they 
may think it) would have a very good effect in a 
dignify'd clergyman, or the Read of a college. And 
I muſt do a certain Bench the juſtice to fay, that J 
know above ore or two of that reverend body, who 
are ſlaves to this principle at this very day. I ſpeak 
what [ think the truth, and I dor't care whether any 
body believes me or not, | 

But from my own little obſervation J have been 
apt to think, that mankind is moſt N under 
the power of another principle, which is of inſinite 
variety, and partakes frequently of ſome one or other 
of the foregoing principles, and yet is in many re. 
ſpects different from any of them; 'tis what I ſhall 


at preſent diſtinguiſh by the name of Humour, or 


that particular bent of mind, that obſtinate turn oi 
fondneſs and inclination, which almoſt every one 
feels, ſome time or other, for ſome favourite trifle, 
{ome good that exiſts chiefly in the fancy, and is ot. 


ten inconſiſtent either with intereſt, reputation, rea- 
| ſon, 
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ſon, or virtue, or all of theſe, The gratification of 
this humour, whatever it be, is generally what we 
mean by the word Pleaſure; ns yet we are ſo hear- 
tily friends, and at peace with our dear whimſies, 
that we make ſhift. to call our humour by a better 
name, and endeavour to juſtify it (at leaſt) to our 
ſelves, by diſzuiſing it under ſome of the more ſpe- 
cious titles 3bove-mention'd. 

Twou'd be endleſs, as well as impertinent, to en- 
ter into a detail or diviſion of the variety of humour. 
The reader will eaſily recolle& his own pleaſures, 
and thoſe of his acquaintance, and by what falſe lo- 
gick, what pleaſant ſophiſtries every one juſtifies his 
particular inclination, 

For my own part, I am afraid I muſt conſider 
myſelt (amongſt multitudes of other people in the 
beginning of life) as under the conduct of humour 
rather than any thing elſe; for I believe I ſha'l never 
be thought to have made a proper court to my in- 
tereſt, by entring into a raſh unadviſed war with the 
fruitful and powerful provinces of ignorance and 
idleneſs, perjury and profaneneſs. Could I have kept 
my countenance, or not loſt my temper, at the ſo- 
lemn ſtalking gravity, which, with an air of impor- 
tance and pious contemplation, cover'd the deficien- 
cies of ſenſe and honeſty, TERRÆ - FiLius might now 
have lived in ſure —4 certain hopes of being one 
day a fellow of a college, and in the receipt ot twenty 
pounds a year; but ſince it was not my humour, I 
muſt endeavour to repair the loſs of that comfort- 
able expectation, by perſuading my reader that I am 
a confeſſor for the unprofitable intereſts of truth and 
liberty, and publick good; a character ſomewhat an- 
tique and ridiculous enough. 

Tis, however, a pleaſure which I wou'd not ex- 
change for any other, to think, that the world is 
crouded with people as wrong-headed as myſelf, 
and ſuch too, as dare to perſevere in their errors, 
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with great ſpirit and reſolution. Next to the fatif 
faction one finds in believing himſelf ſincerely in the 
right, the greateſt is, to diſfover we are in the mou 
in good company; and I believe I am not the firſt, 
who, after having more than barely ſuſpected himſelf 
to be wrong, has found friends enough in the fame 
condition to vote him in the right. 

None know fo well as the unhappy the true va- 
lue of company in misfortune: the moſt forlorn 
wretch in the world is he that is executed alone. 
Nothing in the perſonal character of criminals endears 
them ſo much to one another, as the likeneſs of their 
crimes, And I have been told that the celebrated Mil- 
ron never entered into converſation about Homer's 
character and writings, but diſcover'd (unknown to 
bim ſelf perhaps) that the blindneſs of thoſe great men 
bad an unaccountable ſhare in the eſteem and honour 
which the Engliſhman paid to the memory of the 
Greok, | 

For my own part, I don't well know how to 


reſent or condemn the miſtakes of othersas I ought, 


Whoever has abandor'd his intereſt, and conſulted on- 
ly his humour, has retain'd me to his ſide, and is a 
juſtification of my own conduct. For this reaſon I 


am quieter than other people under all adrniniſtra- 


tions; and foreſee, that I am likely to paſs my time, 
as well pleasd as moſt af his majeſty's ſubjects are: 
but next to the conſolation I receive from the pre- 


ſent couduct of affairs, I find by hiſtorians, that 


Humour, with the advantages of power and obſti- 
nacy, has had as great a ſhare in the events of for- 


mer times, as at preſent : this mult needs make the 
Engliſh hiſtory to me the moſt entertaining book in 


the world, 
There I meet with kings, who have judg'd fo ill, 


as to believe they had an intereſt apart from that of 
their people; and that it was worth their while to 


ſopporta favouriteagainſtthe united criesof their fu) 
g | jects 


N*. XVIII. Terræ. Filius. 105 


jects for juſtice. To maintain this trifling humour, be it 


remembred, that Crowns have been often hazarded, 
ne, er ning nn 

paid to ſuch kings, while living, poſteri 
not remember them Sher as great princes, o nl 


men. 
When I read of a miniſter, (whether of a rapa- 


cious, or a negligent, unknowing humour) who 
unreaſonably preſum'd upon his prince's favour, 
which, in the progreſs of the hiſtory, appears to be 
too weak, or too fickle to tet him; methinks 
I attend the noble Lord to his ſcaffold with as much 
ſwelling ſatisfaction as the injur'd Commons who 
impeach'd him. 

There have been parliaments too, or parties in 
them, who for meer gratification of the popular 
humour, have inveterately puſh'd the ruin of a fa- 
vourite, (meerly becauſe he was ſo, and without 
hopes of a better to ſucceed him) as far as an abſo- 
lute rupture with the prince, and the miſeries of a 
civil war. Caprice and humour have been fatal in 
the ſubject as well as the crown, and have, from 
both, dictated ſuch violences in politicks, as have 
often overthrown the proſperity of this nation, and 
entaild perpetual misfortune upon it. 

I repel the Inclination of retailing ſome of my 
hiſtorical literature to my readers, which would be 
matter of great ſitisfaction to my ſelf, however it 
might fare with them. But the profeſſion of the 
ql hath lately dealr fo much in this fort of ware, 
that I ſhall for once conquer my humour, and 
conclude, that if reaſon be the beſt gift from 
heaven to man, *tis baſe and ungratefu] for him 
to reſign himſelf to any other conduct. Reaſon 
is the teſt of humour; and that humour which is 
unreaſonable, ought to be ſcandalous. He that jg 
guided by reaſon, however imperfect, will paſs a 
life happy» uſeful, __ 3, but the humouriſt 

— as | is 
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is a contempible, uncertain creature, open to much 
vexation himſelf, and is of conſequence to others 
only by chance, 
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WEDNESDAY, March 21. 


WIR Y buſineſs has hitherto been whol!y 
NE with the male delinquents in our 
univerſities; but I am advisd by a 
friend, that I ſhould not, it I deſign 
a general reformation of manners, 
Z neglect the other part of the ſpecies. 
I remember an old gentleman has often told me, 
that he could gueſs at the character of a man, 
and the figure he made in the world, by obſerving 
that of his miſireſs There is ſo much truth in 
this, that women are the cauſe of more than halt 
the good or ill actions of a man's beſt days: they 
are our very looking-glaſſes ; we dreſs our ſelves at 
them; and many times, like Narciſſus, unfortunately 
fall in love with our ſelves from the figure we make 
at this deceitful light. If a man's miſtreſs is kind, 
it is to be ſeen in kim in every trifling action of the 
day; if cruel, no pleaſure has its right taſte to h m 
an 


cor 
con 
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and of fo ill conſequence are both theſe extreams to 
a young man, who ſhould be minding his improve- 
ment, that the one makes him much too volatile ta 
apply himſelf, the other too ſtupid and ſplenatic to 
take any delight in his buſineſs or ſtudies. 

I knew a promiling Lad, who came to the uni- 
verſity, after having been 1 thro* one of our 
beſt ſchools, as a diligent and ingenious ſcholar : he 
was the very favourite of his maſter, and I have 
heard him fondly commend his firſt ſteps in the 
world of learning: I knew him for ſome time, after 
he came among us, maintain the ſame character; he 
kept his chamber, and employ'd himſelf whilſt he 
was in it: the misfortune that attended him was, indeed, 
that the poor young fellow did not dreſs ſmart; nay, 
often was really dirty: by degrees he got acquainted in 
the univerſity with ſome of thoſe who call them- 
ſelves the beaux eſprits of the place; of theſe he 
ſought the converſation, firſt out of curioſity and 
hopes of improvement, till inſenſibly he forgot that 
motive which had brought him among them. He 
faw, though he could not agree they had a vaſt 
deal of learning, that they had very good linen; not 
abundance of wit, indeed, but very rich hace, red 
ſtockings, filver-button'd coats, and other things, 
which conſtitute a man of taſte in Oxford, All this, 
I fay, he ſaw; and as they are moſt of them good- 
natur'd tellows, was not offended at their dreſs, be- 


cauſe he lik'd the men, And tho” it was a great 


while before he began to copy after them, yet no- 
thing is more certain, than that imitation follows 


approbation, They were continually cr ing Dick, © 


prithee let's burn this damm d brown Wig of thine ;, get 


thee a little more linen. To this the poor youth 


had little to ſay; he perceiv'd the practice was en- 
tirely againſt him, but did nut well know how to 
come up to it. He was a lad of goud ſenſe, and 
conſider d this alteration of himſelf would make him 
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be taken too much notice of, and, it may be, his 
new dreſs might ſet fo aukward, that he would be 
come the jeſt of his acquaintance. This was a re- 
markable obſtacle; but the archeſt of the wags found 
a way to overcome it: ſays he, to the reſt of his 
companions, If Dick is by this means afraid of diſ- 
pleaſing any body in this affair, it follows, that to 
countervail this inconvenience, we muſt find out 
ſomebody for him to picaſe. Immediately the hint 
was taken: G—d, Dick, ſays one, did you never ſee 
miſs Flavia, one of our top toaſts? No, quoth he, 
unleſs at her window, Well, faith, ſays he, to be 
2 ſhe likes you, I my ſelf heard her ſay in pub- 
ick company, © I have been ſhew'd Mr. Such-a-one 
« ſeveral times; every body ſays, he's a man of fire; 
« it is a thouſand pities he's ſuch a ſloven.“ This 
bait was ſo palpably laid, it could not fail of ſuc- 
ceeding. He was wavering in his own opinion be- 
fore; but women (at once ſo great is their power 
to do good or harm) in an inſtant turn'd the | ſcale. 
My gentleman very modeſtly (tho' wiſhing not to 
be undeceiv'd) cry'd, I am ſure you jeſt: a flight 
allegation of the contrary clear d up this ſcruple ; 
and immediately he cry'd, did you ever talk with 
her? Has ſhe wit? ſo long his reaſon held him. But 
when er 1 - ſhe has the _— neck, — 
ofteſt hand, the moſt charming eyes, the poor yout 
1 M and fmil'd, — bluſh'd, — put himfelf into 
the variety of poſtures that this new idea could 
dictate. To be ſhort, no ſupper could he eat that 
night; home he went, walk'd about his chamber, 
talk d aloud to himſelf; at laſt, threw his wig 
in the fire, and, like a man of reſolution, cry'd, By 
g—4, I'll go ſee her to morrow. I 25 
Thus was the fatal blow ſtruck. See, ye fair 
ones, what miſchiefs ye might do unknowing, 
when your charms are only talk'd of in your a 
ſence! How much greater then muſt be your in- 
| fluence, 
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fluence, when you arm your ſelves in all the pride 
of beauty for a conqueſt? The unhappy youth, I am 
here ſpeaking of, held hisreſolution of being convinc d 
of what he pleas d himſelf fo much in the thoughts 
of: next day his mercer was ſent to (all his friends 
of eclar in the univerſity fatally aſſiſting him to pro- 
mote his credit, which, while he was Ris own con 
dacter, he never had ſtrain d); he fear'd the tradeſ- 
men would think him craz d by this ſudden change; 


ſo; to palliate this, it was buzz'd about, that our 


ſmart elect had an eſtate fallen to him from a diſtant 
relation, and that as ſoon as he was of age, mone 

would be very plenty with him, There ſcarce need- 
ed this to make Mr.— ready to furniſh him with 
all materials to equip him; the ſempſtreſs, milli- 
ner, all courted his cuſtom; ſo kind, ſo good na- 
tured are theſe ſurt of people in Oxford, that they 
never refuſe to ruin any young gentleman which way 


he n 

hold him then equipt; his truſty friends, ſince 
they could not have an opportunity of making the 
fair female acquainted with the affair privately, 
were the firſt to declare among the mixt Aſſem- 
blies about the town, that Dick was ſmitten, and 
they were ſure, dreſt at Miſs ——. The Girl was 
not diſpleaſed to be the object of his flame; the 
rather, — this wonder, wrought naturally as 


they thought, bore the face of a miracle. This was 
turning a bull into a Fpiter, and ſhe thought that 
a much genteeler metamorphoſis, than the God in- 
to a beaſt. The induſtry of his brother /marts 


brought them together; each was pleas'd they 
knew not why, unleſs, becauſe they thought the 
other was ſo. As ſoon as this interview was over, 
they counted to themſelves every look that had paſt, 


and fatisfied themſelves with a reciprocal paſſion, 
which they fancied they had inſpired each other 


with. So far innocence il]- conducted is capable of 
erring. 
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erring. From this happy day Dick's books become 
of little other ute, but to lay his bands and ruffles 
on; adieu to all thoughts of advancement in learn- 
ing, he had zobler views. 

Yet io unfortunate was he by what he retain'd 
of his former reading, the foil heid ſo much of 
what had been already ſown, that when it be- 
came no longer cultivatcd, it now and then put 
forth a blade amongſt the weeds, which a little 
reſembled that of the true ſeed, but had none of 
its int inſick worth, His brain, which could not 
all on a ſudden become barren, now and then pro- 
duced a ſonnet, a letter to Corinna, which dwindled 
by degrees from bad to worle, till at laſt he could 
not find any thing better than an epithet to toaſt 
his miſtreſs. 

In this unhappy ſtate he languiſnes at preſent; the 
girl is fond ot his addreſſes and the publick notice 
that is taken of her by this poor lover; the only 

00d luck that attends this pair 1s, that neither of them 
— {fince the amour commenc'd) had uſe enough 
of thought to conſider of the danger, nor fpirit 
enough to ſpur them to the pleaſure of a more ſtrict 
union. 

Now ] have told this tale, I would not have any 
of my readers think I deſign to bear hard upon that 
ſex, which is the perfection of the ſpecies; for the 
bad ones, cenſure is of no force with them, nor 
would I remember there are ſuch in the world, but 
as a foil to the good. I would only warn the beſt 
of them from being influenc'd by the thoughts of 
pleaſing and being agrerable to a perſon in the ſtate 
of the gentleman J have been talking of; on whom 
they can have no deſign, which prudence warrants, 
or which wiſdom can 2pprove. Let them aim 
their dar 5 on a more proper part of mankind, and 
always ſet a greater value on their power, than to 
Exerciſe it on poor boys. . 
| ves 


N XIX. Terræ. Filius. 111 


felves no good; and if they urge that they do it in 
ſport, the anſwer of the frogs is not in this pace ill 
applied, Ladies! It may be play to you, but tis death 
to them, 


TERR/A-FILIUS. No XX. 


Quid dignum tanto feret hic promiſſor hiatu? 
Hor. 


_— 
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SATURDAY, March 24. 


ET HERE is not (faid a ſhrewd wap) a 

more uncommon thing in the world than 
common ſenſe; and I will add to the pa- 
rodox, by adding, that this uncommon 

thing, called common ſenſe, is no where 
more uncommon, than (where it ought to be 
moſt common) in our nurſeries of literature and 
religion. 

By common ſenſe we uſually and juſtly underſtand 
the faculty to diſcern one thing from another, and 
the ordinary ability to keep our ſelves from being 
impoſed upon by groſs contradictions, palpable in- 
conſiſtencies, and unmask d impoſture. By a man 
of common ſenſe we mean one who knows, as we 
lay, white — black, and chalk from cheeſe; that 
two and two make four; and that a mountain is big- 
ger than a mole-hill; in ſhort, when we ſay a man 
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has common ſenſe, we only ſay, that he is not a fool. 


which (as uncourtly as it may found) is a very great 


character; a character, which moſt men i pre- 
tend to, but what very few deſerve: for though 
common ſenſe, as before defined, is what the moſt 
vulgar and unlearned think themſelves poſſeſs'd of; 
yet is it in the moſt learned often wanting: we 
are all born without it, and moſt of us educated in 
defiance of it; ſuch obſtacles and prejudices lie in its 
way, that it is attained (if at all) with great ſtrug- 
le, pain, and anxiety; and when attained, (a me- 
— conſideration!) it comes accompanied with 
infamy and contempt. | 

It would, no doubt, be thought a very unman- 
nerly and ungentleman-like thing in me, ſhould I call 
the whole univerſity of Oxford a neſt of fools, or ſay 
that they are not endued with common ſenſe; and I 
thank heaven I am better bred than to ſay any thing 
that may ſeem ſhocking; though, by the bye, a 
much better writer, and a finer Gentleman than I 
pretend to be, called all che world ſo; but he was an 
heathen, you will fay ; and, God forbid, that chriſtians 
ſhould know no better than heathens ! 

I defire, however, that my good breeding may not 
be interpreted as an evidence of their wiſdom ; fince 
it cannot be eſteemed any more a f of that, than 
it is of the chaſtity of certain ladies reſiding at Bil- 
lingſgate, or of the integrity of certain gentlemen, 
who uſed to meet in Broadſtreet, that I do not, 
out of the niceneſs of my nature, call them a parcel 
of Wh—es and R—es. 

It is natural for us to rail at what we do not 
poſſeſs: a man out of place thinks it impoſſible for 
any, one in place to be an honeſt man; an ugly old 
hag- hates a pretty young woman; and a broken game- 
ſter has a mortal averſion to a rich miſer, In like 
manner, when I hear the addled ſculls and grey 


beards of Golgotha inveighing againſt carnal * 


9 


Ne XX. Terræ-Filius. 113 
and common ſenſe, I cannot help ſhrewdly ſuſpecting, 
that they 7 Fan of thoſe things which they 
are 1 bitter againſt. . | 

At. leaſt, whatever portion of common ſenſe they 
enjoy themſelves, they take eſpecial care to keep it 
from thoſe under their tuition, having innumerable 
large volumes by them, written on purpoſe to ob- 
{cure the underſtanding of their pupils, and to obli- 
terate or confound all thoſe impreſſions of right and 
wrong which they bring with them to the univer- 
135 their ſeveral ſyſtems of logick. metaphy ſicks, 
ethicks, and divinity are calculated for this deſign, 
being fill'd up with inconſiſtent notions, dark cloudy 
terms, and unintelligible definitions, which tend not 
to inſtru, but to perplex ; to put out the light of 
reaſon, not to aſſiſt or ſtrengthen it; and to palliate 
falſhood, not to diſcover truth. 

By the heip of theſe cant words, and this learned 
gibberiſh, Popery maintain'd it ſelf and its ſuperſti- 
tions for many ceuturies in England; ſomething v 
like popery, . tho? call'd by another name, does til] 
maintain it ſelf amongſt us, and the whole buſineſs 
of our Education ſeems to be to defend thoſe abſur- 
dities and impoſitions which we have, long ago, re- 
nounced”; for there is nothing fo inconfilent with 
common ſenſe, but they can prove it to be true; 
nor any thing fo demonſtrably true, but what, by 
this /llogiſtieal hocus pocus, they can prove to be 
Fr a 7: ſonable diſtinction is always ready at hand 
to aſſiſt them at a pinch; and, if they have occa- 
hon to retract what they have before allowed, a pret- 
ty well-wrought ſub- alſtinction will prepare the way 
for them. j * 

This art of chopping logick (as it is moſt proper 
called) is the gal 1 in the world; for it — 
neither natural parts, nor acquir'd learning, to make 
any one a compleat maſter of it; a 


1s the only one thing neceſſary to arrive af 
ö on 
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fection in it; and even that may upon occaſion be 
diſpenſed with; as by the following account of the 
method of their diſputations at Oxford will ap. 


The perſon; of this argumentative drama arc three, 
viz. the Opponent, the Reſpondent, and the Mode- 
rator. 

The Opponent is the perſon who always begins 
the attack, and is jure of loſing the day, being alwa; s 
(as they call it) on the wrong fide of the queſtion; 
tho oftentimes, that ſide is palpably the 1ight ſide, 
according to our modern philoſophy and diſcove- 
ries. 

The Reſpondent ſits over- againſt the opponent, and 
is prepar'd to deny whatever he affirms, and always 
comes off with flying colours; which muſt needs 
make him enter the liſts with great fortitude and in- 
trepidity, 

The Moderator is the hero, or principal character 
of the drama, and is not much unlike the goddefs 
Victoria, as deſcrib'd by the poets, hovering between 
two armies in an engagement, and with an arbi- 
trary nod, deciding the fate of the field. There is 
this difference, indeed, between the military comba- 
tants and our ſchool combatants, that the latter know 
the iſſue of their conflict before they begin, which 
the former do not, 

This Moderator ſtruts about between the two 
wordy champions, during the time of action, to ſee 
that they do not wander from the queſtion in de- 
bate; and when he perceives them deviating from 
it, to cut them ſhort, and put them into the right 
road again ; for which purpoſe he is provided with 
a great quantity of ſubile terms and phraſes of art, 
ſuch as, quoad hoc, & quoad illud, formaliter & 
materialiter, predicamentaliter & tranſcendaliter, 
act ualiter & potentialiter, diredte & per ſe, reaudive 
& per accidens, entitatiye & quidditative, 38 

whic 
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which F would explain to my Engliſh reader with 
all my heart, if I could. 

Having deſcrib'd the ptrſons of this et hico- lagico- 
phyſeco- metaphyſico-theological drama, I will now give 
ſome account of the drama it ſelf, or rather of the 
method of conducting it. 

Academical diſputations are two-fold, ordinary and 

extraordinary: ordinary diſputations are thoſe which 
are range perform'd in colleges every day, or 
twice or thrice a week (according to different 
cuſtoms or ſtatutes) in term-time; extraordinary 
2 I call thoſe which are per formꝭd in the 
publick ſchools of the univerſity, as requiſite qualt- 
fications for degree; : the method of both is the 
lame, and equally arduous is the performance. But 
I will confine my account to the prblick diſputa- 
x7 way becauſe more ſolemn a..d important than the 
otner, 
When any perſon is to come up in the ſchoo!s to 
diſpute (pro forma) for his degree, he is obiged by 
ſtatute to fix a paper upon both the gates of the 
ſchools, before eight a clock in the morning, ſigni- 
fying that he is to diſpute in the afternoon upon 
ſuch a queſtion (which is to be approved of by the 
maſter of the ſchools) with his own rame, and the 
name of the college or hall to which he belongs. 

All ſtudents in the univerſity, who are above one 
year's ſtanding, and have not taken their Bazche.cr 
(of arts) degree, ate required by a ſtature to be pre- 
ſent at this awful ſolemnity, which is delign'd for a 
publick proof of the progreſs he has made in the 
art of reaſoning; tho, in fact it is no more than a 
formal repetition of a ſet of ſyllogiſms upon tome 
ridiculous queſtion in logick, which they gei by rote, 
or, perhaps, only read out of their caps, which lie 
before them with their notes in them. 

Theſe commodious ſets of {yllogiſms are called 
STRINGS, and deſcend from undergraduate to ander- 

Craduate, 
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graduate, in a regular ſucceſſion ſo that, when any 
candidate for a degree, is to exerciſe his talent in 
argumentation. he has nothing elie to do, but to en- 
quire amongſt his friends for a ſtring upon ſuch or 
ſuch a queſtion, and to get it by heart, or read it 
over in Fai cap, as aforeſaid. I have in my cuſtody 
a book of ſtrings upon moſt or all of the * ＋ 
diſcuſsd in a certain college, very famous for their 
ratiocinative faculty; on the firſt leaf of which are 
theſe words. 


Ex dono Richardi Pe prime Claſi Bene. 
faftoris munificentiſſimi. 


From whence it appears, that this Richard P—e 
was a great ſfring-maker, and by his beneficent la- 
bours had furniſh'd his ſucceſſors, in the firſt claſs, 
with. a ſufficient inheritance of ſyllogiſms, to be 
as good logicians as himſelf, without taking any 
— 1. 
Behold, loving reader, the whole art and myſtery 
of logic, as it is taught in the moſt famous uni- 
verſity in the world; and judge for thy ſelf, whe 


ther Sir Richard Steele has not deſcrib'd it very juſtly 
in his dedication to the pope, thus: 


This method may be call d the art of wrangling, { 


cas long as the moderator of the diſpute is at leiſure; 
and may well enough be ſuppos d to be a game at 
learned racket. The queſtion is the ball of conten- 


tion; and he wins, who ſhews himſelf able to keep 


up the ball longeſt. A ſyllogiſim ſtrikes itito the re- 
« ſpondent: and a negation, or lucky diſtinction re- 
turns it back to the opponent : and ſo, it flies over 


the heads of thoſe, who have time to fit under it, 1 
till the judge of the game ſtrikes it down, with au- 
© thority, into reſt d ſilence,” 5 STE * 
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— Addifi4s jurare in Verba MacisrRI. Hor, 
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WEDNESDAY, March 28. 


+ BW #$%S&& Forgot, in my laſt paper, to mention 
A „ & that our chriſtian MoTHER of arts and 
7 * I * ſciences took a particular liking to an old 

1 heathen atheiſtical philoſopher, one Ariſto- 
Ji tile by name; to whoſe muſty ſyſtems 

of logick, rhetorick, politicks, and ethicks, was fo 
* much wedded, that ſhe conſtituted them the ſtan- 
i- (dds of thoſe arts to all ſucceeding generations; and 
e- ſtatute obliged her matriculated iſſue to defend 
ly Wind maintain all his peripatetical doctrines, right and 
wrong together, to the laſt gaſp of their breath, and 
the of their ink; and it was further enact- 
2 d, by the authority aforeſaid, that, if any perſon 
Dou! 2 to diſpute or deny the Stagyrite's o- 
pinion"1n any publick exerciſe, the ſaid exerciſe ſhould 
not paſs pro ; and moreover, that the auda- 
cious-delinquent ſhould be fined five ſhillings for eve- 
y ſuch offence; a ſum, which every philoſophical 
Heet hinter does not care to pay, for pretending to 
be wiſer than his forefathers. 

This old Pagan was undoubtedly a very learned 
man in his time, and has left ſeveral notable treatiſes 
tebind kim. nay, I will ſuppoſe, in his behalf, that 

BY 7. ef + + we 
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we have had nothing like them publiſhed ever ſince, 
except fabſt in vidia verbo) the inſpired books ot 
the New Teſtament ; though a very able Logician, 
and an Oæbnian too, nay, and a member of a col. 
lege, where Ariſtotle has no reaſon to complain of 
diſreſpect, has been heard to declare, that the B ESI 
Book that was ever written, except the BIB L E, was 
SMIGLECIUS. 

For my part, I cannot agree with this learned | 
gentleman, but firmly and orthodoxly believe that 
Ariſtotle, as by law eſtabliſhed, is the beſt author, 
that ever ſet pen to paper: I have indeed often 
heard our countryman, John Locke, put in compe- 
tition with him; but to me it ſeems very plain 
that Ariſtotle was a deeper ſcholar than Locke, be- 
cauſe he wrote in Greek (which was his muther 
tongue) and a better churchman, becauſe leſs of a |} 
chriſtian. 

But, as great a friend as I am to this old heathen 
2 can ſee no reaſon to believe every thing 

e fays, nor to ſwallow his truths and his 33 
together; I would there ore humbly propoſe a re- 
formation of learning from the philoſophical poper;, 
which prevails at preſent in our univerſities; I 
would have no more a) infallibility pretended to in 
the /chools, than in the church; no abſolute determi- 
nation of ſpeculative points repoſed in any man, or 
body of men; but I would have an univerſal tolera- 
tion allowed tc all ſtudents and lovers of truth, to 
enquire impartially after it, and to diſpute freely a- 
bout it; I would have all inexplicable jargon, infig- 
nificant terms, and empty phraſeology, with which 
our difputations have been long encumber'd, baniſſid 
from the ſchools; and, in a few words, I would 
have our learned education, which at preſent ſoars 
too far into »ezaphyſical and inviſible regions, re. 
duced to natural reaſon and common ſenſe, 


I am 


l 
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am glad that, in ſome colleges in Oxford, this 
reformation of learning is already begun; where, I 
hear, it is uſual for the rutors, in their lectures u 
many points of philoſophy, to tell their — that. 
in the ſchools, they muſt hold ſuch a ſide of the 
argument ; but that the other ſide is demonſtrably 
the right fide. 

If tms honeſt {pirit of reformation ſhould pre- 
vail, we might expect to ſee plain truth and ſincere 
knowledge — in our univerſities, inſtead of 
falſe learning and diſguisd ignormce. 

But, ſays the rigi 2 — ſhall we have no 
ſtated rule ro go by ? no fix'd method of decidin 
our diſputes ? What endleſs animoſities and quarrels 
will ariſe amongit ignorant and obſtinate men, if 
we are all left to our own licentious imaginations 
and anreſtrain'd judpments? 

To this I anſwer: that if we have any ffated rule 
or fixed method of deciding diſputes, beſides the 
force of truth and conviction, we had as good not 
diſpute at all; if Ariſtotle is to be our goſpel, let us 
even turn to the words of Ariſtotle, and not rend 
the periparetick church with needleſs ſchiſms and di- 
viſions, 

But if an univerfa] liberty were allow'd to debate 
upon all ſubjects with freedom and impartiality, I 
ſhould not be in any = pain for the conſequence. 
It is, indeed, pretended, that Ariſtotle's authority 
was firſt of all eflabliſh'd, to prevent thoſe quarrels 
and skirmiſhes which us'd frequently to happen in 
the univerſities between different parties of {cholars, 
who maintain'd different opinions, and ſcorn'd to 
yield either of them to the other; in which cafe 
they uſed to adjourn from the /chools into ſome 
neighbouring field, and there finiſh their debates, 
with more cuavincing arguments, and more unan- 


iwerable /yllogiſms, 


In 
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In theſe polemical debates (properly ſo call d) it is 
faid that many perſons were ſo thoroughly confuted 
by their antagoniſts, that they never open'd their 
mouths in controverſy again, nor ever hunted ano- 
ther queſtion through the wild meanders of mood 
and figure. 

To reſtore therefore the publick peace, and to keep 
the ſcholaſtick diſputations from coming to blows 


and bloodſhed, it was found neceſſary to eſtabliſh ! 


ſome wnerring rule of philoſophical faith, and reſolve 
the deciſion of all controverſies into ſome certain 


method. 
This is the beſt account that we have of the o- 
rigin and inſtitution of the Ariſtorelical dominion in 


the univerſities ; we mult diſpute to no purpoſe, be- 


cauſe our academical predeceſſors could not diſpute | 


without going to loggerheads; and thus the folly of 
our forefathers (like Adam's ſin) derives upon us 
the unhappy neceſſity of defending abſurdities, and 
of propagating falſhood, 

Whilſt our education continues in this ſtate, it is 
impoſſible that truth, or knowledge, or learning 
ſhould increaſe; the moſt that we can expect from 
it, or what it pretends to, is only to maintain the 
ground our forefathers got, and to make us as wiſe 
as don Ariſtotle, and no wiſer; with this unlucky 


ckuſe annex d to it, that we muſt take his 1/i/dow 
and his Folly, his Dreams and his Arguments, in the | 
Lump together: -—— ARISTOTELEM ſimiliter to- 
tamque peripateticorum doctrinam pro wirili defen- | 


dere teneantur *. 
To fill up the remaining part of this paper, I 


will preſent the reader with a ſhort ſtring of ſyllo- | 
giſms, upon a common queſtion, as it was diſputed | 
about three years ago; Dr. B——23 being then vice- | 


ch — |", 


* Vid, Statut. Tit, VI. Sed. 2. 


1 


* 


Intrent 


(v 


=s 


Ae" 
A 
an  & 


XI. No XXI. Terræ-Filius. 121 


It 13 

uted Intrent OpponEens, REsPONDENS, & Mo 

their DERATOR, 

ano- 

mood Opponens. Propono tibi, domine, hanc queſtionem, 
(viz.) — Ar datur actio in diſtans ? 

ceep Reſpondens. Non datur actio in diſtans. 

ows Oppon. Datur actio in diſtans ; ergo falleris. 

bliſh | Reſp. Negatur antecedens. 

ſolve Oppon. Probo antecedentem ; 

tain Si datur fluxus virium Agentis, cum diſtat A- 

ns, tum datur actio in diſtans. 

e o- Sed datur fluxus virium agentis, cum diſtat #- 

n in gens. 

be- Ergo datur actio in diſtans. 

pute Reſp. Negatur minor. 

y of Oppon. Probo minorem; 

n Us Vice-Cancellarius eſt agens ; 

and a Sed datur fluxus virium Vice - Cancellarii, 

cum diſtat Vice-Cancellarius. 

it is £ Ergo, datur fluxus virium azeutis, cum diſiat 

: agens. 
- Reſp. Negatur minor. 5 85 
Oppon. Probo minorem; 3 


Si diſputans parviſiis, vel aliquis * Gilero mdu- 
tis timet & patitur, dato patio inter Vice- 
Q.ancellarium & d/þ.ctamem vel Galero in- 
dutum, tum datur flixus wvirinum Vice-Can- 
cellarii, cum diſt1t Vice-Cancellarius. 

Sed diſputans Parviſiis tel aliquis Galero indu- 
tus timet c ßpititur, dato [patio inter Vice- 
Caiicellarium & diſputantem vel Guei ia- 
dutum : 

Ergo datur fluxus virium Vice-Cancellarii cum 
diſtat Vice-Cancellarius. 


1—— 


* Wearing of Hats in the univerſity is punithable 
by ſtatute. 1 DIP 
; p. 
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Reſp. Negatur tum minor, tum ſequela, 
Oppon. Conſtat minor ex perfectiſima Academia 
diſciplina & experientia; & valet ſequela, quo. 
niam incutere timorem alicui eſt agere in ali- 
quem. 
Moderator. Diſtinguendum eſt ad tuam probatio- 
Beim. 

Terror non procedit à fluxu ſive ex effiuviis 
Vice-Cancellarii; ſed Bedelli forſitan (viz. 
Whiſt—s ( M—ck Muſl—nus ) * bacu- 
lis ſuis incutiat terrorem. 

Et dico, ſecundò, quod imaginatio Diſputan- 
tis ſibi incutiat terrorem; quippe nihil eſt 
materialiter zerrificum vel in Bar — io vel 
in Whiſt—ro, vel ( utcunque obeſo) in 
Muſſ— dino; ſit quamvis formaliter. 


I choſe to give my reader the foregoing ſtring, as 
2 ſpecimen of our 4 diſputations at Oxford ; 
becauſe it was really a new one, (which, I aſſure 
him, is a very great rarity,) and was, I believe, 
made by the diſputant himſelf. I give it him en- 
tire, with all its apparatus and reſponſes, and repe- 
titions, and diſtinqctions, that he . 5 ſee how exact 
they are in the management of an argument, and 
how skilful in ſpinning it out to a due length, with 
all the auxiliary redundances of words and form. 


*The Beadles of the univerſity carry ſilver Stav?: 
in their hands. | 
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Par nobile FRATRUM. 


— . — — — 


SATURDAY, March 31. 


2 TT EIN G inform'd, that what 1 have 
oy 2 curforily ſaid in one of my papers 
92 B ' concerning a gentleman (Mr. Meadow - 
be: FI 53 At court ) of Merton College, viz. that ke 
WS ED) was tut into the Black Book for drink- 

ing King George's health, and obliged 
to plead the benefit of his Majeſty's Act of Grace t0 
get his degree, after he had been kept out of it two 
years for that heinous cence: I fay, being informed 
that this charge has been ſturdily deny'd as a fa ſhood 
at Oxford, I will give the reader a true account of 
the whole matter, from beginning to end, 

I conteſs, it does not diſpleaſe me to find the 
gowned gentlemen ſo willing to conceal or evade this 
inſolent, and almoſt incredible tranſaction: it looks 
l if they had ſome modeſty loft, and wereaſhamed 
to 9wn what they cannot poſſibly juſtify. 

As this ailair was occaſion'd by a ſociety of gen 
temen, call'd the Conſtitution Club, it may be ex 
pected that I ſhould give an account of that ſocie- 
ty; but I deſign to do this at large i in a paper by it 
elf, in which I will fully explain the motives of 
2 its 
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its inſtitution, the unblameableneſs of its conduct, 
and the reaſons of its declenſion; ſo that at preſent 
I will content my ſelf with premiſing in general, 
that this ſociety took its riſe — the iniquity of 
the times, and was intended to promote and culti- 
vate friendſhip between all ſuch perſons as favoured 
our preſent happy conſtitution : they thought them- 
ſelves obliged openly and puhlickly to avow their 
loyalty, and manifeſt their ſincere affection to King 
GroRGE upon all proper and becoming occaſions, 
and to check, as much as in them lay, the vaſt tor- 
rent of treaſon and diſaffection which overflowed 
the univerſity. They thought it their duty to ſhew 
all poſſible marks of reſpect to thoſe faithful f. 
cers, who were ſeaſonably ſent to that place, by the 
favour of the Government, to protect the quiet 
part of the King's ſubjects, and to ſuppreſs the tu- 
multuary practices of the profeſs'd enemies to his 
Majeſty's perſon and government ; and for conſtant- 
ly adhering to what they thought their duty in 
theſe points; and for no other cauſe, that they can 
apprehend, they have been ſo unfortunate as to be- 
come obnoxious to the univerſity, and to feel, ma- 
ny of them, the ſevere effects of their reſentments. 
This ſhort account of the Conſtitution Club is 
ſufficient for our preſent purpoſe, to which I now 
oceed. 
On the 29th of May 1716. in the evening, the 
Conſtitution Cl ub, and ſeveral officers in colonel Hau- 
Ayſide's regiment, met together at a tavern, Whilſt 
they were drinking the King's and other loyal 
healths, ſeveral ſquibs were thrown in at the win- 
dow, which burnt ſome of their cloaths, and filled 
the room with fire and ſmoak. Beſides this, they 
were continually inſulted with loud peals of hiſſes 
and conclamations of down with the Roundhead:, 
from the gownmen, and other diſorderly people in 


the ſtreet; of which they took no notice, They 
con- 
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continued together till about eleven a clock, or not 
quite ſo late, when Mr. Holt of Maudlin college, 
Sub- Proctor at that time, came, and making up to 
Mr. Meadomcourt (who happen'd to be ſteward of 
the Club that night) demanded of him the reaſon 
of their being at the tavern. Mr. Aſeadomcourt roſe 
up, and told him, that they were met together to 
commemorate the Reſtoration of King Charles II. 
and to drink King George's health; and that they 
ſhould be obliged to hi if he would be pleaſed to 
drink King George's health with them; which the 
Proctor, after ſome intreaties, comply'd with. After 
which, one of the captains went to him, and de- 
ſired him to excuſe the ſcholars that were there, 
promiſing that he would take care that no harm or 
diſorder ſhould be committed, and then waited up 

on the Proctor down ſtairs. | 
The next day Mr. Meadowcourt was ſent for by 
Mr. Holt; who, when he came to him, told him, 
that he had — words to him the nicht before 
that were affronting and improper to be ſpoken to 
a Proctor; that however, he would not inſiſt upon 
the affront, nor take any advantage of him for 
words, which he attributed to the effects of wine, 
but that his brother Proctor Mr. White of Chriſt- 
Church college ( though the words were not ſpoken 
to him, nor in his preſence ) was very angry with 
him, and had defir'd that the power of taking Cog- 
nixance of, and proceeding againſt all that was done 
that night, might be transferred into his hands; that 
he was therefore no longer a party concerned in this 
affair, but adviſed him as a friend to go to Mr. 
White, and, in ſubmiſſive terms, to make his peace 
with him. Mr. Meadowconrt anſwered, that he 
knew no occaſion which he had given Mr. White 
to be angry with him; that for any improper words 
which he might ſpeak the night before, he begg'd 
his [Mr, Holt's] pardon, and aſſur'd him, that what- 
G 3 ever 
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ever he ſpoke, it was not with any deſign to affront 
him; and deſired him that, ſince Mr. White did no: 
take him at the tavern, and fince he himſelf was 
the only perſon, whom he had any way offended, 
he would be pleaſed not to deliver him up to Mr. 
White, but inflict upon him what puniſhment he 
thought fit, which he would willingly ſubmit to, 
He preſs d him, as far as was proper, to conſent to 
this, but was not able to prevail. 

The Reader cannot help remarking, that theſe 4. 
fronting and improper words, about which all this 
itir was made, were only thoſe which are printed 
in 1alick characters, deſiring the Proctor to drink 
King George's health with the company. They may, 
for ought I know, be improper ; and I don't in the 
teaſt doubt, but that they were affronting : but yet, 
methinks, the ſubimiſſion which Mr. Meadowcourt 
n, was enough to appeaſe an ordinary reſent- 
ment. 


Ihe day folowing, Mr. Meadomcourt waited up- 
on nur. Aue, to whom he was now allign'd over 
by Mr. Holt: T will not believe ſo unchriſtian a 
thing of Mr. White, as to ſuppoſe that he deſired 
the proſecution of Mr. Meadowcourt,.in order to nl 
tity an old grudge againſt him ; though, by his be- 
ing ſo very officious in ſuch an ill natur d office 
(which moſt people would rather avoid than ſeek) 
he has given occaſion to ſuch an uncharitable re- 
flection. 

Mr. Meadow court, the firſt time he waited upon 
Mr. White, found him in a moſt ungovernable paſ- 
ſion; inſomuch that he often brandiſhed his arm at 
him, and told him, that the members of the Conſti- 
tution Club were the moſt profligate fellows in the 
univerſity, and all deſerved to be expell'd, for pre- 
tending to bave more loyalty ( very profigare in- 
deed !) than the reſt of the univerſity; he wondered 
how they, who, were but an handful-ot men, ou 

ave 
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have the impudence to oppoſe themſelves to ſuch a 
majority; and declared, that there were ten Tories 
io the univerſity for one Whig. He ſaid, that Mr, 
Meadomcourt had been notoriouſly guilty of keeping 
company with officers ; that he was a miſcreant, and' 
had committed the moſt flagrant crimes that ever 
my perſon had done before; that he made it his 
buſineſs to oppoſe the univerlity ; that he had been 
guilty of Rebellion againſt the univerſity, and much 
more to the ſame purpole; telling him, that the ho- 
nour of the univerſity, the authority of magiſtrates, 
and his own conſcience (good man!) obliged him to 
proceed againſt him with the utmoſt rigour and ſe- 
verity. 

ol the morrow, he went to him again, as he 
had ordered him, ro pay him forty ſhillings, the 
mul& impos'd by the ſtatute, for being found out 
of his college after nine a- clock at night; though, by 
the way, it is very rarely inſiſted upon, unleſs from 
poor Roundheads. 

He told him, when he paid this money, that he 
muſt not expect that this would be all the puniſh- 
ment that would be inflicted on him, though it was 
not yet determined after what manner he ſhould be 
proceeded againſt; that there would be a very ſtrict 
{crutiny made into his character and actions; and 
that if any of thoſe facts, which had been charg'd 
againſt him, could be found out, he might depend 
upon being expell d. 

In this mild and gentle manner was Mr, Meadow- 
court treated; and in the ſame mild and gentle man- 
ner muſt every one expect to be treated, till things 
are altered, whe diſcovers the {ame zeal for the pre- 


{ent government, and the proteſtant ſucceſſion. 
Several perſons of note in the univerſity interceded 

with Mr. White in behalf of Mr. Meadowcourt, and 

defired him ta.be reconciled to him; amongſt whom 


were a moſt noble Duke and Marquiſs, who were 
G 4 pleaſed 
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pleaſed to uſe preſſing inſtances to Mr, White in 
this matter: I have heard (but do not aver the 
truth of it) that Mr. White gave their Lordſhips 
his word, that he would put all up, and proceed no 
farther; though, ſoon after this, Mr. Meadowcourt 
heard that he had put him into the Black Book, and 
ſentenced him to be kept back from his degree for 
wo years. 

The Black Book is a regiſter of the univerſity, 
kept by the Proctor, in which he records any perſon 
who affronts him, or the univerſity; and no perſon, 
who is ſo recorded, can proceed to his degree, till 
he has given the Proctor, who put him in, ſatisfac- 
_ which muſt be entered accordingly in that 

ook. 
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RN. Meadowcourt finding Mr, HVite 
thus inexorable and — had 
but ſmall hopes that any interceſſi- 
on would prevail with him, after 


> wo noble Lords had been fo un- 
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till the wo years were almoſt expired. He then 
thought it time to be let into the ſecret of his crimes, 
that he might be able to make a defence againſt them, 
and therefore he waited upon the then Proctor, Mr. 
Steed (of All- Souls-College) the day on which he 
laid down his office, and deſired leave to tranſcribe 
a copy of what Mr. White had laid to his charge, 
and regiſter'd in the Black Book; which Mr. Steed 
readily conſented to, and received him with much 
kindneſs and humanity. 

When he looked into that dreadſul and gloomy vo- 
lume, it ſurpriz'd him to find himſelf made anſivern- 
ble, not only for a charge of crimes placed tohis own 
name, but alſo for a charge of crimes placed to another 
gentleman's name; both which charges, I will make 
publick, leſt the jealous reader ſhould ſuſpect them 
to be worſe than they are, or that I ſtifle the worſt 
part of them. 

They are drawn up in Latin, but I will inſert 
them in Engliſh, for the uſe of all my readers, 


| Fune 28 1716; 

LET Mr. Carty of Univerſity-College be kept from 

the degree, which he ſtands for next, for n {pace 
of one whole year, 


I. For prophaning, with mad intemperance, that 
day, on which he ought, with ſeber chearfulneſs, to 
have commemorated the Reſtoration of King 
Charles II, and the royal family, nay, of monarchy 
itfelf, and the church of England. 

II. For drinking in company with thoſe perſons; 
who inſolently boaſt of their loyalty to King George, 
and endeayour to render almoſt all the univerſity, — 
ſides themſelves, ſuſpected of diſaffection. 

III. For calling together a great mob of people, 
as it to ſee a ſhew, and 8 impious execrations, 

Cu 
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out of the tavern window, againſt ſeveral worthy 
perſons, who are the beſt friends to the Church and 
the King; by this means, 12 the beholders to 
return them the ſame abuſes; from whence follow- 
ed a deteſtable breach of the peace. 

IV. For refuſing to go home to his college after 
nine a-clock at night, though he was more than 
once commanded to do it, by the Junior Proctor, 
who came thither to quell the riot. 

V. For being catched at the ſame place again by 
the Senior Proctor, and pretending, as he was admo- 
niſhed by him, to go home; but with a deſign to 
come and drink again, 


LET Mr. Meadewcourt of Merton-College be kept 
back from the degree which he ſtands for next, 
for the ſpace of two years; nor be admitted to ſup- 
plicate for his grace, until he confeſſes his mani- 
fold crimes, and asks pardon upon his knees, 


VI. Not only for being an accomplice with Mr. 
Carty in all his faults, (or rather crimes) but alſo, 

VII. For being not only a companion, but like- 
wiſe a remarkable abettor of certain officers, who 
ran up and down the high-ftreet with their ſwords 
drawn, to the great terror of the townſmen and 
ſcholars. 

VIII. For breaking out to that degree of impudence, 
(when the Proctor admoniſhed him to go home 
from the tavern at an unſeaſonable hour) as to com- 
mand all the company, with a loud voice, to drink 


King GEORGE's health. 
Joh. W. Proc. Jun, 


Of all theſe pompous articles, Mr. Meadowcourt 
owns himſelf guilty only of the laſt, wiz. That hs 
was caught out of his college at an ——_— hour, 
(for which he paid forty ſbillings, which is _ 
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nalty annex d to that crime by the ſtatute) and that 
he did drink King George's health in the preſence of 
the Proctor; which being deem'd an affront, he ask- 
ed his pardon for it, and offer'd to make him any 
other honourable ſatisfaction. 

But, as to all the other articles, he utterly denies 
himſelf to be guilty of any of them, having many 
undeniable teſtimonies to vindicate his innocence, 
whenever he ſhould have an opportunity; particularly, 
in anſwer to what is alledg'd againſt him in the ſe- 
venth article [which relates to him ſingly] Mr. 
Meadowcourt ſolemnly declares, that he was ſo far 
from being an abetter and encourager of any ſuch of- 
ficers, as are mention'd to run up and down the high- 
ſtreet with drawn ſwords in their hands, to the great 
terror of the townſmen and ſcholars, that he was 
not even an eye-w1tneſs of them; and he challenges 
any of thoſe magnanimous town/men or 1 
who were frighten'd at the ſight of theſe naked 
ſwords, to ſay that they ſaw him either as an Eu- 
courager or a Companion of thoſe officers, in what- 
ever was done by them in the ftreet, which, no 
doubt, they would have done, if they could, after 
he had put them into ſuch bodily fear. 

In this, and every other particular (except thoſe 
two before-mention'd) he could undeniably have 
purged himſelf from the guilt laid to his charge. — 
But proving and diſproving are not academical me- 
thods of proceeding; the dull forms of Meſtminſler- 
Hall being too tedious for the literati to obſerve, —- 
If you would be acquitted by them, you mult plead 
guilty, and ſubmit. 

Upon the expiration of the to years, Mr Mea- 
dowcourt made application to the then Proctor, or 
leave to ſupplicate for his grace, and procced to his 
(maſter of arts) degree. The Proctors anſwer was; 
that he thought it reaſonable he ſhould have leave; 
but that he could not grant it him, without Mr. 
G 6 Whits's 
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White's conſent; and that he would 15 himſelf to 
Mr. White, and ſpeak to him in his behalf; according- 
ly he went the fame day to Mr. White, who — 
him, that he was very willing Mr. Meadowcoxr: 
ſhould now proceed to his degree; but that it was 
neceſſary firſt to conſult Mr. Holt (to whom thy 
King's health was drank) about it, to know whether 
he would concur with him; and that he would 
write to Mr. Hole, (who was then at the Bath) and 
acquaint him with his anſwer. 

Some time after this, Mr. Holt return'd to Ox- 
Ford, and having receiv'd a letter from Mr. Mea- 
Aowcourt concerning this affair, ſent for him to his 
chamber, and aſſur d him, that he had refolv'd from 
the beginning not to make himſelf a party in this 
affair; that 2 had reſign'd it entirely into Mr. 
White's hands, and therefore could not reſume it, 
without ſeeming to withdraw that confidence which 
he had before placed in Mr. Whize ; that for his own 
part, he required no ſatis faction to be given to him; 
that his conſent went along with Mr. White's con- 
ſent ; and that it was imply'd in whatſoever Mr. 
White ſhould think fit to act. Mr. Meadowcourt, 
however, begg'd of him, that ſince Mr. White 
inſiſted upon it, he would be pleas d to ſpeak to him, 
and let him know that he had receiv'd ſatistaction, 
and was willing to let Mr Meadomecurt have his 
degree; which Mr. Holt promis d, and took his 

ve of him at that time. 

To make ſhoit of the ſtory; they neither of 
them intended that Mr. Meadomcourt ſhould have 
his degree; Mr. White could not do it without 
Mr. Holt's conſent; and Mr. Holt had left it en- 
tirely to Mr. White, who, for all that, would not 
concern himſelf, without Mr. Holt, who” had from 
| the beginning reſolv d to be no party in this affair. 
Thus did they bandy it about, ſending Mr. Mea- 
dowconrs backward andy forward upon — 

| errands; 


* 


x* XXIII. Terræ- Filius. 133 


errands; till, at laſt, having jumbled their learned 
noddles together, they ſent him a paper, contain- 
ing the following articles, which they infiſted upon 
to be read by Mr. Meadomcourt in the convo- 
cation houſe, before he ſhould proceed to his de- 


gree. 


I. Ido acknowledge all the crimes laid to my 
charge in the Black Book; and that I deſerved the 
puniſhment impoſed on me. 

IT. I do acknowledge that the ſtory of my 
being puniſh'd on account of my affection to King 
George, and his illuſtrious houſe, is unjuſt and in- 
jurious, not only to the Reputation of the Proctor, 

t of the whole univerſity. 

III. I do profeſs fincerely, that I do not believe 
that I was puniſh'd on that account. | 

IV. I am very thankful for the CLemency of 
the univerſity, in remitting the ignominious part 
of the puniſhment, viz. begging pardon upon my 
knees. 

V. I beg pardon of Almighty God, of the Proc- 
tor, and all the Maſters, for the offences which 
I have committed reſpectively againſt them; and 
I yr wy that I will, by my future behaviour, 
make the beſt amends I can, tor having offended 
by the worſt of examples. 


Modeſt ! reaſonable! candid ! and honourable gen- 
tlemen! I ſtand aſtoniſh'd at Mr. Meadomcourt's ob- 
ſtinacy aud perverſeneſs, that he ſhould refuſe to 
coir ply with ſuch fair and equitabie terms! Alas! it 
ia no too evident that he has, indeed, play d the rebel 


a the univer/.ty; and been notoriouſly GUILTY 
7 


857 company with OFFICERS. 
— and contumacious wrcich! how eaſy would 
ve been for him (according to academical cuſs , 
om) 


* 
n 
, 


" 
. 


* 


2 
* 


134 Terræ-Filius. N' xxIII. 


tom) to confeſs himſelf guilty of crimes, of which 
he knew and could prove himſelf to be guileleſs ? 

To allow the juſtice of a puniſhment which he 
was convinced was unjuſt and arbitrary? 

To declare, in the face of the convocation, that 
a ſtory was falſe and ſcandalous, which was noto- 
rious and demonſtrable? 

To acknowledge clemency, where he had experi- 
enced nothing but cruelty; and to beg — of 
thoſe, whom he was not conſcious of having of- 
fended? 

How ealy, I fay, would all this have been to 
any one, that had liv'd ſeven or eight years within 
the ſound of Chriſt-Church Tou, and under the 
tuition of ſo good a Woman ? But matriculation, 
like divers other good things, is quite thrown away 
upon ſome people. 

Mr. Meadowcourt having rejected this ſubmiſſion, 
deſponded for ſome time of ever obtaining his de- 
2 but duly weighing the heniouſneſs of his of- 
ences, and the time when they were committed, 
fince which his majeſty has been pleaſed to publiſſ 
an Att of grace, he was adviſed that he was inclu- 
ded init; and that amongſt his fellow. ſubjects in ini. 
quity, who had talked treaſon, drunk treaſon, plotted 
and rebelled againſt his majeſty, he might alſo hope 
to find mercy from it, for inſolently boaſting of his 
loyalty to his majeſty, and audaciouſly drinking his 
majeſty's health to one of his majeſty's vicegerents. 

This method therefore he reſolved to try; but 
meeting with new difficulties upon this occaſion, 1 
muſt refer the 1 to my next; which wil 


cloſe this ſubje 
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SATURDAY, April 5. 


N purſuance of the advice given to Mr. 


| Meadowcourt by his friends, to plead his 
J I & Majeſty's Act of grace in the Vice-Chan- 
. iD» cellor's court, which they inform'd him 

extended to thoſe pretended crimes, which 
were regiſtred againſt him in the Black Book ; he 
went to one B r, a Proctor of the court, (not a 


| prodfoy of the univerſity, who is a quite different 


officer) and retain'd him with a tee, giving him 
the following inſtructions: 

That he ſhould cite the two prodfors (of the uni- 
verſity) to give their reaſons in the court for conti- 
nuing his name in the Black Book; and, upon givin 
their reaſons, he ſhould plead the act of grace in his 
behalf, and petition the court to decree, that his 
name might be blotted out. He at firſt ſcrupled to 
cite the proctors into the court, and required to be 
allow'd a great deal of time to conſider of this nice 
and zickliſh affair, (as he call'd it) but, upon Mr. 
Meadowcourt's refuſing to agree to any delay, and 
preſſing him to proceed with all poſſible expediti- 
on, he promis d to follow his inſtructions. tas 
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When the day came, on which Mr. Meadowconrt 
deſign d his cauſe ſhould be brought into the court, 
he went to B——r, whom he had retained, to 
know whether he had cited the two prodfors ; he 
told him that he had not; that he ( Mr. Meadow- 
court) was too haſty, and would do his cauſe harm 
by going on fo faſt; that he had been with the 
Vice-Chancellor, and inform'd him of the whole 
caſe; that the Vice-Chancellor had promis'd to 
conſider of it; and that he could not, by any 
means, proceed, til] he had known the Vice-Chan- 
cellor's thoughts of the matter. 

Finding his buſineſs was likely to be carried on 
but lowly, under B-——+r's management, Mr. Mea- 
dowcourt went from him to one PI -I, another 
proctor of the court, and told him what he want- 
ed to have done, without mentioning any thing of 
his intention to plead the act of grace: he ſeem'd 
very ready to undertake the cauſe; but faid, that it 
was too late to ſend a citation to the proctors that 
day; and that he would not fail to do it the next 
week. 

From him Mr. Meadowcourt return'd to Bx, 
and told him, that his buſineſs would not admit of 
any delay; and therefore hoped that he would not 
take it ill, if he wy whether it was poſſible for 
another proctor to bring it ſooner into the court, 
than he found he was inclined to do. To this 
B r gave Mr. Meadomcourt a civil anſwer, and 
left him. 

In the afternoon Pl came to him, and ſaid, 
that he had talk d with the Aſſeſſor of the court; 
that his was a very zickliſh buſineſs ; that he did 
not know what to fay to it ; that it was never 
known that the prodfors had been put into the 
court; that it was a dangerous thing; that he muſt 
take time to conſider whether any thing could be 
done in it, or not; and that, in fine, he had _ 

einer 
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better make ſome acknowledgment to Mr. White, and 
beg pardon. 

All that Mr. Meadomcourt was able to ſay to him 
now could not prevail with him to undertake his 
cauſe; and he found, by what he faid, that he had 
been terrify'd and diſcourag'd both by B=——r, and 
by the Aſſeſſor. 

Upon this, Mr. Meadowcourt reſolv'd to offer his 
cauſe to the reſt of the profors, and try whether 
they would all reject it: wherefore, the next morn- 
ing he went to 4 — of All-Souls college, Br—3 
of New-Iun hall, and m of Maudlin college. 

The firſt of theſe told him, that he was going 
out of town, and ſhould not return again betore 
the end of the term. 

Br ſaid, that it was a tichliſh caſe; that he 
ſhould be glad to ſerve Mr. Meadowcourt, but was 
afraid of bringing himſelf into a ſcrape, and of dif- 
obliging the univerſity. | 

And I——72 was of opinion too, that it was a 
very nice caſe, and begg d that he might be excus'd 
from being concern'd in it. 

Thus was his cauſe rejected by all the proffors ; 
the Vice-Chancellor's court was ſhut againſt him; 
he was precluded from all acceſs to juſtice, and in- 
uriouſly with-held from claiming the benefit of a 
w, to which theſe very men, perhaps, ow'd the 
power they enjoy d to do him this injury. 

He then waited upon the Vice-Chancellor, and 
told him, that he had a cauſe to be brought into 
his court; that he had apply'd himſelf to all the 
proctors of the court, that none of them would un- 
deitake it; and that therefore he begg'd the favour 
of him to aſſign him a proctor, and to oblige him 
to bring his cauſe into the court, Sir, faid the Vice- 
Chancellor, what is your cauſe? he anſwer d, that 
he would have the two proctors of the univerſity ci- 


ted to pive their reaſons in the court for continuing 
his 
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his name in the Black Book. This, faid the Vice- 


Chancellor, is ſuch a cauſe as none of the proctors 
(of the court) thought it fafe to appear in; that it 
had not been known that the proctors (of the ui 
verſity) were ever cited to appear in the court; and 
that his name was continued in the Black Book, be- 
cauſe he had not given Mr. Whize ſatisfaction. Mr. 
Meadomcourt told him, that he deſired the proctors 
might give their reaſons in the court. Your buſineſs 
faid the Vice-Chancellor, is not with the preſent 
Proctors, but with Mr. hite, who put you into the 
Black Book, and you are to make up the matter 
with him. Mr. Meadowcourt uifwerd that he did 
not think that he had any thing to do with Mr. 
White; that his complaint lay againſt the proctors in 
office; that he was directed by his friends to pro- 
ceed againſt them; and that he thought himſelf o- 
blig'd to follow their direction. 

Then, ſaid the Vice-Chancellor, you are ill di- 
refed ; that he would adviſe him to go to Mr, 
White, and deſire him to take his name out of the 
Black Book, and to enter his ſatisfecit. Mr. Meadow- 
court told him, that he had waited upon Mr. White 
often enough already ; that he inſiſted upon unrea- 
ſonable terms of ſatisfaction; that he had been very 
ill us'd by Mr. White, and that he would not con- 
cern himſelf with him, nor ſpeak to him any more 
about it; but that he would proceed in the court, 
if he (the Vice-Chancellor) would give him leave; 
that if he would not give him leave, he had no 
more to ſay, and muſt reſt ſatisfy'd. Upon 
this Mr. Meadomcourt was going away; when the 
Vice-Chancellor ſaid, Sir, I do not ſay that I will 
not give you leave; I will confider of it, and you 
ſhall hear from me in a day or two's time. 

I forgot to mention, that B———x, when Mr. 
Meadowcourt went to him firſt, ſaid, That he thought 
that he had a right to plead the a& of grace; _ 

that 
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that he afterwards intimated to Mr. Meadomcourt, 
that the Aſſeſſor and the Vice-Chancellor were of 
the fame opinion. 

I cannot therefore but aſcribe this dilatory and 
evaſive conduct of the Vice-Chancellor, as well as 
the combination of the Aſſeſſor and prodtors of the 
court, to a conſciouſneſs that Mr. Meadowcourt was 
entitled to the act of grace, which they tear'd would 
relieve him from the injuries he had long lain un- 
der, and deprive the univerſity of their promiſed 
triumph and revenge, from the hopes they had of 
forcing him at laſt to comply with a baſe and ſcan- 
dalous form of ſubmiſſion. | 

When the Vice-Chancellor found that Mr. Mea- 
dowcourt was reſolved to plead the act of grace, and 
not ſubmit to Mr. White, his next artifice was to 
make him plead it privately to him and Mr. White, 
and not 1n the court; being aſham'd, I ſuppole, to 
have it known that he obliged a gentleman to plead 
the benefit of ſuch an act upon ſuch an occaſion: 
but Mr. Meadom court inſiſted upon pleading it in the 
court, which he was advis'd was the only legal 
way; and told the Vice-Chancellor that if he would 
not give him leave to proceed in his court, he ſhould 
look upon it that his court was ſhut up againſt him, 
and that he was deny'd a privilege which every 


member of the univerſity had a right to. 


At length the Vice-Chancellor aſſignd him a 
proctor, whom he ordered to eite the two prodiors 
of the univerſity into the court; as ſoon as the 
_ had done this, the Vice-Chancellor ordered 

im to wncite them; and then, after much a-do, or- 
dered him to cite them again, and ſent Mr. Mea- 
dowcourt word that he had agreed to let his cauſe 
be brought into the court on loch a day. 

Accordingly Mr. Meadowcourt went to the court, 
and one of the proctors of the unive:fity appeared 
and left the Black Book with the Aſſeſſor ; _— 

reading 
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reading over the pretended charge of crimes regiſ- 
tred in it, and Mr. Meadowcourt's plea, the Aſſeſſor 
decreed that his crimes were wiped off by the act of 
grace, and that his name ſhould be put out of the 
Black Book. 

The next congregation ( which is a meeting of 
the members ot the univerſity to grant degrees) he 
ſtood for his grace, which was deny'd (as was ſuſ- 
pected) by Mr. White. 

The ſecond time he ſtood for his grace, he was 
deny'd, as it was ſuppoſed, by a — of arts of 
Feſus college. | 

But the perſon who denies any body his grace, 
being obliged to give his reaſons for it the third 
time, and having nothing to alledge againſt Mr. Mea- 
dowcourt, ſince the act, of which he pleaded the be- 
nefit, took place, his grace was granted the third 
time he ſtood for it; and the next congregation he 
was ted to his degree. | 

Thus did he at length efcape out of the hands of 
his mercileſs enemies and perſecutors, who, by this 
one inſtance, in every ſtep they took, ſeem'd deſi- 
rous to convince people what hardſhips, injuries, 
oppreſſions and diſcouragements, they keep in ſtore 
for thoſe men, who #/olently dare to affront the 
univerſity, by honouring King George and the pro- 
teſtant ſucceſſion 

I have purſued this affair through all its various 
ſcenes of partiality, corruption, and prevarication, 
fairly and honeſtly, without concealing any thing 
which was urg'd againſt Mr. Meadowcourt, or char- 
ging the officers of the univerlity with any method 
( however ſeemingly unjuſt and arbitrary) which 
they did not take upon this occaſion :-and I now 
leave the world to judge, whether I have not made 
my charge good, that Mr. Meadomcourt ſuffered all 
this for his affection to King George, and was o- 
bliged to plead his majeſty's act of grace for drink- 
| ing 
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ing his majeſtys health; the chief article againſt 
him in the Black Book, and on which (even there) 
the greateſt ſtreſs is laid, being, that he proceeded ſo 
far in impudence as to command all the company 
with a loud voice, to drink King George's health. 


ee eee eee: 
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non ceſſavere POET A | 
Nocturno certare mero. Hor. 


— — „ 


wes. 4 


WezpnesDaY, April 11, 


444K HE OxrorD PoerIcar CTus has, 
= T + of late, made a great buſtle in our news- 
+- = 4. papers, and uſher'd ſeveral poems and w_ 
+4+4+4%% cellanies into the world, with the pu 
lick ſanction of its recommendation: it 
puzzled me a long time to find out what perſons 
this ingenious ſociety was compos'd of, and where 
they aſſembled together; I thought it a little ſtrange, 
that I ſhould have lv'd ſo long in Oxford, and ne- 


ver heard of ſo remarkable a cabal of wits; and 


more ſtrange, that after 1 had heard of them in a pu- 
blick news-paper, I was till as much at a loſs to 


know who they were, or at what place they met, 
| as before. My curioſity was very ſtrong within 


me, and haunted me night and day to be inform'd; 
for this purpoſe, I enquired amongſt all my friends, 
and ſpar d no pains to ſatisfy my felf; but could 

not 
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not hear any tale or tidings of them: however, ha- 
ving the particular happineſs to be acquainted with 
Mr. CuUuRrLL, who has had the honour to receive 
ſeveral obliging letters from theſe gentlemen, which 
were inſerted in the Evening-poſt, in commendation 
of him and his celebrated authors, I thought I could 
not fail of being inform'd by him in — particular 
concerning them. Accordingly I waited upon him 
one morning, and requeſted this favour of him ; but 
he very civilly deſired to be excus'd ; for that the 
gentlemen had ſtrictly enjoin d him to keep their names 
ſecret; that ſeveral perſons of quality had ſent to 
know, who they were, but he durſt not, for his aſe, 
diſcover them io any creature living. He added, that 
the world might expect ſeveral excellent things _ 
the ſame hands, and particularly a large miſcellany, 
then in the preſs; but that being all perſons of the 
beſt diſtinction in the univerſity ; and as they do it, 
ſaid he, only for their amuſement, I doubt very much, 
whether even then the gentlemen will ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be known. 

This diſappointment made me utterly deſpair of 
ever making any diſcovery; and therefore from that 
time I forbore all farther enquiries, 

And yet (ſuch is the waywardneſs of human 
life! ) what the utmoſt labour and induſtry could not 
accompliſh, a meer, unaccountable accident brought 
to light ; and when all the viſible means in the 
world had fail'd, chance, almighty chance, proſper'd 
my wiſhes, and gave me a fun account of the in- 
ſtitution, laws, and members, of this renown'd ſo- 
ciety, as alſo ſome of their moſt conſiderable pro- 
ductions; all which it is my duty to communicate 
to my reader; but I hope he will pardon me, if 
(for certain reaſons) I cannot oblige him with the 

ſecret by which I made this diſcovery. 

Divers eminent and moſt ingenious gentlemen, 

true lovers and judges of poetry, having with . 
| grie 


1 7” e < E 


T a ea ng Pk or ae 


2 


Ne XXV. Terræ- Filius. 143 


ief obſerv d that noble art declining in Oxford, 
Fire antient ſeat and fountain,) reſolv'd, if poſſible, 
to reſtore it to its priſtine vigour and glory. They 
juſtly apprehend both from reaſon and experience, 
that a critical lecture, once a term, though never ſo 
judicious, was not ſufficient; and that the theory of 
any art was defective without the practice; and 
therefore they thought the beſt method to forward 
this deſign, would be to inſtitute a weekly meeting 
of the fineſt genius 's and beauxeſprits of the univer- 
97 at a certain place, to be appointed by them, 
where they might debate the cauſe of poetry, and 
put its laws into regular execution. This propoſal 
was immediately aſſented to; and the next queſtion 
was, where to meet? 

This occaſiond a ſhort debate, ſome ſpeaking in 
behalf of the King's Head, and ſome declaring for 
the Crown; but they were both oppos'd by others, 
who preſum'd, that the Three Tuns would ſuit them 
much better; in which they carry'd their point, and 
the Three Tuns was thereupon nominated the place 
of meeting, upon theſe two proviſo's, That Mr- 
Bradgate would keep good wine, and a pretty wench 
ro the bar; both which are by - eriticks allow'd to 

of indiſpenſable uſe in poetical operations. 

This dd 2 — sd of perſons 
of all faculties, and perſons of no faculties, as law- 
yers, parſons, phyſicians, gentlemen commoners, &c. 
and is ſtrled à ſociety for the reformation and im- 
22 of the antient art and myſtery of Rhime- 
making. 

The preſent members are the reverend Dr. Dry- 
bones, Dr. Livy, Dr. Craſſus, Mr. Peter Crambo, Mr, 
Thomas Sadman, Mr. Edward Fuſtian, Mr. Fohn 
Jingle, Mr. Timothy Triplet, Mr, Oliver Point, Mr. 
Daniel Eaſy, Mr. Alexander Ta;, Mr. James Stanza, 
Mr. Thomas Paroques, Mr. Thomns Wharton, and 

At 
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At their firſt meeting there had like to have Veen 
a warm conteſt between the aforeſaid Mr. hurton 
and Mr. Rich, who ſtood candidates for the Preſi- 
dent's chair; and the members were in ſome per- 
— which of the two they ſhould prefer to that 

onour, having both of em diſtinguiſh'd themſelves 
in an uncommon manner: but at laſt, they came to 
a reſolution, nemine contradicente, that it did of right 
belong to Mr. Wharton, in conſideration of his ſe. 
niority, and of his profeſſorſhip in the ſame art; with 
this clauſe, however, in favour of Mr, Rich, that the 
ſociety did not by this intend to ſuggeſt that the faid 
Mr. Wharton poſſeſſes any ſuperior talents, skill, or 
abilities, in the ſaid art, to him the {aid Mr. Rich. 

This was eſteemed a very prudent and politick 
clauſe, as it prevented all manner of bickering, jea- 
louſy, and emulation, in point of honour, between 
theſ: two gentlemen, which might otherwiſe occa- 
fion great heats and animoſities among the mem- 
bers, who would of courſe divide themſelves into 
parties, ſome on one ſide, and ſome on the other, as 
their particular fancies, intereſts, or prejudices, led 
them, to the apparent danger, if not the total diſ- 
folution of the ſociety, | 

Whereas, by this cautious method, the honour of 
both parties was preſerv'd untouch'd ; and though 
Mr. Wharton took poſſeſſion of the chair, yet Mr. 
Rich was declared as good a poet, and the next ſuc- 
ceſſor. 

Having ſettled this diſpute, they appointed a com- 
mittee, to prepare ſuch laws, as ſhould appear neceſ- 
fary for the preſervation and good order of the ſo- 
ciety— This Committee was compoſed of the a- 
foreſaid Mr. Pickering Rich, Chairman, Mr. Peter 
Crambo, Mr. Thomas Sadman, Mr. Edward Fuſtian, 
and Mr. Daniel Eaſy; who drew up the followt ig 
orders, to be obey'd by all perſons belonging or to 
belong to the ſaid ſociety, wiz. <A 

| Tha: 


poet. 
III. That no member do preſume to diſcover the 
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I. That no perſon be admitted a member of this 
ſociety, without Letters Teſtimonial, to be ſign'd by 
three perſons of credit, that he has diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf in ſome tale, catch, ſonnet, epigram, ma- 
drigal, anagram, acroſtick, tragedy, comedy, far ce, or 
epick poem. 

II. That no perſon be admitted a member of this 
ſociety, who has any wiſible way of living, or can 
ſpend five ſhillings per annum de proprio; it being an 
eſtabliſhed maxim, that no rich man can be a good 


ſecrets of this ſociety to any body whatſoever, up- 
on pain of expulſion. | 

IV. That no member, in any of his poetical lu- 
cubrations, do tranſgreſs the rules of Ariſtotle, or any 
other ſound critick, antient or modern, under pain 
of having his ſaid lucubrations burnt, in a full Ly , 
by the hands of the ſinall- beer drawer. 


V. That no member do 2 in any of his 
c 


writings, to reflect on the church of England, as by 
law eftabliſh'd, or either of the two famous univer- 
ſities, or upon any magiſtrate or member of the 
lame, under the pain of having his ſaid writings 
burnt as aforeſaid, and being himſelf expelid. 

VI. That no tobacco be ſmoaked in this ſociety; 
the fumigation thereof being ſuppoſed to cloud x & 
poetical faculty, and to clog the ſubtle wheels of 
the imagination, 

VII. That no member do repeat any verſes, with- 
out leave firſt had and obtained from Mr, Preſiden. 

VIII. That no perſon be allowed above the ſpace 
of one hour at a time to repeat. 

IX. That no perſon do print any of his verſes, 
without the approbation of the major part of this 

ety, under pain of expulſion. | 

X. That every member do ſubſcribe his name to 


the oing articles. 
foregoing 3 


et AE 
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When theſe ſeveral orders were reported to the 
ſociety by the committee, ſome objections were 
made to three of them. 

Firſt, Dr. Craſſus objected againſt the ſixth; that 
being a very fat man, and of a Fi conſtitution, 
he humbly apprehended that the uſe of tobacco would 
carry off thoſe noxious, heavy particles, which turn 
the edge of his fancy, and obſtruct his intellectual 
perſpiration, 

He was ſeconded in this by a phyſician, his friend, 
who confirmed what he ſaid; upon which a clauſe 
was ordered to be inſerted, to impower the faid Dr, 
Craſſus to enjoy the free uſe of tobacro. Provided 
CERA this he ſmoak in a corner of the room, 
ſo as not to offend the reſt of the company. 

Then Mr. Paroquet made his objection againſt the 
ſecond article, alledging, that he could not, with a 


fafe conſcience, declare, that he had no viſible way of 


living; or that he could not ſpend five ſhillings per 
Amum de proprio. But he was quickly made eaſy in 
this by Mr. Preſident, who with great judgment ex- 
plain'd the nature of that article, by obſerving, That 
as God is the ſole author and diſpoſer of all Things, 
Wwe cannot in a 1 5 ſenſe, call any thing our own; 
nor ſay that we have any viſible ns +4 living, our daily 
bread being the bounty of his inviſible hand; and there- 
fore, ſaid that pious caſuiſt, you may, ſalva conſcien- 
tia, declare that you have no viſible way of living; 
and that you cannot ſpend five ſhillings per annum 
de proprio, though according to vain human compu- 
zation, you are worth five thouſand pounds a year. 
Laſtly, Mr. * . Triplet objected againſt the 
laſt article, upon the humble repreſentation, that he 
could not write, and therefore could not comply 
with the ſtrict letter of the law; but he offer'd to 
{et his mark, if that would do; which was accepted 
without any heſitation ; it being truly zo uncommon 
Thing in many an excellent poet, an 
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: All theſe difficulties being removed, the ſeveral 
articles were ordered to be fairly engroſſed, and framed, 

t to be hung up over the mantle-piece in their | 

R room, for the uſe of the members. : 

And then they paid their reckoning, and adjourned 

1 till that day ſeven- night. 

[ The minutes of their proceedings ſhall be the ſub- 


ject of our next. 
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Sit locus (& noſtris, aliqua tibi parte Libellis; 
Dua Pedo, qua Marſus, quaque Catullus erit. 
| — 


— 


1 


SATURDAY, Abril 14. i 


Minutes of the Oxrorn PoesTICar. CL uns. 


HE members being met, and Mr, Pre- 
ſiaent having aſſum'd the chair, three 
preliminary bumpers paſs d round the 
> rd; after which Dr, Cr assus, in 
2 purſuance of the power granted to him, 
25 mentioned in our laſt, retir'd to a ſnug corner of 
the room, where a little table was placed for him, 
with pipes and] tobacco upon it: then the doctor 
bandled vis Arms; and as he was glazing his pi 

] Slazing nis pipe 

H 2 with 
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«with a.ball of ſuper ne wax, Which he always car- 
Ties in his pocket for that uſe, he alarm'd the room 
-with a ſudden peal of laughter, which drew the eyes 
of the aſſembly towards him, and made all of them 
very ſollicitous to know the conceit which occaſion- 
ed it; but the doctor was not, for ſeveral minutes, 
able to do it, the fit continuing upon him, and grow- 
ing louder and louder: at laſt, when it began to in- 
termit, he made a ſhift to reveal the cauſe of his 
mirth thus; Why gentlemen, ſaid he,—ha! ha! ha !— 
-why gentlemen, I ſay, the prettieſt Epigram ! ha! ha! 
hal. I cannot tell you for any Life, ——I have made, 
I ſay,the prettieſt Epigram upon this ball of wax here, 
ha! ha! hal that you ever heard in your lives, 
Shall I repeat it, Mr. Preſident? By all means, 
doctor, ſaid he, no body more proper to open the afſem- 
.bly man doctor Craſſus! —— Then the doctor com- 
; — his countenance, and ſtanding up, with the 
Ball of wax in his right hand, pronounc'd the fol- 
lowing. diſtich with an heroick emphaſis. 


This wax, d'ye ſee, with which my pipe I glaze, 
1s the beſt wax I ever us'd in all my days. 


Ha! ha! ha! How d'ye like it, gentlement—ha! ha! 
tha! 7s it not very pretty, gentlemen — hery pretty, 
witkeut flattery, doctor, 4aid they all; very excellent, 
indeed. Upon which the doctor ſmiled pleaſantly, 
and lighted his pipe. 

Then Mr. Alexander Tag deſired to be informed, 
whether the jff:h article, which prohibits all reflec- 
tions ho the church of England, as by law eſtabliſh'd, 
excludes the.uſe of the heathen deities in his chriſ- 
tian compoſitions ; which was anſwer d him in the ne- 
gative; it being, as they obſerv d, impoſſible to excel in 
love. poetry without them. Upon which Mr. Tag 


e xpreſs da great deal of joy; telling them that he had 


almoſt 
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almoſt finiſh'd a long Epithalamium, which he would 


ſhortly ſubmit to their examination. 

By this time their poetical blood began to circu- 
late, and ſeveral members repeated their extemporaty 
verſes with great fluency and applauſe ; always firſt” 
clearing their throats with a glaſs ot Port, and a loud 
Hem ! 

During the firſt part of the night their thoughts 
were {ſomething gloomy, and run upon elegies and” 
epitaphs upon living as well as dead men; but you 
will find them brighter up as the night advances, 
and the bottles increaſe. They begin with ſatire and 


| funeral lamentation; but end with love, ſmuttineſi, 
| and a ſong. Exempli gratia: 


On PErER R-Dar of Oriel College, 


Here lies R—dal Peter, 
Of Oriel, the Eater, 
Whom death at laſt has eaten: 
Thus is the biter bitten. 
Of him nothing is memorial, 
But that he was Fellow of Oriel. 


Upon old Fo. Pullen of Maudlin- Hall. 
Here lies Jo. Pullen, 
Wrapt up in Woollen: 
Upon Facob Bob art, keeper of the phyſick-gardenr 
Here lies Jacob Bobart, 
Nail'd up in a Cupboard. 
On the cook of St. Fohn's college. 


Here lies the honeſt Cook of our college, 
Who chous'd us of eight hundred pounds o 


my knowledge. | 
H 3. Theſs- 
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Theſe four were all written by a gentleman, who 
has, on many occaſions, difſtinguiſh'd his taſte of wit 
and humour, 


On Mr, R-—ſell of Merton college. 


Here lies Connt R— ſſell, 
Who made a damn d buſtle. 


This alludes to their late Election of fellows, and wa: 
written by that poignant and moſt farcaſtical epi 
grammatiſt, Mr. Oliver Point. 


An epitaph upon the Whigs. 7 


Craſing ver the South Sea. in the late forms 


weather, 
Dons ſunk the poor whigs, and their leaders toge- 
ther: 
So falſe, boys, at laſt, is our old proverb found, 
TH r to be hang d, they wh never be 
drown'd. | 


Upon one's pulling out an empty purſe. 


An empty Purſe is the worſt purle of all, 
Except it be black Purſe of Edmond-Hall. 


When this laſt epigram, which was alſo written by 
Mr. PotxT, was repeated to the club, it was objec- 
ted by a great critick, that Mr. Parſe, as he call'd 
him, ſpell'd his name Pearſe, and that therefore the 
whole fling of the epigram was loſt; but Mr. Point 
reply'd, that in theſe performances it was ſufficient 
to conſult the ear only, and that, at leaſt, it was 3 


true epigram to be ſpoken ; tho, perhaps, it _ 
0 


wit 
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loſe ſome of its ſalt in the reading. In which he 
had the conſent of the board, 


On Doctor G 


Within upon her back is laid 
A choppmg, ſtrapping Chambermaid. 


's back-dvor, 


This alfo was written by Mr. Point. N. B. The 
Doctor married a chambermaid. 


On the Lady Fades and Dr. Fr. 


Jades tires, and kills all animals that vide ber, 
From Baboon Tom tothe Oxonian Spider, 


T own, I cannot underſtand this epigram; but as 
it was written by no leſs an hand than the Preſident 
himſelf, I muſt ſuppoſe that there is ſomething very 
cutting contained in it, tho* my ignorance cannot 
find it out. 


On Mr. Yours. 


Hail! mighty bard! noted for * tickling ſong, 
Alayſt thou continue like thy verſe, and be for ever 
Youxs. 


This was written by Mr. James Stanza, and was 
mightily applauded, when rehears d: but whether it 
was deſigned by way of Satire or Panegyrick, this 
deponent cannot poſitively ſet forth, 


— 


— .. 
— 


_— 9 9 


* , He wrote a poem to Mr. Tickel, 
H 4 


An Aurnon's epitaph. Written by himſelf al 
Here lies the author of the Ape aniTION, gre 
Who dy d, God wot, but in a poor condition: 
If, reader, you would ſhun his fate, 
Nor write, nor preach . Church or State, 5 
Be dull, exceeding dull, and youll be great, $ 
- 
To Mr, Townſhend the ſtone - cutter, now Yayor. 
By Dr. Craſſus. 85 
Mr. Mayor, the famous ſtone - cutter, 1 
Hang out your lights, for, by G—d, I'm in the 4 
Gutter. > 
You muſt ſuppoſe, gentlemen, ſaid the doctor, that 5 
Tam going home late, and drunk, in a dark night, and 7 
fo fall imo the kennel or gutter.— Upon Which he * 
laughed heartily, and filled another pipe. ys 
; the | 
Upon ſome verſes of Farher William. that 
| * 
| Thy verſes are immortal, O! my friend, mad 
| For he who reads them, reads them to no end, then 
Theſe verſes were firſt made and ſpoken in tbe + 


Ordinantia,and now repeated before the poetical ſociety 
with great and juſt applauſe, by the reverend Dr. Dzr- 
BONES, 


On BELINDA. 


Bright as the ſun, aud genile as the moon, 
When this at midnight ſhines, and that at noon, 
Belinda fires the breaſt, and charms the ſight; 
Then let us toaſt her round from noon to night. 

| Mr. 


1. 


the 


ety 
LY - 


In, 
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Mr. Paroquet wrote theſe with his diamond ring 
upon one of the glaſſes, and handed it about with * 
great ſucceſs. 


To CE LIA. 


Since in religion all men diſagree, 

And * God believe, ſome thirty, and ſoms 
three; 

Since no religion, call d name, 

In ten, * 2 722. ſame: 

But ſince in woman, from the days of Eve, 

All nations, tongues, and languages believe; 

Since in this faith no Hereſies awe find, > 

To love let our religion be refign'd, 7 

And CELIA reign the Goddeſs, of Mankind. 


This laſt copy was written by Mr. Edward Faſtain 
which being voted heretical, it was burnt by the 
hands of the ſmall beer drawer, in a full club, and 
the author was expelPd, according to the laws in 
that caſe made and provided. 

Mr. John Fingle acquainted the CL un, that he had 


made a ſong, and would, if they pleaſed, ſing it to 
them, which was uno ore deſired. 


The Jol LY Gow NM An, an excellent new 


1. 
Of all the vocations, 
Trades, crafts, occupations, | 
Which men for a living find, ++ 
Irimuſt be confeſs d. 
The Gownman's the beſt, 
To- captivate Woman kid. - 


H II. N. 
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II. 
No trouble we know, 


From friend or from foe, 


All pamper d in plenty and eaſe; 


| We ſleep, eat, and drink, 


Of no ſtudies e er think, 
But how 77 fair ladies to pleaſe. 
II 


The Stateſman's a drudge, 
And we do not grudge, 
His actions that ſoar to the s 
All Day be plans ſchemes, 
Thinks of them in his dreams, 
And his = I lies by. 


Pray what is the Soldier, 


Whoſe ſpirits gro- bolder 


At the ſound of »f the trumpet or drum? 
Worn out in the wars, 
And patch'd ver with ſcars, 
Can he bear a campaign at home? 
V 


The Lawyer all day 
Seeks after his prey, | 
And jaded ſnores all the long night, 
The wrinkled Phyſician, | 
Ts he in condition ; 
To do; a young lady right 2 
VI. 


«The loud country Squire, 
Whoſe whole heart's deſire 
Confiſts in an hoop and an hallaw, 
Whilft he's feeding his hounds, 
Or tilling his grounds, | 
Alas ! jolly madam lies fallow, 
II 


But we of the Gown, 
In fair Oxford town, 


4? 


Whe 
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Who lead a fat college life, 
Although we can't wed, 
In our kind neighbour”s bed 
We may lie with our neighbour's wife. 


This ſong occaſion d a great deal of mirth in the 
company, and was the laſt performance that is fit to 
be communicated ; for the night growing late, and 
their heads being addled with the good creature, 
what followed was too fulſome for the eyes of my 
chaſte readers; and therefore, moſt benevolent firs, 
adieu till next Saturday. 


P. S. I forgot to take notice, that Mr. Groveſ- 
nour, ſecretary of the CL un, was ordered to return 
Mr. Curll a letter of thanks, in the name of the 
members, for his kind preſent of an excellent book, 
mtituled, The pleaſures of Coition ; or, thenightly ſports 


of Venus; and deſire him to print the ſaid letter. 


H 6 TERRE 
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Caſtigas tur ia, cum T s. 
Inter Socraticos notiſf ma _— — Juy 


pn In 


WEepnesDAY, April 18. 


To ArtsTARcyus, Penman of the Letters in the 
WEEKLY JOURNAL 


Worthy Six, 


Wee Am under the deepeſt concern to find 
* * by ſome of your late learned lucubrati- 
— I ons, that TExR&-FiLiUs has unwitting- 
— * Jy, given you any reaſon to expreſs your 
* * 1)» gi * 

reſentments inſt him in ſo ſevere 
N eee 

and unmercifula manner. It is what I 
little expected from you, or my friend, Mr. Misr, with 
whom I intended to. preſerve a good underſtanding, 
and to live in perfect ys having been hitherto of 
opinion, that we were both imbark oF in the ſame un- 
dertaking (tho! in a different way) of finding fault 
with our betters; a ſubject ſo copious and gm 
ble, that methinks we 1 of the quill mi: 
all of us, pick a tolerable livelihood out of it, 7% 
out egg one another, and —_ at one ano: _ 

ut 
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But the blind ſpirit of ſelf- intereſt and ambition 
is too viſible in ſome of our profeſſion, who endea- 
vour to engroſs and monopolize the whole buſineſs 
of ſcolding at mankind to themſelves; which I would 
have divided into ſeveral branches, and portion'd out 
amongſt us in the following manner. 

The Pope and the PrETENDER, with all his friends 
and adherents, both .at home and abroad, to the 
Flying-Poſt ; e contra, to the Poſt-Boy,the Germans and 
the Presbyterians: to MisT's JournaL, the my 
tants in the Palatinate, the Biſhop of Bangor, and the 
preſent Miniſtry : to the Free-Thker, the Plague and 
the South- Sea: and to Terræ-Filius, the tro Univer- 


ſities. 


My only difficulty is, how to provide for the 
Lon pom JouxNAL, unleſs he will accept of the 
CLERGY, in the room of the late * Whig, 
of glorious memory; which I fear will not 
care to do, after ſo maſterly an hand; and what 
confirms me in this, is, that at preſent, he intrudes 
into your office, and ſeems to ſet up againſt you, 
for the affections of the common people, by taking, 
to task certain Dixxcroks and OTHERs, who be- 
long'd to you, and which was a privilege you have 
enjoy'd for theſe five years laſt paſt: this 15 what, 
I ſuppoſe, has put you ſo much out of humour of 
late, and makes you, like other peeviſh people, ſnap 
at every body you meet. I am told, that he pets 
| gm of you every week; and that in a ſhort time, 
the very name of the late great and celebrated Misr, 
our friend, would have bcen loſt, had not an 
expedient been lately thought of to revive his fame 
amongſt his loving and well-beloved Rabsle, by ap- 
pearing amongſt them, in a popular manner, at 
CHAaRINnG-CRoss and the Roy aL ExcHance. 

I own this deſign of the Lowpon Journal to. 
take the bread out of your mouth, and run away 
with all your male-content cuſtomers was very un- 

ome, 
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handſome, and enough to vex any author alive; but» 
tor God's ſake, let the ſaddle be laid upon the right 
horſe; don't let me ſuffer for Cato's offences; ſince 
from my ſetting forth in the world, in this pub- 
lick manner, I have been very careful not to in- 
croach upon the pr ĩvileges or 2 of any of 
my fellow-dabblers in ink; an 

inthe courſe of almoſt thirty papers, I have not had, at 
moſt, above nine and twenty throws upon the court, 
which is ſuch a trifle, as was never deny'd to any 
author whatſoever, to give a ſpirit to his writings, 
and promote their /ale. 

I will venture to appeal to your ſelf, whether, in 
your opinion, I have not ſtuck cloſe to my ſubject, 
and kept up to the defign of my paper, which was, 
you know, to make the univerſities look as black as 
I can; (with truth and juſtice I mean.) And why 
you ſhould fo highly reſent my doing this, (fince I 
do not injure you, nor pretend to interfere with you 
in dlackening another ſer of men) ſeems to me very 
furprizing and unaccountable, 

You know, moſt learned Ariſtarchus, that there 
is not a penny te be got, in our way, by panegy- 
ricks or vinaications of any fort of men in power; 
for which reaſon it is, that moſt of our weekly, 
half-weekly, and other our periodical produttions, 
conſiſt chiefly of ſatire, ſarcaſm, and rebukes to our 
ſuperiors. Flattery is a fulſome, offenſive thing to 
the multitude, our induigent readers; and eſpecially 
flattery of great men, whom they are taught, from 
their cradle, always to ſuſpect of roguery and evil de- 
ſigns; it is this curious, prying humour, and this 
jeaious perſuaſion of the populace, to which we are 
all ovitg'd for our far-{pread fannie, and our full bel- 
ties; „ou and your haughty rival, the London Tour- 
nal, furn ſh them with foliticol diet, for which they 
reward you very well; the Independent Whig ſub- 
ſiſted upon the courteſy of his 1caders, in * 
t r 


can ſafely ſay, that, 


0 
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that the clergy have faults, as well as other men; 
and I hope to keep my family by going to the bot- 
tom of the evil, and ſhewing my loving country- 
men, that moſt of the corruptions of the clergy in 
general, and of other particular perſons are owing 
primarily to the corrupt ions of the UNIvERsITIES. 

What is there in all this, moſt learned Ariſtarchus, 
that you ſhould take ſo heinouſly ill of me, as to 
make you call, in your laſt week's paper, to the 
SCAVENGERS within the bills of mortality, to remove 
that nuſance, that lump of dirt, the Terræ- Filius, out 
of the 7 ht and ſmell of the public? What is it to 
us, if the publick love to run their noſes into dirt 
and naſtineſs? Do not many of us live by it) — Be 
ſides, if you once give theſe fellows ſuch an aut ho- 
rity, who knows how far they may proceed in the 
execution of it, where they will ſtop, or whom they 
will ſpare? 

When I behold you in another light, I am tilt 
more amaz'd, that Ar1sTAarCHus, the famous, cri- 
tical, hypercritical Axisxaxchus, ſhould find fault 
with another, for finding fault with auy one, 
even the BRIGHT EST ORNAMENT of the moſt learned 
body in the world; ſince J have read of one AgtsTar- 
cnus, who aſpired to immortality by criticiſing on 
Homer, who is call'd the brighteſt ornament of the 
poerical body; and 1 have heard of another ArisTar+ 
caus, who, not long ago, fell foul on the grez 
Dr. BexTLEY, who is alſo calbd, by many perſons, 
the brighteſt ornament of this age or nation. I pre- 
ſume that you, Sir, are ſome relation of theſe gen- 
tlemen; and why you, who deſcend from a whole 
family of criticks and Foes to bright Men, ſhould be 
ſo angry with me for treading in the ſteps of your 
anceſtors, and attempting to get reputation and 
bread, by making free with my betters, puzzles my 
indigent underſtanding to comprehend, | 


My 
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My modeſty will not ſuffer me to believe that 


you delign'd me fo great a compliment, as ſeems 


zacitly to reſult to me from your late conduR, viz. 
that ArisTaRChus having taken his revenge of 
Homer and Dr. BENTLEY, he could find no other 
writer ſo worthy to fall his facrifice, as (ſpare my 
bluſhes!) poor Terxr&-Fillvs. 

Whatever was your inducement to uſe me in ſo 
3 a manner, I am ſure you merit the thanks 
of the univerſities, which, I hope, they will not for- 


get to return you in the moſt ſelemn manner, for 
your noble defence of thoſe antient bodies, againſt 
the revengeſul cav ils and aſperſions of one expel/'4. 


as you alledge, from Oxford, for ſcandalous beha- 
viour. 

I cannot, by the way, forbear wondring, that 
the ſage AxisTArcavs ſhould ſpeak with contempt 


of any author upon that account: Expulſion is molt . 
certainly a very infamous thing; but will Ariſtarchus 


fay that a man, who has been'branded in this man- 


ner, is for ever afterwards incapable of ſpeaking truth, 


or writing common ſenſe? Surely, people are not the 
worſe for correction for my E I verily believe, 
that even a perſon, who has 

(which I think ſomething more infamous than Ex- 
pulſion) may ſtill continue a creditable writer, and 
an honeſt man; nay, I my ſelf know two men, who 
have both grac'd that wooden eminence, and yet are; 
at this time, thought the propereſt per ſons to be re- 


tained in the cauſe of the Church, the Clergy, and the 


Univerſities. | 
But to return; you need not, at leaft, doubt that 
this burning and ſhining light, this brighteſt Or- 


nament of the Univerſity, will be very grateful to you 


for your ſervices to him, whatever the univerſity 


may be it ſeif: for as bright an ornament as be is, 


8 Sir, are the firſt man, who has appeared pub- 
lickly in his defence againſt the ä 
2 0 


ood in the PiLLoR - 
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of his enemies; you, Sir, are the firſt man who 
dubb'd him with fo illuſtrious a title. I congratu- 
late you upon ſuch a Client, and I congratulate him 
upon ſuch an Adx ocate! 

It is impoſſible for the world to judge aright of 
your deſervings herein, unleſs it is informed how 
baſely this reverend ornament has been traduced, and 
how fully you deſign to clear up his character in 
every particular. 

As I am willing to give you all the aſſiſtance I 
can, and as no body more heartily wiſhes you ſuc- 
ceſs 1n it, I will draw up the charge _n_ him m 
form, that you may di/charge it in the manner of 
debtor and creditor ; if in this, I am obliged to men- 
tion ſome things too ſhocking almoſt to be named, 
it muſt be remembered thar I do it only to give 
you an opportunity of juſtifying him. To begin 
therefore, 

It is maliciouſly objected by the enemies of the 
univerſity of Oxford, that her brighteſ ornament has 
from his youth up, even until now, indulged bim- 
ſelf in all the luxuries, follies, common vices, and 
_—_ of the more uncommon iniquities of man- 

ind, 

That he has adorned the univerſity, for theſe forty 
years, or more, with the moſt profligate examples 
of fraud and corruption. 

That, in one inſtance only, he plundered the uni- 
verſity, of which he is the brighteſt ornament, of the 


ſum of three thouſand poundi; beſides other ſmaller 


booties, and more concealeu depredations. 


It is objected, that he has defrauded the college 


(of which he is head and governour) of divers furs 
+ toa great value, add otherwiſe oppreſied it in divers 
notorious and enormous inftances. 


That he embezzled to himſelf, one whole bene- 


fadttion, of fifty or fpexty pounds per annum, given tor 


icveral 
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ſeveral good uſes, for twelve or fifteen years toge- 
ther. 

That he endeavour'd to melt down all the college 
plate, and convert it fraudulently to his own uſe. 

That he governs his college arbitrarily, unjuſtly, 
and unſtatutably; and that by manifold other frauds 
and abuſes, he has almoſt brought it to bankruprcy 
and ruin. 

That being left guardian to two young women, 
he forcibly detained their fortunes in his hands, after 
they came of age, to the great prejudice of one, and 
to almoſt the ruin of the other and her Husband. 


(N. B. Whatever there might be in this ſome tine 
ago, there is nothing in it now; for he paid tht 


Laſt 4 this money about three weeks or a month 
ago. 


That he will pay no body, if he can help it; that 
he will cheat every body, it they do not take care; 
and that he will ſtick at nothing to gratify his pride 
and his 6elly. 

That in general, he is a bad clergyman, a bad 
chriſtian, a bad neighbour, a treacherous friend, a ty- 
rannical governor, an unjuſt ſteward, an immoral 
liver, and a diſhoneſt man. 

That as to his inward principles, God only know: 
what they are; though by his open practices, man 
may judge of them. 

This, moſt learned Ariſtarchus, is the character, 
which the perſon, whom you call the S ighreſt orna- 
ment of the univerſity, bears amongſt many people; 
if it is his juſt cRaracter, that virtuous Mother will 
not, I am ſure, boaſt of ſuch ornaments; unleſs 1 
could ſuppoſe her (what I bluſh to mention) a com. 
mon Bawp, that glories in her ſhame. But I hope 
.. you will convince the world that he is Hon 
an 
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and innocent in all theſe and all other particulars 3 
that his enemies have unjuſtly caſt theſe aſpei ſions 
upon him, and that he is a perf(& an and upright 
man, one that feareth God, and eſcheweth evil. 

I would adviſe you to ſet about this commenda- 
ble work as ſoon as poſſible, becauſe I meet with 
people every day who aver theſe things to be true; 
and will never be fatisfy'd to the contrary, till he is 
openly juſtify'd before the world. 

If you do this effe#ually, you will approve your 
{elf the beſt friend, and the greateſt champion, that 
the univ erſity and her reverend ornament have had 
this many a good day; and I dare promiſe you a 
Doctors degree for your pains, 


Tam, Sm, 
Your loving brother in the ſtandiſh, 
and hearty well wiſher, the unfortunate 


TERRA-FiLIus, 


TERRAÆ 
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Parcite PAUCARUM diffundere crimen in omnes. 
Ovid, 


1 


SATURDAY, April 21. 


NN Tis with the utmoſt reluctance that I 
* & ever open my mouth, or draw my pen 
— 1 — againſt WoMANK IND; for whom I have 
oy & 10 paſſionate veneration, that even the 
KN f worſt part of them often find me too ten- 
der hearted towards them, and get the 
better of my other faculties. But as I have taken upon 
my felt the character of a general Reformer, I ſhall have 
the misfortunes of numberleſs young men to anſwer 
for, if I conceal any thing which may be for their 
ad vantage, or ſpare any abuſes in the univerſities, 
though committed by the faireſt offenders. 
This muſt ſtand for my apology with all reaſon- 
able perſons of both ſexes, for what my zeal for the 
public (which over-rules my own natural tender- 
neſs) prompts me to utter, in the following paper, 
concerning the Oxroxp LADIES. 
It is one of the misfortunes of Love, that as great 
a poliſher and refinery of men as it pretends to be, it 
is a ſore enemy to hard ſtudy and philoſophical drudge- 
ry. It is a moſt arbitrary paſſion,. and wherever it 
gets poſſeſſion of a man's breaſt, it engroſſes the whole 
man; and ſo far is it from parting with any of its 
conquꝭ ſt to buſineſs or learning, that, like other ambi- 
tious tyrants, amid(t vaſt empires, it grumbles at its 


dn poatcrty, and ſearches after new — 
"ON 
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Conſcious of this truth, our wiſe forefathers took 
all poſſible cafe to purge the ſeats of learning of theſe 


ſhining temptations, theſe dangerous decoys of youth; 


but as all their prudence and precaution could not do 
this intirely, they made a ſtatute, © prohibiting all 
« ſcholars, as well graduates as undergraduates, of 
«whatever faculty, to frequent the houſes and ſhops 
* of any Townfmen by day, and eſpecially by night: 
© but MORE ESPECIALLY houſes which harbour or 
receive infamous or ſuſpected women, with whom 
all ſcholars are ſtritly forbid to keep company, 
“either in their own private chambers, or at the 
© houſes of any Townſmen.” 

I ſuppoſe, it will be objected by the SANT, 
or others, that this ſtatute extends only to common 
proſtitutes, or night-walkers, and not to thoſe divine 
creatures dignified by the name of Toasts: but 1 
think that it includes all ſaſpected women, and eſpe- 
cially the Toasrs, for the following reaſons. 

1. Becauſe it was not the only deſign of the ffa- 
tute to reſtrain the ſcholars from debauchery (from 
which, oh they need no forcible reſtraint!) but 
to prevent them alſo from neglecting their ſtudies, 
and entering into ſcandalous marriages ; of which 
they are in fo danger from common ſtrumpcts, and 
mercenary ſixeet-walkers. 

2. Becauſe there was no occaſion for a ſtatute 
29ainſt common whores, any more than againſt 11 
breakers and pick-pockets, which are all puniſhable by 
the laws of the land. 

3. Becauſe I havea better opinion of the Ti men 
of Oxford, (who are, many of them, matriculated 
men) than to believe that they would entertain in 
their houſes ſuch filthy drabs ; though it is probable 
enough, that they would marry their daughters to 
advantage, if they could; in which I can fee no 
great harm on their parts. 


4. Be- 
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4. Becauſe I have a better opinion of the Scholar; 
too, than to believe that they would keep company 
with fech cattle: and I think it a ſcandal to the uni- 
verſity to ſtand in need of a ſtatute, which ſuppoſes 
that any of her hopeful children are addicted to ſuch 
beuſtlineſs. 

Whether I am in the right in my explication of 
this ſtatute, or not, I am ſure that I have on my 
fide the authority and concurrence of one of the 
greateſt men, the wiſeſt men, the moſt learned men, 
and the moſt pious men, though one of the moſt un- 
fortunate men, that this, or perhaps any other country 
ever ſaw ; no leſs than a King and a Martyr ;to whom 
the loyal univerſity of Oxford adhered fo immove- 
ably, whilſt living; whoſe memory, now he is dead, 
ſhe ſo — reveres; and whoſe injunctions 
and admonitions, above thoſe of all other men, ſhe 
holds ſo dear, that I am perſuaded no advice of his 
will be deſpiſed there, none ot his precepts reſt un- 
obſerved. | 

What was his opinion in the preſent caſe may 
be ſeen in a letter of his to the #mwverſity of Cau- 
BRIDGE, entituled, 


King CHARLEs the Firſt, his Inſtructions to the Vice- 
Chancellor and Heads of Cambridge, for govern- 
ment, &c. which are as follows. 


CHARLES Rex, 


I. « That all thoſe directions and orders of our 
© father, bleſſed of memory, which at any time 
<< were ſent to our faid univerſity, be duly obſerv d 
c and put in execution. | 

II.“ Whereas we have been inform'd that, of 
« late years, many ſtudents of that our univerſity 
cc not regarding their own birth, d-gree, and quality, 
« have made divers contracts of marriage with wo- 
cc men of mean eſtate, and of no good fame in that 
ce town, to their great diſparagement, the 9 

«0 
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ot cheir parents and friends, and the diſhnour of 
© the government of tha our univerſity: WE will 
and command you, that at all times hereatter, if 
% any TAVERNER, INN-HOLDER, or VICTUALLER, 
* or any orher inhabitant of th own, or within 
} the juriſdiction of the univerſiy, ſha!l keep any 

© daughter oi other woman in his houſe, to whom 
f there ſha'l reſort any ſcholars of that univerſity, of 
7 « what condition ſcever, to miſ-/pend their time, 
e « or otherwiſe to m behave themſelves in murri- 
, « age, without the conſent of thoſe, who have the 
- « guardianſhip and tuition of them; that upon no- 
y « tice thereof, ton do pieſently convent the faid 
n 


« ſcholay or ſcholars, and the ſaid woman or women, thus 
- « ſuſpected, before you; and upon due examination, if 
. & you find cauſe therefore, that you command the ſaid 
18 woman or women (according to the form of your 
e « charter againſt women de malo ſuſpectas) to re- 
is « move out of the univerſity, and four miles off the 
1 « fame; and if any refuſe preſently to obey your 

« comr:1ands, and to be order'd by 2 therein, that 
17 you then bind them over, with ſureties, to appear 
1 « 


the Lords of our privy- council, to anſwer 

« their contempt, and ſuch matters as ſhall be ob- 

"I « jected againſt them. And if any refuſe preſently 

* to obey, to impriſon them, till they either remove, 
cor put in ſuch bond, with ſureties. 

« Laſtly, We will and command, that a copy of 

« theſe our directions be delivered to the maſter of 

ur « every college, and that he cauſe the ſame to be 

ne « publiſhed to thoſe of his college, and then to be 

yd « regiſter d in the regiſters of their colleges, and duly 

« obſery'd and kept by all perſons whom they con- 


of cern. 

ity 

14, Examinatur & concordat cum originali: ita 
* ar ſtatur Jacobus Faber, regiſtrarius. 
hat Mar. 4. 1629. 
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The reader may ſee this letter in a book, intituled 
CaBara, or The Myſteries of State, (what page I 
cannot ſay, becauſe I have not the book by me) or 
in ſerjeant * MILLER I Account of the univerſity of 
Cambridge. 

In this wiſe manner did that bleed Martyr, and 
great encourager of learning, inſtrutt his univerſity of 
Cambridge: whether he ſent the fame inſtructions to 
Oxford, I cannot find, though it is very likely he did; 
but if he did not, we can impute it to nothing but 
this, that the ame complaints againſt Oxford had not 
reach'd his royal ears; for, as his majeſty had the 
fame reſpect for both his univerſiries, ſo there is no 
reaſon to doubt, that he would have reach'd out the 
fame fatherly advice to them both, had they both 
ſtood in necd of it. 

Happy 1s it for the preſent generation of Oxford 
ToasTs, that Xing CHARLES I. (ſo much unlike 
that accompliſl'd Gentleman, his ſon,) was long 
ago laid in the Cuſt! Were that rigid King now 
alive, my mind miſgives me ſtrangely, that I 
ſhould ſoon ſee an end of all the balls and cabals, and 
wnketings at Oxford; that ſeveral of aur moſt cele- 
rated and right beautiful madams would pluck off 
their fine feathers, and betake themſelves to an ho- 
neſt livelihood; or make their perſonal appearance be- 
fore the Lords of his majeſty's privy-council, to an- 
ſwer their contempt, and ſuch matters as ſhould be ob- 
jected againſt them. 

But HE is dead! and the Sculls, as much as the 
talk for him, at ſome certain ſeaſons, have not reſpe 
enough for him, or have too much reſpect for the 
Ladies, to take his advice in this particular. 

I do not charge all the Oxford Toasrs with the 
ſame ill fame, or the fame ill deſigns; nor would I, 


- — 


* The ſecond Edition, p. 38. 
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knowingly, charge any one of them with any one 
thing, of which ſhe is guiltleſs: but an Oxrorp 
Tos, in the common acceptation of that phraſe, 
is ſuch a creature I am now going to deſcribe. 

She is born, as the King favs, of mean eſtate, be- 
ing the daughter of ſome inſolent mechanick, who 
fancies himſelf a Gentleman; and reſolves to keep up 
his family by marrying his girl to a Parſon, or a 
Schoolmaſter: to which end, He and his wife call her 
pretty Miſs, as ſoon as ſhe knows what it means, 
and fend her to the dancing-ſchool to learn to hold 
up her head, and turn out her toes: ſhe is taught, 
from a child, not to play with any of the dirty boys 
and girls in the neighbourhood ; but to mind her 
dancing, and have a great reſpect for the Gown. 
This foundation being laid, ſhe goes on faſt enough 
ot. herſelf. without any farther aſſiſtance, except an 
hoop, a gay ſuit of cloaths, and two or three new 
Holland ſmocks, Thus equipt, ſhe frequents all the 
balls and publick walks in Oxford; where it is a 
great chance if ſhe does not, in time, meet with 
ſome raw coxcomb or other, who is her humble 
ſervant ; waits upon her home; calls upon her a- 
gain the next day; dangles after her from place to 
place; and is at laſt, with ſome art and management, 


drawn in to marry her. 


She has impudence,— therefore ſhe has wit; 

She is proud, — therefore ſhe is well-bred; 

She has fine cloaths, — therefore ſhe is genteel; 

She would fain be a wife, — and theretore ſhe is 
not a Wk—ye. 
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WEDNESDAY, Atril 25. 


SEESX% LL crEAT MEN love to have every thing 
5 * great about them; and therefore, havin 
* A * ſounding titles, they give their ſeats aid 
2 places of reſidence ſounding names. 

85 BLENHEIM, CLAREMONT, and CAx- 
NoNs are the ſplendid villa of three moſt noble 
Duxes; and to inſtance another ſet of men (in their 
own opinions, as great as the other) the reverend 
ScuLLs of OxForp have their Gol ornHA and their 
OnpINANTIA. | 

I have, in a late paper, given ſome account of the 
former of thoſe important aſſemblies; and I defign, 
in this, to do the ſame of the latter. 

The OrDInANnTIA, indeed, is not like GoLcoraa, 
the name of any particular Siding or apartment 
where the Sculls meet, but of the Sculls themſelves, 
when ſo met or aſſembled together; to-night the 
Ordinantia is at St. —. college ; to-morrow at 
All-Souls ; the next. day at 8 and the next 
at Exeter; it being (as my immediate predeceſſor 
deſerit es it) a meeting F the heads of houſes, (which 
Bley thomſulves call by that name) held every night. 
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at the lodgings of one or other of them, to ſettle the 
Church, and diſturb the Univernty. 

I told the reader, in my diſſertation upon Gor.- 
GOTHA, that all publick buſmeſ of the univerſity was 
tranſacted there; but I muſt add now, that it is firſt 
propos d and canvals d at the OrminanTia; as alt 
great deſigns are hatch'd and nurs'd in private cabi- 
nets and juntos, before they are brought to maturity, 
8 1 in the preblick ſenate, or the field of 

attle. 

As Ordinantia therefore is the privy- council of tha 
univerſ ty, or (to make uſe of my former allution ) 
the ſecret committee of the Oxford directors, it is 
no wonder that all the Heaps of colleges are not 
admitted, or will not be admitted into ſuch a ſocie- 
ty; for it is equally true, that a knave deteſts the 
company of an honeſt man, as that an honeſt mains 
deteſts the company of a knave. 

But as all the Heads of colleges do not belong to 
this nightly club, ſo ſome perſons, who are not Heads 
of colleges, nor Gownen, are admitted into it; but 
it is efteem'd a great favour, and never conferr'd on 
any but thoie, whoſe principles are we'i known, 
and their attachment to the univerſiry undoubred; 
In this happy number is Squire Blunder of St. Giles, 
and that little ſquab thing, which he calls his ſors, 


who have frequently the honour to fit in council 


with the wile Head-pieces of the univerſity, and 
crack a bottle with the fathers of learning and re- 

ligion, 
5 The Squire and his ſon are juſt alike; ſive only 
that young Mr. Thomas wears better cloaths, and is 
2 genteeler man than his father; for which he is 
obliged to his Tutor, Dr. MiLvrus of St. oh 
college, who is the very quinteſſence of good bree- 
ding; from him he learned that pretty ſhort ſteps. 
that bolt uprightneſs of mien, that agreeable Fl. ur- 
AR in bis gait, and that becoming cringe in his bo- 
12 hayioury 
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Haviour, which have endear'd the Docłor to all fine 
gentlemen and pretenders to good manners: bur be 
n remembred that the old gentleman, tho' he is not 
{o well-bred, has as much ſenſe as his ſon, and /pexks 
full as well, either in publick or private, upon arly 
ſubject whatſoever. 5 
I have heard it faid, that the OxDixAN TIA have 


but one fault to find in him, which is indeed a very 


bad one; and that is, He does not make his friends 
welcome enough when they go to ſee him, They are 
tetly ſatisty d with his ſenſe and his hoxeſty ; they 
now kewide, that he loves the church and the 
#niverſity; but the devil of it is, they know too, 
by woeful experience, that he loves his money and 
his wine better. 
Deſtructive avarice ! how many noble ſpirits haſt 


thou adulterated ? many a poor belly haſt thou gri- 


ped, and many a good intrigue haſt thou ſpolled, 
Thou it was that made C---{l a Jew, and a certain 
great man, on the other ſide the water, a CRI“ 
STIAN! 3 

The famous colonel Owen, by ſome people called 
Rebel Owen, and by others the Ox Ford REBEL, 
though an unſanctified layman, and a ſoldier, yet be- 
ing engaged in the cauſe and ſervice of the Church, 
was another member of the OxDINAanTIA, and migh- 
tily careſſed there, as ſome perſons have not ſcrupled 
to fay, till general PzppER came with his Dragoons, 
and frightened him out of his quarters. 

In the ame manner OrpinanTla is the general 
rendezvous or place of entertainment, into which 
all foreigners, travellers, and oTUERs,, who come 
well recommended from Ax Ro A b, ate introduced: 
but I cannot, upon any terms, believe the ſtory 
which I heard, of a certain perſon's reſiding. incog. 
at Oxford, and. frequenting the Ordinantia, during 
the latter end of the laſt reign, who uſed to drink 
the Poye's health; though J am told, that there is a 


living 
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to mean thoſe thirty honeſt gentlemen who are novo 
under the examination of the Houſe of commons, (moſt* 
of them being good Churchmen) but the miniſtry 
_—_— reckon this = will * at leaſt a 

we expect great advantages it. * 
Bullock? Lane. T — diftemper, which + 
raped fo violently at this place laſt ſummer, is pretty 
well abated, and the Toaſtz begin to appear in pubs - 
lick again; but weare afraid that it will return with - 
the warm weather: we cannot yet hear, whether 
the contagion is ceaſed at Kidney-Hall and Nump- 
Hall; all communication with the Gownſmen bei 
cut off, from whom we uſed to have our intelli- 
gence. The Toaſts are ſcouring up and new-trim« 
ming their beſt gowns and PE the 
fammer, and intend. to make a ſp appea - 
rance. 

Golgotha. Yeſterday the Scull: met here upon pub- 
tick beknefs and fate very late: we do m__ 
what is the reſult ot their conſultations, only that 
they drank three bottles a-peice; but we are in 
great expectations of ſomething elſe very e- 


dinary. 

Three Tuns. Yeſterday, in a full club; it was re- 
folv'd, nemine contradicente, that a paper, publiſh'd - 
twice a week, calld Terre Filius, is not only an im- 

dent and ſcurrilous, but alſo a ſilly and ridiculous 

1; eſpecially thoſe number'd 25 and 26; which 
were order d to be immediately. burnt,” im ſight of the 
members, by the hands of the common executioner: 
We have a butt of excellent neat Pers now abroach z - 
which Dr. Craſſus fays is-the beſt that has been tipt 
in Oxford ever fince he took his Doctors degree; bus 
he expreſs d himſelf in a couplet to the company, thus 


Upon my word and credit, gentlemen, d'ye ſee, 
I have not ſmack'd ſuch wine in Oxford, ſince I took © 
wy Doctor's degree, : ”_ 
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This pr the Doctor into an excellent hu- 
mour ; but he grew a little peeviſh as ſoon as he 
lighted his pipe; the tobacco not being very good, — 
Several new members were admitted this night. 

Lyne's Coffee- Houſe. This afternoon, a noted Smart 
of Chriſt Church College, as he was writing a Gillet- 
douæ, had the misfortune to blot one of his ruffles with 
a ſpot of ink; which put the gentleman into fo great a 
Ade, that he threw the ſtandiſh through the win- 
dow, ſtamp'd about the room for half an hour to- 
gether, and was often heard to ſay, I wonder that 
gentlemen cannot find out ſome cleaner method of con- 
veying their thoughts! and that he wiſh'd he might 
be blown up wherever he went, if he ever made uſe 
of that filthy liquor again, though the diſpleaſure of 
the whole y to ſex was the e : let Prigs 
and Pedants, ſaid he, keep all the naſty manufacture 
to themſelves, 

Er College. Several fellows of this college havin 
lodg'd an Appeal with the proper viſitor (as mention' 
in our laſt) againſt Dr. Drybones, their preſent Head and 
Governcur,complaining of ſeveral arbitrary andunſtatu- 
table practices ol that reverend old clergy-woman, we 
hear, that in her defence, ſhe calls the complainants wie 
men of Gotham, turbulent and unruly fellows, &c. and 
deſires his Lordſhip's (the wi/ztor's) advice how to 
manage them, She fays farther, in her juſtification, 
that all her proceedings are warranted by the advice 
and approbation of the Heads of houſes; and that ſhe 
has got a certificate ſignd by many of them, teſti- 
{ying that ſhe has governed her college according to 
ſtatute, of which, it ſeems, they are better judges 
than the Fellows themſelves. Notwithſtanding all 
which, it is generally believ'd here, that the viſitor 
is going to ſet his brethren 2 example; and 
that the reverend defendant will be ſhortly ſent a 

azing again amongſt his tithe- ps and #wo-legg'd 
— in Somer ſet ſhire, 
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living man in the world, who will make oath that 
he was, at a certain time, and at a certain place, in 
company with the aforeſaid certain per/on, together 
with certain Heads of colleges, when ſuch an health 


went round. N. B. I do not undertake to produce 


this living man, 

Of ſuch excellent uſe and convenience to the uni- 
verſity, and her fray is this nightly feſtival, which 
appears to be inſtituted for divers great and worthy 
purpoſes, and particularly, beſides thoſe already menti- 


oned, for the initiation of young ScuLLs into the my- 


ſeries of their buſineſs in the government of their 
colleges; of which the hiſtory of poor Dr. Dx YOxNESG 
will furniſh us with a late remarkable inſtance. 
Doctor DzyBonts is but a young ScuLL, though 
an old man, being but lately advanc'd to the govern- 
ment of a college in Oxroxp: he ſpent the greateſt 
part of his life in a — in Somerſetſhire, which 
is the ſtation he ſeems delign'd for by nature; but by 
t parſimony, and living ſingly, he grew ſo rich, 
that the Fellows of the college, to which he former- 


ly belonged, thought it worth their while, upon the 


death of their late Heap, to invite Dr. DrxyBoxes 
out of the country, to come to Oxford, and ſucceed 
him; which the doctor thankfully accepted, and he 
Was 2 elected their Heap. 

In this office he behaved very well for ſome 
time, and acted like a man in his ſenſes; but bein 
admitted into the OR DIN AN TIA he ſoon altered his 
courſe, and began to tyrannize like his brethren, 
whoſe example and advice he would frequently urge 
to his Fellows in anſwer to their remonſtrances and 
complaints, telling them that the HEADS of houſes 
ſaid, He might do what he pleaſed in his own college. 
Relying upon which, the poor old creature exerciſed 
an abſolute authority in his college, in contempt of 
all fatutes, which were no more than dead letters 
in his eyes; trampling under his feet the will of his 

19 Foun- 
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Founder and Benefactors; laughing at the oppoſition 
of his Fellows, and indu imſelf in the moſt ar- 


bitrary proceedings, without apy other authority 


than what he brought with him from the Ons 


NANTIA. . 
This has, at laſt, brought upon him the reſentment 


of his Fellows, who, tired out with oppreſſion, and 
inſt him 8: 
will be expelled 


ill uſage, have appealed to their Viſitor 
and Kb contibacy believed that l 
upon that Appeal. 
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SATURDAY, April 28. 


| Laſt Meet we received a- Mail from Oxroxp. 


T. Marys Church. The topick of our 
8 1 — of late Fo wot and 


S 727 1 to bribery and ſtock job- 
388 ing; by which means the Biſhop of 
LOLOTS 


Bancor, who-hasliv'd a dog's life here, 

for theſe four years paſh, enjoys at preſent 

a-ſhort reſpite, whilſt the holy ſatyriſts are laſhing the 
managers and directors of the South-Sea but it is obſer» 
vable, that by Directors theſe good fathers do not ſeem 
— * * to 
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' F—s College. The worthy Burſar of this college 
has caus'd the old quadrangle to be waſh'd with a 
{brt of paint chiefly compos'd of brimſtone, in order 
to preſerve the gentlemen of the college from a ma- 
lienity, which is ſaid to be natural to them. 
Not long ago two gentlemen of the ſame College, 
(Hugo and Eubulus,) both equally qualified for pub- 
lick Lecturers, ſtood candidates and competitors for 
the grammar lecture, which was then vacant. As 
their pretenſions were ſomewhat uncommon, I will 
acquaint the publick with them, and with the me- 
thod of canvaſſing for academical offices. | 
The perſon to whom both of theſe worthy gens 
tlemen applied for this employment, (if a ſinecure may 
be called ſo) happening to be a very _ 
one of the ſame — with meſſieurs the candidates, 
he was preſs'd hard on both tides for his intereſt, 
and very much perplexed on which to beſtow it, 
One evening, in the Common-room, the candidates 


diſputed their titles in this manner : by G—d, faid 


Eubulus, he can't refuſe me his intereſt; for I have 
t drunk with him twenty times. Twenty times ! 
id Hugo; what's twenty times? By G—d, I have 

been drunk with him above an hundred times ; and 

d—n him, if he refuſes me his intereſt, he is the 

vileſt ſcoundrel alive. Ay, but, faid Eubulus, we 

have whor'd together, as well as drank together. 

And ſo have ve too, anſwer' d Hugo, and been 

t together into the bargain, —Hereupon the 

debate grew very warm, and arguments flew 

thick about the room, to prove which was the 
more worthy man, and the greater 'profligate : 
which was 18 well ſupported on both ſides, that 
they were forced at laſt to accommodate the mat - 
ter, leſt a third man, a ſad ſober blockhead, ſhould run 
away with the place from them both: wherefore it 
was agreed by and between the parties aforeſaid, - 
that, in conſideration of twenty guineas, of good _ 
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lawful money of Great Britain. well and truly paid 
to the ſaid Hugo, by the ſaid Eubulus, the faid Hugo 


ſhould alienate, transfer, and make over all his in- 
tereſt to the ſaid Eubulus; which was accordingly 


per tor med, and interlopers were kept out. 


St. 7 —#s College. It appears that our Cook who 
died ſome time ago, has run the college in debt eight 
hundred pounds or upwards with ſeveral tradeſ- 
men, who furniſhed the colege with proviſions. and 
particularly with wine; all which muſt be paid out 


of the {mall revenues of the college. This ſudden 
blow occafions the more fpeculation, becauſe tlie 


Cook ought not to have been truſted with buy ing the 
proviſ.ons of the college, a particular officer be- 
ing aſſigned by ſtatute for that purpoſe; who, in 
imitation of his Betters, makes his wap a ſinecure 
It is much feared that this is not the laſt blow we 
ſhall feel of the ſame nature. 

On the zoth of Fanuarylaſt, the reverend Dr. Brine 
fore. in a latin oration, ſpoken in our chapel, againſt 
re bellion, (for which a certain ſum is ſettied upon us 
for ever) abuſed the Biſhop of Bangor, in the moſt 
baretaced and inſolent manner by name, calling him 
not only Bangorenſis, but Hoadleins 1STE — Malus 
logicus, pejor politicus, peſſimns theologus: A bad lo 
gician, a worſe ſlateſman. and the worſt of all di- 
vines. Such is the reſpect which ſame people (who 
call themſelves the ſoundeſt members of the Church 
of England) entertain of Epiſcopacy ; which is eſteem- 
ed one of the moſt eſſential — of the Church 
of England. 

W har a fad fellow ſhould T have been thought, if 
F bad. in a publick ſpeech,” taken the liberty to call 
any right reverend Biſtop of the Chr of England; 
the worſt of ali divines? It wouuld have been no won- 
der, if in ſuch a caſe, the Biſhops had, indeed, peri- 
#10n'd the King to ſuppreſs Terra-Filtvus.: But 1 
uppoſe the Biſhop of Bangor, and ſome — 
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who have been as infamouſly libelled in Oxford, 
without any regard to their Church of England epiſ- 
copal characters, are not quite ſo regularly, and un- 
interruptediy conſecrated as they ought to be- As 
to Dr. Brimſtone, no body is frprned at this from 
him, who has not been aſhamed, in a printed ſer- 
mon, to ſend into the world this candid, this hue 
man, this charitable and chriſtian paſſage. 

But fo it is now become the honour of the chriſtian 
religion to be hammer'd into a thing purely reaſon - 
able. And the Church of England has the peculiar 
misfortune, under the profeſſion of the pureſt faith, 
to ſee men made TEACHERS and GOVERNORS i hey 
Communion, who either deny or betray aLL the great 
articles of the chriſtian religion. But it is to be re- 
member d that theſe men, though, at preſent vitally 


united to it, as extraneous adventitious particles to 
'the human body, we have been ſpeaking of. yet are 


not of the Eſſence of it, nor enter into its Identity; 
and when, at laſt, they are dropt from it, iT May BE 
HOPED, THERE MAY BE A GLORIOUS RESURRECTION 
WITHOUT THEM. 

Pray obſerve, reader, that theſe men, on whom this 
grievous charge is laid, of on ing, or betraying ALL 
the great articles of the Chriſtian religion, and with- 
aut whom, (it is hoped by this reverend paſtor of the 
Church of England) there may be a glorious Reſurrecti- 
on, are the TEAchERS and GoveRNoRs of the Church 
of England. Well faid, moſt orthodox Epiſcopalian ! 

The reverend Mr. Vizard, of the ſame college, was, 
laſt month, elected Proctor of the univerſity for the 
enſuing year, notwithſtanding that he is obliged by a 
college ſtatute, to take his Batchelor of Divinity's de- 

next Term, which, by a ſtatute of the univer- 
Fi is made incompatible with the Proorſhip: to re- 
move which obſtacle, the Preſident and fellows 


delign to diſpenſe with their college ſtatute; tho 
| ey » oh & 
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a clauſe in that ſtatute, it is declared to be indi/penſa- 
ble. Left the reader ſhould be at a loſs to find out 
the meaning of this conduct, I think fit to acquaint 
Him, that it is in order to exclude another Gentle- 


man from the Proforſhip, who has lately given a 
certain learned Scull great offence, 


The End of the Firſt Volume, 
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